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l W HEREAS all Goyernment ought tò be inftituted and fapported for the 


Security and Proteétion of the Community as fuch, and to enable the In- ~ 


. dividuals who compofe it to enjoy their natural Rights, and the other Bleflings 


which the Author of Exiftence has beftowed upon Man ; and whenever thofe great 
Ends of Government are. not obtained, the People have a Right by common Con- 


. fent to change it, and take fuch Meafures as to them may appear neceflary to 


‘promote their Safety and Happinefs. | : g 


Awnp whereas the Inhabitants of this State have (in Confideration of Protection 
only) heretofore acknowledged Allegiance to the King of Great-Britain, and the 
faid King has not only withdrawn that. Protection, but commenced and ftill con- 
tinues to carry on, with-unabated Vengeance, a moft cruel and unjuft War again ` 
them ; employing therein not only the Troops ef Great-Britain, but foreign Mer- 
cenaries, Savages and Slaves, for. the avowed Purpofe of reducing them to a total 
and abje&t Submiffion to the defpotic Domination of the Briti/ Parliament, with. 
many other Acts of Tyranny, (more fully fet forth in the Declaration of Congrefs) 
whereby all Allegiance ang Fealty to the faid King and his Succeffors, are diffolv- 
edand at an End; and all Power and Authority derived from him ceafed in the 
American Colonies. | oa es 
_ Arno whereas the Territory which now comprehends the’ State of Vermont, did 
antecedently of Right belong to the Government of New-Hampfhire ; and the for- 
mer Governor thereof, viz. his Excellency Benning Wentworth, Efq; granted many 
Charters of Lands and Corporations within this State to the prefent Inhabitants 


: . andothers. . And whereas the late Lieutenant-Governor Colden, of New-York, with 
` „others, did, in Violation of the tenth Command, covet, thofe very_Lands; and by 


a Mille Reprefentation made to the Court of Great-Britain, (in the Year 1764, 
that for the Convenience of Trade and Adminiftration ot Juftice, the Inhabitants 
-were defirous of being annexed to that Government) obtained Jurifdiction of thofe 
very identical Lands ex-perte, which ever was and is difagreeable to the Inhabitants. 
And whereas the Legiflature of New-York, ever have and Rill continue to difown 
the good People of this State, in their landed Property, -which will appear in 
‘the Complaints hereafter inferted, and in the 36th Seétion of their prefent Confti- 


; tution, in which is eftablithed the Grants of Land made by that Government. 


Tuey have refufed to make Re-grants of our Lands to the original Proprietors . 
and Occupants, unlefs at -the exorbitant Rate of 2300 Dollars Fees for each 
Townthip; and did enhance the Quit-rent three fold, and demanded an immedi- 
ate Delivery of the Title derived before from New-Hampphire. 

š - ; Tus 


Ca) 


Tux Judges of their fupreme Court have made a folemn Declaration, that the 
_ Charters, Conveyances, &c. of the Lands. included in the before defcribed Pre- 
miles, were utterly null and void, on which faid Title was founded. In confe- 


quence of which Declaration, Writs of Poffeffion have been by them iffued, ‘and the- 


Sheriff of the County of Aldany fent at the Head of Six or Seven Hundred Men, 
to inforce the Execution thereof. : 

Tuey have: paffed an Act, annexing a Penalty thereto, of thirty Pounds Fine 
` and fix Months Imprifonment on any Perfon who fhould refufe affifting the She- 
' riff, after being requefted, for the Purpofe af executing Writs of Poffeffion. . 

Tue Governors, Dunmore, Tryon and Colden, have made Re-grants of feveral 
Tracts of Land included in the Premifes, to certain favorite Land Jobbers in the 
Government of New-York, in direct Violation of his Britannic Majefty’s exprefs 
Prohibition, in the Year 1767. l 

Tuey have [ffued Proclamations, wherein they have offered large Sums of Mo- 
ney for the Purpofe of apprehending thofe very Perfons who. have dared boldly 
and publicly to appear in Defence of their juft Rights. 

Tuer did pafs twelve Acts of Outhawry on the gth Day of March, A. D. 1774, 
impowering the refpe&ive Judges of their fupreme Court to award Execution of 
Death agathft thofe Inbabuants in faid Diftriét, that they fhould judge.to be Of- 
fenders, withourFrial. 

‘Fury have and ftill continue an unjuft Claim to thofe Lands, which greatly 
retards Emigration iato, and the Settlement of this State. 

Tuey have hired foreign Troops, Emigrants from Scotland, at two different 
Fimes, and armed them to drive us out of Poffeffion. 

‘Tey have fent the Savages on our Frontiers to diftrefs us. 

Tary have proceeded to ere& the Counties of Cumberland and Glocefer, and 
eftablith Courts of Juftice there, after they were difcountenanced by the Authos 
sity of Great-Britain, f T 

Tux free Convention of the State of New-York, at Harlem, in the Year 1776, 
unanimoufly Voted, ‘ Fhat all Quit-rents, formerly due to the King of Great- 


eth nee 


‘+ Britain, are now due and ewing to this Convention, or fuch future Govern- | 


ment as fhall be hereafter eftabli ed in this State.” 

In the feveral Stages of the aforefaid Oppreffions, we have petitioned: his Bri- 
tannic Majefty in the moft humble Manner for Redrefs, and have at very great 
_Expence, received feveral Reports in our Favor y and in other Inftances wherein 
we have petitioned the late legiflative Authority of New-York, thofe Petitions 
have- been treated with Neglect. a 

Anp whereas the local Siteation of this State from New-York, at the extream 
Part, is upward of four hundred and fifty Miles from the Seat of that Govern- 
ment, renders ıt extream difficult to continue under the Furifdiction of faid State. 

‘ THEREFORE it is abfolutely neceffary, for the Welfare and Safety of the Inihabi- 
tants.of this State, that it fhould be henceforth a free and independent State, and 
_ that-a juft, permanent and proper Form of Government, fhould exift in it, de- 
rived from, and’ founded on the Authority of the People only, agreeable to the 
Direction of the Honorable: American Congrefs. oe: 

We the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of Vermont, in General Convention 
met, for the exprefs Purpofe of forming fuch.a Government ; confeffing the Good- 
nels of the great Governor of the Univerfe (who alone knows to what Degree of 
earthly Happinefs Mankind may attain by perfecting the Arts of Government) 
in permitting the People of this State, by common Confent, and without Violence, 
deliberately to form for themfelves fuclr juft Rules as they fhalt think beft for 


governing their future Society ; and being fully convinced that it is our indifpen- ` 


fible Duty, to eftablifh fuch original Principles of Government, as will beft pro- 
mote the general Happinefs of the People of this State, and their Pofterity, cand 
provide for future Improvements, without Partiality for, or Prejudice againft any 
i l a, particular 


ee 
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rticular Claf, Seét, or Denomination of Men whatever, do, ‘by Virtue of .Au- 
thority vefted in us, by our Conftituents, ordain, declare, and eftablith the follow- 
ing Declaration of Rights, and Frame of Government, to be the CoNsTITUTION 
of this COMMONWEALTH, and to remain in Force therein forever unaltered, except 
in fuch Articles, as fhall hereafter off Experience be found to require Improve- 
ment, and which fhall by tlie fame Authority of the People, fairly delegated, as 
this Frame of Government directs, be amended or improved; for the more cficCtual 
obtaining and fecaring the great End and Defign of ali Government, herein before 
mentioned, or r 
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CHAPTERL 
A DECLARATION. of the RIGHTS of the Innapitants of the Srarr of 
l ~ VERMONT. 


oo md y 


Ee HAT all Men are born equally free and independent, and have-cer- 


tain natural, inherent and unalienable Rights, amongft which are the 

enjoying and defending Life and Liberty ; acquiring, poffeffing and — 

protecting Property, and purfuing and obtaining Happinefs and 

Safety. Wherefore, no male Perfon, born ini this Country, or brought from aver 

Sea, ought to be holden by Law to ferve any Perfon as a Servant, Slave or Ap- 

prentice, after he arrives to the Age of twenty-one Years, nor female in like Man- 

her, after fhe arrives to the Age of eigliteen Years, unlefs they are bound by their 

own Confent after they arrive to fuck Age, or bound by Law for the Payment of 
Debts, Damages, Fines, Cofts, or the like. — 

2. Tuar private Property ought to be fubfervient to public Ufes when Necef- . 


‘ty requires it ; nevertheléfs, wherever any ‘particular Maz’s Property is taken for 


the Ufe of the Public, the Owner ought to receive an Equivalent in Money. 

3. ‘Tat all Men have a natural and unalienable Right to worfhip AtmicHTY 
Gop according to the Di&ates of their own Confciences and Underftanding, regu- 
lated by the Word of Gop; and that.no Man ought, or ot Right can be compelled 
to attend ‘any religious Worfhip, or erect, of fupport, any Place of Worthip, or . 


6. Twat Government .is, or cught to be, inftituted for the common Benefit, 
Protection, and Security of the People, Nation or Community ; and not for the 
particular Emolument of Advantage of any fingle Man, Family, or Set of Men, 
Who.are a Part only of that Community ;: and that the Community hath an in- 
dubitable, unalienable and indefeafible Right to reform, alter, or abolifh Govern- 


“ment, in fuch Manner as hall’ be by that Community judged moft conducive to 


the public Weal. _ 7. THAT 
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. 7. Tuat thofe who are employed in the legiflative and executive Bufinefs of | | 


the State may be reftrained from Oppreffion, the People have a Right, at fuch 
Periods as they may think proper, to reduce their public Officers to a private 
Station, and fupply the Vacancies by certain regular Elections. 

. 8. Tuar all Elections ought to be free ; and that all Freemen, having a fuffi- 
cient evident common Interet with, and Attachment to the Community, have a 
Right to elect Officers, or be eleéted into Office. 

g. Tuar every Member of Society hath a Right to be proteéted in the En- 
joyment of Life, Liberty and Property, and therefore is bound to contribute his 
Proportion towards the Expence of that Protection, and yield his perfonal Service, 
when neceffary, or an Equivalent thereto; but no Part of a Man’s Property can 
be juftly taken from him, or applied to public Ufes, without his own Confent, or 
that.of his legal Reprefentatives : Nor can any Man, who is confcientioufly {cru- 
pulous:of bearing Arms, be juftly compelled thereto, if he will pay fueh Equiva- 


| dent : Nor are the People bound by any Law, but fuch as they have in like Man- 


ner affented to, for their common Gocd. - 

10. Tuar in all Profecutions for criminal Cffences, a Man hath a Right to 
be heard by hiarfelt and his Counfel,—to demand the Caufe and Nature ef. his 
Accufatic6n,—to be confronted with the Witneffes,—to call for Evidence in his 
Favor, and a fpeedy public Trial, by an impartial Jury of the Country, without 
the unanimous Content of which Jury he cannot be found guilty ; nor can he be 
compelled to give Evidence againft himfelf ; nor can any man be juftly deprived 
of his Liberty, except by the Laws of the Land, or the Judgment of his Peers’. 

11. Tuar the People have a Right to hold themfelves, their Houfes, Papers 
and Pofféffions free from Search or- Seizure ; and therefore Warrants, without 
Oaths or Affirmations firft made, affording a fufficient Foundation for them, and 
whereby any Officer or Meffenger may be commanded or required to fearch fuf- 
pected Places, or to feize any Perfon or Perfons, his, her, or their Property, not 


` particularly defcribed, are‘contrary to that Right, ‘and ought not to be granted. 


12. Tuar no Warrant or Writ to attach the Perfon or Eftate of any Freeholder 
within this State, hall be iffued in civil Action, without the Perfon or Perfons 
who may requeft fuch Warrant or Attachment, firt make Oath, or affirm before 
the Authority who may be requefted to ifue the fame, that he or they are in Dan- 
ger of lofing his, her, or ‘their Debts. o. 

13. Tuar in Controverfies refpecting Property, and in Quits between Man 
and Man, the Parties have a Right to a Trial by Jury, which ought to be held 
facred, . : ; 

14. Tuar the People have a Right to Freedom of Speech, and of writing and 
publifhing their Sentiments ; therefore the Freedom of the Prefs ought not to be 
reftrained. a l 

15. Tuar That the People have a Right to bear Arms, for the Defence of 
themfelves and the State :—And as ftanding Armies, in the Time of Peace, are 


dangerous to Liberty, they ought not to be kept up; and that the military fhould 


be kept under ftri€t Subordination to, and governed by, the,civil Power. 
© 16. Tuat frequent Recurrence to fundamental Principles, and a firm Adhe- 
rence to Juftice, Moderation, Temperence, Induftry, and Frugality, are abfolutely 


/ 


neceffary to preferve the Bleflings of Liberty, and keep Government free: The ` 


People ought therefore to pay particular Attention to thefe Points, in the Choice 
of Officers and ‘Reprefentatives ; and have a Right to exact a due and conftant 
Regard to them, from their Legiflators and Magiftrates, in the making and execu- 
ting fuch Laws as are neceffary for the good Government of the State. - 

17. Tar all People have a natural and inherent Right to emigrate from one 
State, to another’ that will receive them; or to form a new State in vacant Coun- 
tries, or in {fuch Countries as they can purchale, whenever they think that thereby 
they can promote their own Happinefs. 

: 18. THAT 


| (5°) 


18. Taar the People have a Right to affemble together, tö confult for thei 
commion Good—to-inftru& their Reprefentatives, and to apply to the Legiflature 
for Redrefs of Grievances, by Addrefs, Petition or Remonitrance. i 

19. Tuar no Perfon thall be liable to be tranfported out of this State, for Trial 
for any Offence committed within this State, x 


PLAN or FRAME or GOVERNMENTS 


, SECTION I. Se ats 

H É COMMON-WEALTH o STATE of VERMONG, 
, fhall be governed hereafter by’ a Governor, Deputy-Governor, Council, and 
an Affembly of the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the fame, in Manner and- 
Form following. My PEE a 


y SECTION fh | C 
` Tuz fupreme legiflative Power fhall be vefted in a Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
the Freemen or Common-wealth or State of Vermont. ._ 


; -S ECTION IL- | . 
Te fupreme executive Power fhall be veited in a Governor and Council, 


= SECTION M“ --. 
Courts of Juftice fhali be eftablifhed ir every County in this State. 


an SECTION _Y. F 
Te Freemen of this Commonwealth, and their Sons, fhall be trained and armed 
for its Defence, under {fuch Regulations, Réftrictioas and Exceptions as the Gene- 
ral Affembly thail by Law direct ; preferving always to the People the Right of 
chufing their Colonels of Militia, and all commiffioned Officers under that Rank, 
in fuch Manner, and as often as by the faid Laws fhall be directed. l : 


| SECTION VR: 0 
- Every Man, of the full Age of twenty-one Years, having refided in this State 
or the Space of one whole Year next before the Election of Reprefentatives, and 
-is of a quiet and peaceable Behaviour, and will take the following Oath (or 
Affirmation) fhall be entitled to all the Privileges of a Freeman of this State, | 


7 I folemnly fwear by the evér-living God, (or affirm, in Prefence of 
Almighty Ged,) that whenever I am called to give my Vote or Suffrage, touching any 
_ Matter that concerns the State of Vermont, I will do it fo as in my Conftience I fhail 
` judge will mof conduce to the. beft Good of the fame, as eftablifbed by the Conftitution, 
wiibout Fear or Favor of any Man. 
i 


E5 SECTION VË l a 

Tut Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Freemen of this State, fhall confift of 
Perfons moft noted for Wifdom and Virtue, to be chofen by the Freemen of every 
Town in thig State tefpectively. And no F oreigner fhall be chofen, unlefs he has 


refided inthe Town for which he fhall be elected, one Year immediately before 
the faid Elefion. i 


Co. | “SECTION 


ké} i 


ae one . S E € T FON VI mh 
Tat Memnbérs-of the Hoùfe of Repreftntatives,. fhal: be chofei anmuatly by 
Ballot, by the Freenen of this’ State, onthe firft Tuéfday’ of Se fe 
. (eXcept this préfet Year) and fhall meet on the fecond Thurflay of the facéeeding 
OGater, and thail be filed The General. Affembly of the Repréfentatives: of tbe Fretinbe' 
of VERMONT ; and fhall have Power to chufe their Speaker, Secretary of 
the State, their Clerk, and other neceflary Officers of the Houfe—fic on their 
own Adjcurnmests—prepare Bills, and enaét them into Laws—judge of the Elec- 
tions and Qualifications of their own Members:—They may expel a Member, 
but. not a fecond Time for the fame Caufe :—They may adminifter Oaths (or 
Affirmations) on Examination of Witnéffes—redrefs Grievances—impeach State 
Criminals—grant Charters of Incorporation—conftitute Towns, Boroughs, Cities 
and Cuunties,, and {hall have all other Powers neceffary for the Légiflature of a 
free State: But they fhali have no Power to add to, alter, abolith or infringe any 
Part of this Conftitation. And for this preféht Year the Members of the General 


" A ap CNET PE oo 
are ut, 


mbér forever;- | 


pen he pt eee ea 


Affimbly hal be chofer en the firt Tuefddy of March next, and fhall meči at” 


the Mecting-Houfe in indor, on the fecond Thuriday of March next. 


SEC TION TX. | 

A Qurorum of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall confift nf Two-thirds of the 
whole Number of Members elected; and having met, and chofen their Speaker, 
fhall ezch of them, befére they proceed to Bifinefs, take and fubfcribé as- well the 
Oath of Fidelity and Allegiance, herein after directed, as the following Oath or 
Affirmation, viz. eo : 

I do folenmly fwear By the ever-leving God, (or Ido folemnly affirm in the 
Prefenté of Almighty God) that as a Member of this Affembly, I will nst propofe’ or 
_ affent to any Bill, Vote, or Refolution, which foall appear to me injurious to the People ; 

nor Go or confent to any AE or Thing whatever, that hall bave a Tendency ta leffen. or 
abridge their Rights and Privileges, as déslared in the Conftitarion of this State , but 
coill in all Things conduct myfelf as a faithful, konek Reprefeniative and Guardian of 
the People, according to the bef of my Judgment and Abilities. 


Anp each Member, before he tåkes his Seat, fhalf make and fabferibé the fol- 
Towing Declaration, viz. Lae te 
_ Idi believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of the Univer[é, the Rewarder of 
the good, and Punifber of the wicked. And 1 do acknowledge thé Scriptures of the Old 
and New Leftament, to be givin by Divine Infpiration, and own and profefs the Proteft- 
ont Religion. . 


Anp no further or other religious Tet fhall éver hereafter be’ required of any 
civil Officer or Magiftrate in this State. 


7 SECTION XL > , 
Ir any Town or Towns Mall negle&t or refufe to elect and fend Reprefentatives 
tothe General Aflembly, Two-thirds of the Members of the Towns, that do élect 
and fend Reprefentatives, (provided they be a Majority of the inhabited Towns of 
the whole State) when mer, fhall have all the Powers of the General Affembly, as 
fully and amply as if the Whole- were prefent. | 
. SECTION 


ne taal 


f 
} 
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| ‘SE CT ION Xft. | aus 

Te Door’ of. the Houle in which the Repreféntatives of the Freemen of this 

Site fall fit'in-General Aflembly, fhall' be and-remain open for the Admiffion of 

ai-Pétfons who-behave decently, except only when the Welfare of this State may 
require the Doors to be fhut. ~ 


SECTION XIL l 
Tai Votes did Proceedings of the'Generat Affembly fhal! be printed weekly 

äüring their fitting; with the Yeasand Nays on any Queftion, Vote or Refolution, 
where One-third of the Ménibers require it, (except when the Votes are taken by 
Ballot) and when the Yeas and’ Nays’ are-fo taken, every Member fhall have a - 
Right to infert thé Reafons of his Votes upon the Minutes, it he defire it. 

| SECTION RV. 2. 
To' the End that Laws, before they are enaéted, may be more maturely .confi- 
déred; and thé Inconvertiency of hafty Determination as much as poffible es 
a 


= 


ëd, all Bills of public Nature; fhall be firft laid before the Governor and Coundil, g 
for their Perufal and Propofels of Asjendment, and fhal be printed for the Con- 
fideratiow of the People, before they are read in General Affembly fof the laft 
Time of Debate and Amendmént, except temporary Acts, which, after being laid 
béfore the Governor and Council, may (in Cafe of fudden Neceffity) be paffed into 
Laws; and no other frail: be paffed into Laws, until the next Seffion of Affembly. 
And for the more perfect Satisfaction of thé Public, the Reafons and Motives for 
inaking fuch Laws, fhalt bë fully and clearly expreffed and fet forth in theis 
Preambles. a. rs O o 
oe Fe S Cee FO NS X? ona 

Tút Stilé of the Laws of this State hall be, Be it enafted, and itis hereby 
ènatied by the Reprefentatives of the Fréeemen of the State of Vermont, in General 
Affembly met, and by the Authority of the fame. . 


SS BOC TION XVI. Pe 
Tw order that che Freemen of this State might enjoy thé Benefit of Election; 


| &§ equally as may be, each Town within this State; that confifts, or may confift 


of Eighty taxable Inhabitants, within one Septenary, or feven Years next after thè- 


. eftablithing this Coniftiturion; may hold Eleftions therein, and chufé each two 


Reprefentatives ; and each other inhabited Town in this State, may in like Manner 
chufe each one Reprefentative, to reprefent them in General Affembly, during the 


. faid Septenary or feven Years ; and aftér that, each inhabited Town may in like 


Manner hold fuch Ele€tion; and chufe each one Reprefentative forever thereafter. 


SECTION XVIL Boe 

Tue fupreme executive Council of this State, fhall confit of a Governor, Liet 
tenant-Governor, and twelve Perfons, chofen in the following Manner, viz. The 
Freemen of each Towi thall, oa the Day of Election for-chufing Reprefentatives. 
to attend the General Affemibly, bringin their Votes for Governor, with his Name 
fairly written, to the Conftable, who fhall feal them up, and write on them, Votes 
for the Governor, and deliver them to the Reprefentative chofen toattend the Gene- . 
ral Affembly ; and at the opening of the General Affembly, there fhall be a Com- 
mittee appointed out of the Council and Affembly, who, after being duly fworn 
to the faithful Difcharge of theif Truft, fhall proceed to receive, fort, and count 
the Votes for the Governor, and ‘declare the Perfon who has the major Part of the 
Votes, tó be Governor for the Year enfuing. And if there be no Choice made, 


, then the Council and General Affembly, by their Joint Ballot, thall make Choice 


of a Governor. l l 
Tre Ereurenatit-Governor and Treafurer, fhall be chofen ia the Manner above 


| direfted, And each Freeman thal give in twelve Votes for twèlve Counfellors, 


i 


: In the fame Manner; and the twelve higheftin Nomination fhall férve for the . 
| enfuing Year as Counfellors, | ail 


(8) | 
_ Tue Council that fhall act in the Recefs of this Convention, fhall fupply the 
Place of a Council for the next General Affembly, until the new Council be declar- 
ed chofen, The Council fhall meet annually at the fame Time and Place with the 


General Affembly, and every Member of the Council fhall be a Juftice of the 
Peace for the whole State by Virtue of his Office. : 


SECTION XVIII. ; 

Tue Governor and in his Abfence the Lieutenant or Deputy Governor, with the 
Council, feven of whom fhall be a Quorum, fhall have Power to appoint and 
commiflionate all Officers (except thole who are appointed by the General Affem- 
bly) agreeable to this Frame of Government, and the Laws that may be made 
hereafter ; and fhall fupply every Vacancy in any Office, oceafioned by Death, 
Refignation, Removal, or Difqualification, wntil the Office can be filled in the 
Time and Manner directed by Law or this Conftitution. They are to correfpond 
with other States, and tranfaét Bufinefs-with Officers of Government civil and 
military ; and to prepare fuch Bufinels as may appear to them neceffary to lay 
efore the General Afflembly. They fhall fit as Judges, to hear and determine 
on Impeachments, taking to their Affiftance, for Advice only, the Juftices of 
fupreme Court ; and fhall have Power co grant Pardons, and remit Fines, in all 
Cats whativever, except Cafes of Impeachment—and in Cafes of Treafon and 
Murder, fhall have Power to grant Reprieves, but not to pardon, until the End 
of the next Seffions of Affembly ; but there fhall be no Remiffion or Mitigation 
ct Pun:fhment on Impeachments, except by Act of Legiflation, They are alfo 
to teke Care that the Laws be faithfully executed—They are fo expedite the Ex- 
écution of fuch Meafures as may be refolved upon by General Affembly ; and 
they may draw upon the Treafurer for {fuch Sums as may be appropriated by the 
Floufe ;—they may alfo lay Embargoes, or prohibit the Exportation of any Com- 
modity, for any Time not exceeding thirty Days, in the Recefs of the Houle only ; 
+—they may grant fuch Licences as fhall be directed by Law ; and fhall have 
Power to call together the General Affembly, when neceffary, before the Day to 
which they fhall ftand adjourned. The Governor, fhall be Commander in Chief 
of the Forces of the State, but fhall not command in Perfon, except advifed thereto 
by the Council, and then only as long as they fhall approve thereof. The Go- 
vernor and Council fhall have a Secretary, and keep fair Books of their Proceed- 
_ ings, wherein any Counfellor may enter his Diffent, with his Reafons to fupport it. 


SECTION XIX. i 
Arı Cormmiffions fhall be in the Name of the Freemen of the State of Vermont, 
fealed with the State Seal, figned by the Governor, and in his Abfence the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and attefted by the Secretary ; which Seal fhall be kept by the 
Council, . 


SECTION XŠ. 
Every Officer of State, whether judicial or executive, fhall be liable to be im- 
peached by the General Affembly, either when in Oce, or after his Refignation, 
or Removal for Mal-adminiftration: All Impeachments fhal! be before the Go- 


vernor or Liewtenant-Governor and Council, who fhall hear and determine the 


fame. ‘ 


SECTION XXL | 
Tur fupreme Court, and the feveral Courts of. Common Pleas of this State, 


fhall, befides the Powers ufually exercifed by fuch Courts, have the Powers of a: 


Court of Chancery, fo far as relates to perpetuating Teftimony—obtaining Evidence 
from Places not within this State, and the Care of Perfons and Ejftates of thofe 
who are non compotes mentis, and fuch other Powers as may be found neceffary by 
future General Affemblies, not inconfiitent with this Conftitution. 

SECTION 
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Prrags mallibe by Jury ; and it is recommended to the Legifliture of this 
‘State, to provide by Law againit every Corruption or Partiality in the Choice,’ 
and Return, or Appointment of Juries. ; oe 


Be es SECTION" XXIL ge S 
Aut Courts fhall be open, and Juftice fhall be impartially adminiftered, without 
Corruption, or unneceffary Delay ; all their Officers fhall be paid an adequate but, 
moderate Compenfation for their Services :—And if any Officer fhall take greater 
or other Fees than the Laws allow him, either directly or-indireétly,. it fhaii ever 
after difqualify him from holding any Office ‘in this State. 


. S EC T 1 O.N_ XXIV: 
- Arr Profecutions fhall commence in the Name and by the Atithority of -the - 
Freemen of the State of Lermoyt ;. and all Indi&tments fhall conclude with théfe. 
words, “ againft the Peace'and Dignity of the fame.” The Stile of all Proceffes 
hereafter in this State, fhall be, The State of Vermont. 


SEC-TION xxv. i 
Tur Perfon of a Debtor, where there is not a {trong Brefamption of Fraud; 
fhall not be continued in Prifon, after delivering up, Zone fide, all his Eftate, teal 
and perfonal, for the Ufe of his Creditors, in fuch Manner as fhall be hereafter 
regulated by Law. All Prifoners hall be bailable by fufficient Securities, unlefs 
for capital Offences, when the Proof is evident, or Prefumption great. 


=  § EC T10N XXVL 
Excessive Bail fhall not be exatted for bailable Offences: And all Fines 


. fhall be moderate. - - . 


E s SE CTi ÖN XXVI : 

_ Tuat the General Affembly, when legally formed, thall appoint Times and 
Places for County Elections; and at Times and Places, the Freemen in each 
County refpectively, fhall have the Liberty_6f chufing the Judges of inferior ~ 
Court commion Pleas, Sheriff, Juftices of the Peace, and Judges of Probates, 
commiffioned by the Governor in Council during good Behaviour, removable by 
the General Aflembly, upon Proof of Mal-adminiftration. . 


= SKE CF PON VÍL ut 
THAt no Perfon fhall be capable.of holding any civil Office in this State, c$» 
tept he has acquired, and maintains a good moral Character; ` g 


S E C Ëi O NXXX o 
_ Arr Elections, whether by the People, or in General Aflembly, fhall be by 
Ballot, free and voluntary : And any Eleétor, who Thall receive any Gift or Re- 
ward for his Vote, in Meat, Drink; Monies or otherwife, fhal} forfeit his Right to 
#lecé at that Time, and fuffer fach other Penalty as future Laws thal! dire&. And 
any Perfon who fhall, dire@tly or indireétly, give, promife,. or beftow any fuch 


O, zon to be eleéted; fhall thereby be rendered incapable to ferve for the enfuing 


Lee 2 ee, Pol ON Soe oS O, 
: Aut. Fines, Licence-money; Fees and Forfeitures, {hall be paid according to 
the Direction hereafter to be-made by the General Affembly. 
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ES See, eh Oat be ee 
Ay Deeds and Conveyances of Land {ball be recorded in the Town, Clerk's 
Office:in their. relpecive Towns, A . . 


a 


SECTION XXXII 
Tur Printing Prefies, ball be free to every Perfon who undertakes to examine 
the Proceedings of the Legiflature, or any Part of Government, 


SO S EC FIONN XXXII, 

As every free Man, to preferve his Independence, (if without a fufficient Eftate) 
ought to have fome Profeffion, Calling, Trade, or Farm, whereby. he, may. honeftly. 
` fubfift, there can be no Neceffity for, nor Ute in eftablifhing Offices of Profit, the 
ufal Efase of which are Dependence and Servility, unbecoming Freemen, in the 
Pofitffors or Expectants ; Faction, Contention, Corruption ; and Diforder. among 
thie People. Bue if any Man is called into public Service, to the Prejudice of his. 
private Affairs, he has a Right to a reafonable Compenfation ; and whenever an 
Cice, through Increafe of Fees, or otherwife, becomes fo profitable as to occafion 
many to apply for it, the Profits ought to be leffened by the Legiflature. 


s* E C THEO N XXXIV. 
THE future Legiflature of this State, thall regulate Intails in fuch Manner as tg 
prevent Perpetuities, 


SECTION XXXV, 

To deter more effe€tually from the Commiffion of Crimes, by continued vifible 
Punifhment of long Duration, and to make fanguinary: Punifhments lefs neceffary, 
Floufes ought to be provided for punifhing by hard Labour, thofe who. thall-be 
convicted of Crimes not capital; wherein the Criminal fhali be employed for the 


Benefit of the Public, or for Reparation of Injuries done to private Perfons rae 


and all Perfons, at proper Times fhall be admitted to fee the Prifoners at thei 
Labour, 


S EC TI O N XXXVI. 


Rveny CTec, wherher judicial, executive, or military, in Authority urdeg 
this Seats, dicli cake the feHuwing Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance, and general 
, 


th ox Office, Defore. he enter on the Execution of his Office. 


The Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance, 


EE Te wt Og fokmnly fovear by the ever-living Gal, Cor afirm in Prefence of | 


Alisighty God thet 1 will be frue and faithful to the State of Vermont; and:that I 
will not, divesily or indiretily, do any AF or Thing prejudicial or injurious to the Confii- 


tution or Government thereof, &s fabli ited by Cónvention.” 


l The Oath or Affirmation of Office, 
Ee Fn nm do folemnly fwar by the ever-living God; Cor afirm, in. Profence.of 
Almighty Gad.) that I will faithfully execute ibe Office of fer the of 
and will de egual Right and Fapice to ail Men, tothe bef. of my Jadgrent and STE 
gecording to Lat i . ; 


A e 


L E 


SECTION XXXVII. 
No public Tax, Cuftoim, or Contribution, thall be impofed upon, or paid by 
the Peaple ofthis State, except by a Law for that Parpale 3 seng before any on 
be made for raifing it, the Purpofe for which any Tay i is ta be railed: ogh. to, 


pear clear to the Legiflature, to be of more Service to the Community, than the! 


Money would be, if not collected ; whicti being well oblerved, Taxes can never 


be Burthens, 
SECTION 
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SECTION. XXXVII. TE 
- ` Eygry Foreigner, of good Characters. who comes to fertile in this State, having’ 


firft taken an Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to the fame, may purchale, or by 


-ather jut Means acquire, hold, and transfer Land, or other real Eftate ; and after - 


one Year's Refidence, hall be deemed a free Denifon thereof, and jntitled to all 
ae Riches of a natural born Subject of this State; except that he fhall not be ca- 


e 


pable of being elected a Reprefentative, yntil after two Years Refidence. 


5 E C T'I O N XXXIX, - 


THAT the Inhabitants of this State hall haye Liberty to hunt and fowl, ‘in 
fexfanable Times, on the Lands they hold, and on other Lands (not enclofed 5) 
and in like Manner to filh in all boatable and other Waters not private Property, 
unde: proper Regulations 49 Be heneafter made. and proyided by rhe General 

lemab y. % “g 5 A 2 


ld 


| -EC F I O N XL. ae 
A Scxoot or Schools thall be eftablithed in each Town by the Legiflature, for 
the convenient Inftruction of Youth, with fech Salaries to the Mafters; paid by 
each Town, making proper Ufe of School-lands in each Town, thereby to enable 
them to inftruét Youth at low Prices ;—One Grammar School in each County, 
and one Univerfity in this State, ought to be eftablifhed by Direction of the Ges 

neral Affembly. ` 

Laws for the Encouragement of Virtue, and Prevention of Vice and Immorali« 
‘ty, fhall be made, and kept conftantly in Force; and Provifion fhall*be made for 
their duc Execution : And all religious Societies, or Bodies of Men, that have, 


` or may be hereafter united or incorporated, for the Advancement of Religon and 


Learning, or for other pious and charitable Purpofes, fhall be encouraged and 
protected in the Enjoyment of the Privileges, Immunities and Eftates, which they 
in Juftice ought to enjuy, under fuch Regulations as the General Affembly of this 
State fhail direét. | B 
‘§ EC TION X, 
Aut Field and Stef Officers, and commiffioned Officers 6f.the Army, and all 


, -SECTION XLI 
Tar Declaration of Rights is hereby declared to be a Part of the Conftitution 
of this State, and ought never to be violated, on any Pretence whatfoever, 


o SECTION" SEV ew 2. o o’ 
In order that the Freedom of this Common-wealth may-be preferved inviolate 
forever, there fhall be chofen by Ballot, by the Freemen of this-State, on the Jaft 
Wedneftiay in March, in the Year One thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, on 
the lat Wednefday in: March, in every feven’ Years thereafter, thirteen Perfons 
who thali be chefen in the fame Manner.the Counfel is chofen, except they thall 
‘not be out of the Council or General Aflembly, to be called the Council ot Cenfors 5 
who thall meet together on the firft Wednefday of Fuse next enfi uing their Election; 
the Majority of whom fhall be a Quorum in every Cafe, except as .to calling a- 
Convention, in which Two-thirds of the whole Nuniber elected fhall agree ; and 
- whofe Duty it fhall be to enquire whether the Conftitution has been preferved 
inviolate in every Part ; and whether the legiflative and executive Branches of 
Government have pérformed their, Duty, as Guardians of the People, or affunred 
to themielves, or exercifed other or greater Powers than they are entitled to by the 
. i . _ Conftitution, 


ji 


( wm ) 


 Conttitution. They are alfo to enquire whether the public Taxes have been juftly 


Jaid and collected in all Purts of this Common-wealth—in what Manner the public. 
Monies have been difpoled of, and whether the Laws have been duly executed, 
For thele Purpofes they thall have Power to fend for Perfons, Papers and Records ;” 
they fhall have Authority to pals public Cenfures—to order Impeachments, and 
to recom.neid to the Legiflature the repealing fuch Laws as appear to them to 
have been enacted contrary to the Principles of the Conftitution: Thefé Powers 
they hall continue to have, for and during the Space of one Year from the Day 
of their Eiection, and no longer. The faid Council of Cenfors fhall alfo have . 
Power to call a Convention, to ‘meet within two Years after their fitting, if there 


_appears to them an obtulute Neceffity of amending any Article of this Conftitution 


which niay be defective—explaining fuch as may be thought not clearly expreffed, 
and of adding fuch as are neceffary tor the Prefervation of the Rights and Happi- 
nels of the People: But the Articles to be amended, and the Amendments pro- 
poled, and fuch Articles as are propofed to be added or abolifhed, fhall be pro- 
miulgated at Jeaft fix Months before the Day appointed for the Ele&ion of fuch 
Convention, for the previous Confideration of the People, that they may have an 


‘Opportunity of initructing their Delegates on the Subject. 


THE END 
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ACTI AND LAWS 


Securing the Privileges of the People. | 


ACTS. 
so AND S) E 
LAWS 


Paffed by the’ General Affembly of | the 


La 


Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the 


State of VERMONT, at their 
Seffion at Bennington, February vith; 
A. D. 1779 l 

: | 


=a 
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An Aé for fecuring the general Privileges of the Peo- 
ple, and eftablifhing Common Law and the Confti- 
tution, as Part of the Laws of this State. 


fe RASMUCH as the free Fruition of Juch Liberties and Privileges 
as Humanity, Civility, and Chriftianity call for, as due te every Man, 


in bis Place and Proportion, witheut Impeccbment and Infringenient, kath.. 


been, and ever will be, the Tranquility and Stability of Churches and Common- 
ira 3 and the Denial or Deprival thereof, the Difturbaxce, if not Ruin of 
oib è ; ; a 


E If ENACTED, and itis hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives 
of tke Freemen of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, 
and by the Authority of the fame, That no Man’s Life thall be 
taken away ; no Man’s Honor or good Name ftained; no 

Man’s Perfon fhall be arrefted, retrained, banifhed, difmember- 
ed, nor any Ways. punifhed ; no Man fhall be deprived of his Wife or 
Children 3 no Man’s Goods or Eftate fhall be taken away from him, nor 
any Ways indamaged, under Colour of Law, or Countenance of A uthority ; 
_ unlefs it be by Virtue of fome exprefs Law of this State, warranting the 
fame, eftablifhed by the.General Affembly ; or in Cafe of the Defe& of 

fuch Law in any particular Cafe, by fome plain Rule warranted by the 

Word of GOD, THAT 


Preamble: 
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but by Law. 


ACTS AND LAW'S. 


Directing Juftices in their ‘Duty. | | 
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Tuar all the People of the American States within this State, whether 
they be Inhabitants or not, fhall enjoy the fame Juftice and Law that is 
general for this State, in all Cafes proper for the Cognizahce of the civil 
Authority and Courts of Judicature in the fame, and that without Partia- 
lity or Delay : And that no Man’s Perfon fhall be reftrained or imprifoned, 
by any Authority whatever, before the Law hath fenténced him thereto, if 
he can and will put in fufficient Security, Bail, or Mainprize for his Ap- 
pearance, and good Behaviour in the mean Time ; unlefs it be for capital 
Crimes, Contempt in open Court, or in fuch Cafes wherein fome exprefs 
Law doth allow of or order the fame. a l 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That Common Law, as 
it is generally practifed and underftood in the New-Engiand States, be, and 


‘is hereby eftablithed as the Common Law of this State: 


Be it further enaGed by the Authority aforefaid, That the Conftitution of 
this State, as eftubiifhed by General Convention held at Wind/or, Fuly and 
December 1777, together with and agreeable to fuch Alterations and Addi- 
tions as fhali be made in fuch Conftitution, agreeable to the 44th Se¢tion 
in the Pian of Government, fhall be forever confidered, held, and main- 
tained, as Part of the Laws of this State,- 


An Aé@ dire€ting Juftices of the Peace in their Office 
Wetec, | and Duty. 


LE it enadted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the, Authority 

of the faime, That on Complaint made to any of the Juftices of the Peace 
within this State, of any Breach of Law, committed in the Courty where 


_fuch Juitice lives, he fhall grant out his Writ, Warrant, or Summons (as , 


the Nature of the Cafe may require) requiring the Appearance of the’ Pers 
fon fo complained of before him; who fhall duly examine into the Matter, 
(the Delinquent being prefent) and if, upon Examination, fuch Juftice 
does find the Matter in Demand, or Fine, to exceed Twenty Pounds, or- 
corporal Punifhment due to the Crime with which the Party complained 


of is charged, to exceed Ten Lafhes, then fuch Juftice fhall bind fuch 


Cffender in Recognizance, or fend him by Mittimus to Goal, as he fhall 
find convenient or neceffary, to appear before the next Superior or County 


_ Court, and be dealt with as the Law direéts- 


Tuar in Caie the Juftice fhall, upon fach Examination, find the Matter 
in Demand, or Fine, does not exceed Twenty Pounds, or corporal. Pu- 
nifament due for fuch Offence as the Offender is charged with, does not 
exceed Ten Lames, and Title of Land is not concerned, fuch Jufice, 
with the Advice and Affiftance of one or two other Afiiitants or Juftices, 
fhall proceed and try fuch Action, and award Sentence and Execution 
accordingly. 


~" Ann in Cafe the Juftice does find the Matter in Demand, or Fine, does 


not exceed Ten Pounds, or.corporal Punifhment as aforefaid dees not exceed 
Ten Lathes, and ‘litle of Land is not concerned, as aforefaid, fuch Fuftice 
may and fhall have a Right to try fuch Aion, and award Sentence and 
Execution according! 

a ALWAYS 
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A batement of Writs.. i Adultery 5 Poly gamy. l 3 


paa a 


Arwavys-provided, That fuch Cafes fhall bë tried by. Jury, if either | Proyifo-for 
Party require it; of which fuch Juftice or Juftices fhall always give Infor- Jary. 
mation iu the Parties; before they proceed to Trial, a, 

Waren Jury hall be Six Freemen of the -Neighbourhgod, qualified, ; 
if#pannelied and fworn,. who fhall find the Matter in Iffue, with Damages, Hee fn ae 
according to Law and Evidence; and. the Juftice or J uftices thereon {hall “ xr 


make and declare Sentence, — 


An A& concerning Abatement and Amendment of 
3 “Writs, Judgments, &c. | n 
s BE it enaliéd, ard it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentaiives of the Freemen of 
ihe State of Vermon; ih General affembly met, aud by the Authority of the 
Jame, That all Writs, Proceffes, Declarations, Indictments, Pleas, Antwers,  procefs to ba 
Replications, and Entrics in tne feveral Courts of Juftice within .nis State, intheEnplith 
fhall be in che Engisth Tongue, and no other. ; Tongues 
-. Anp that no Summons, Procefs, Writ, Warrant, or other Proceedings 
-in Court or Courle of Juitice, häll be abated, arrefted, or reverfed-for any 
kind of circumitantial Error or -M:ftake, where the Parties and the Cautle 
may be tightly underftood and intended by the Court; or througltDeitdt, No Writ to 
or want of Form only, and. the Judges, or Juftice, on, Motion made in be abated, 
Court, may order Amendoyenc thereof, í : 


An A@ againft, and for the Punifhment of Adultery. 

fit inatied, and it is bereby enatied by the Repref.ntatives of the Freemen 

of the State of Vermont,.1 General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 

tke fame, nat whotoever thall commit Adultery with a married Woman, 

or one betrothed to another- Man, both of them fhall be feverely pu.ifhed 

| by whipping on the naked Body nat exceeding Thirty-nine, Stripes, and — Adu!tereré 

ftigmat.zed, or burnt on the Forehead, with the Letter 4, ọn a hot Iron; to bz wh’pr, 

and each.of them fhall wear the capital Letter 4, on the Back af their branded, &e. 

eutfide Garment, of a different Colour, in fair View, during their Abode 

"in this State. And as oftcn as fuch convicted Perion thall be feen without 

fuch Letter, and be thereof convicted before an Affittant or Jultice of the N 


Peace in this State, fhall be whipt on the naked Body, not-exceeding Fen 
Stripes, 


An A& againft Polygamy. 


E REAS the Violation of the Marriage Covenant is contrary to 
ihe Command of GOD, and deftruétive ta Families : 4 
it enagied, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of ibe State of Vermont, in General Afjembly met, and by. the Authority of 
the fame,’ That if aay Perfon or Pertons in this State being married, or. 
who fhali hereafter marry, do at any Time prefume to marry any. other 
Perion, the former or other Hlufband or Wife being alive, and not by Law. Polypamy 
‘divorced ; or thull continue to live together fo married, that then every punithed a8 
fuch Offender hall fuffer and be punifhed as in Cafe of Adultery ; and Aduliery. 
fuch Marriage hall be, and is hereby declared to be null and void—-which 
Offenders thail be tried in the County where they fhall be apprehended. ~ 


S 


t Preamble. 


'_ Void, 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


4. _ Lafcivious Carriage. Inceft. - 


An A& for the Punifhment of lafcivious Carriage and 
Behaviour. T 


Fe R the preventing of lafcivious Carriage and Bebaviour—againft, and 
for the Punijhment of which (in Regard of the Variety of Circumpances) 
particular and exprefs Laws cannot be eafily fuited and made. b¢refore, 


Bz it enatted, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentateves of the Freemen 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Muthority of 
the faime, That the feveral and refpective County Courts within this State, 
fhall be, and are hereby impowered and directed, -to proceed~againft and 


Punifament | PUnifh fuch Perfons as {hall be guilty of lafcivious Carriage and Behaviour, 
of Paras either hy impofing a Fine on them, or by committing them to the Houfe 
gottp a‘ laf. of Correction, or by inflitting corporal Punifhment on them, according to 
civiousBeha- the Nature and Aggravation of the Offence, according to the Difcretion 


visur, of fuch Court; that fuch feafonable and exemplary Punifhment may be 
i inflicted on fuch Offenders in that Kind, that others may hear and fear. 


$ 


An A& for the Punifhment of Inceft, and for pre- 
venting inceftuous Marriages. 


BË it enabled, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen gf 


ae ERRI = A 


the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of tbe i 


fame; ‘Chai no Man fhall marry any Woman within the Degrees of Kin- 

dred hereafter named in this A& ; that is to fay; No Man fhall marry his 

Grandfather’s Wife, Wife’s Grandmuther, Father’s Sifter, Mother's Sifter, 

Deorees of Wifes Mothers Sifter, Father’s Wife, Wife’s Mother; Daughter, ' Son’s 

Ksadred for Daughter, Wife’s Daughter, Son’s Wife, Sifter’s Son’s Daughter, Daugh- 

bitden t0 ter’s Daughter, Soms Son’s Wife, Daughygr’s Son’s Wife, Wifes Son’s 

sa Daughter, Wife’s Daughter's Daughter, Brothers Daughter, Sifter’s 
' Daughter, Brother’s Son’s Wife, Sifter’s Son’s Wite. l i ; 

Ax» if any Man fhall hereafter marry, or have carnal Copulation with 


. any Woman who is within the Degrees before recited in this Act, every 
Soch Marri 


AE o apune be born of fuch inceftuous Marriages or Copulation, fhall be forever dif- 


Will, by Father or Mother. T 

Tuarevery Manand Woman who thall marry, or carnally knoweachother, - 

Penalty on being within any of the Degrees before mentioned in this A&, and fhail be 
fach as thal} convicted thereof before any Superior Court in- this State, fhall be fet upon 


fo marry. the Gallows, the Space of one Hour, with a Rope about their Neck, and | 
the other End caft over the-Gallows; and in the Way from thence to the | 
common Goal, fhall be feverely ‘whipt, not exceeding thirty-nine Stripes 


each. 


Towearthe Aso, every Perfon fo offending, fhall forever after wear a Capital Letter 


Letter I, &c. J, of two Inches long,ʻand proportionable Bignefs, cut out in Cloth ofa. 


contrary Colour to their Cloaths, and fewed upon their Garments, on the 
Outfide of their Arm, or on their Back, in open View. ioe 
RS 


abled toinherit by Defcent, or by being generally named inany Deed or | 
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fuch Marriage fhal} be null and void; and all Children that fhall hereafter 
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© O ACTS AND LABS. 


Rape: Regulating Marriages. 


. Awn if any Perfon ot Perfons, convicted and fentenced as aforefaid for 
fuch Offence, fhall-at any Time be found without their Letter fo worn; 
during their Abode ‘in. this State, they-fhall, by Warrant from any one 
Affiftane or Jultice of the Peace, be forthwith apprehended, and ordered 
to be publicly whipt, not-exceeding fifteen Stripes, and from Time te 
Time, or as often as they fhall fo offend. 2 l 
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© -An A& for the Punifhment of Rape. ee 


r 


PE it enatied, ona it is bereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of- 
ibe State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
feme, That if any Man fhall forcibly, and without Conient, ravith any 
Woman, or Maid, by committing.carnal Copulation with her, againft her 
Confenz, he fhall be put to Death, `. ee. was 
Provided Complaint and Profecution be made forthwith; upofi ‘the 


Rape; and that the Woman, in Time of her Diftrefs,-did make an Outcry 
on the Occafion: yi 


+ 
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An A& regulating of Marriages; : . = 


~ 


| ‘together, befare they arrive to lawful Age’; that js to fay; A Male Perion 


or the Mafter or Mafters, or Guardians of fiich Perion.. ie 
-a Any Perfo that {hall prefume to join any. Man ar -Woman together ‘in 


k 


a á % » ~ -į A x R ¥ a ne oe råe 
; mitted, the Sum of Fifty Pounds; to be recovered ‘by Bill, Plaint; or n- 


ferior Courts, Juftices of the Peace.in their refpectivé, Counties; fettled 
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Boats. Privilege of Communities. High Treafon, 
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B; the State of Vermont, in General Afembly met, a cebboni 
e fame, That if any Perfon or Perfons belonging to, -or refiding, within 
‘this State, and under the Proteétion of its Laws, fhall levy War againft 


An A& to prevent the taking and ufing Boats and 
. Canoes, without Leave, =~ “a 

us BEZHERE AS the taking and-ufing of Boats and Canvet, without Liberigy 

is too frequentiy practifed, to the Damage of the Owners thereof. ` 

aes Which to prevent, 4 ae oe 

BE it enacied, and it is hereby enadted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of the Siate of Vermont, im General Affembly met, and by; the Authority 

of the fame, That whofoever fhail take and ufe any-Kind of Boats or 

Cances, other than fuch as fhali be taken up going adrift, and loofe from 

ang Shore, or found when driven away and lek, without Liberty froni the 


„Owner`or Owners thereof, hall, for every fuch Offence, forfeit and p 
to the Owner or Owners thereot Double the Damage he or they thall iuf - 


tam by his or their Boat or Canoe’s being taken and afed. as aforefaid, to 


1 


be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information. 


a“ 
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An A@ for enabling Communities to maintain, recover, 
' and defend their common Rights, Eftates, and 
Interefts- a ee aes 


BE it enadied, and it ix Berchy aiaBed by the Reprefentaries of tbe Fronts 
P of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, ant by the Authority of 
the jame, Toat i fil apd.may’.be lawful for all and every Town, Village, 
Préciict, Fruftees' ror Scliools; Proprietors -of Commons ór undivided 
‘Lands, Grann add otter Eftates aid Eoverefts, and’ alt other Jawful Socie- 
‘ties ‘or Communities whatfoever, ‘tov fue, cumihence, and’ profecute any 
Saits or Actions, for rhe etiaintaifing, | Recovery, or Defence of their 
Grants; Intetett, and Effates; ini any Court proper to try the Taney arid 
th appear either by cheatfelves, Agents, or Attorniés? And ir hike Marte 
fer to detest in gil fach 

amenced againit tiem. © 
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© Agp whe an 
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Suire and Adtions’ as fall be Brooght of esta 
i fuch Town, Village, Précint, Truftees, Proprietors, ot 


Pee ena ene 


‘Society, avuforefaid, fall be fued; it Mall Be fofficiene Notice for-thedt to 
“appear aad anfwer, tokave a irut Copy'of the Wrir or Súmmons còt- 


“raaide fuch: Sut, or Aion, with their Clerk, or other _piincipss Meaiber, 
iting of the’ Cotte | 


“Eabibicane; br- Proprieror Twelve Days before’ the 


Community. where the Cafe is to be heard,.as.in other Actians is provided.” ae 
SNe ee ee An, Ad again High Treafon. | 2 °° 
i c am Pc: Oe ‘ or a > 


„the State, or. Government. thereof, or knowingly-and-willingly thall-aid or 
affift any Enemies at open War againtt this State, or the United pane 


it enaitad, ond. it is hereby enadted by the Reprefintatines of the Freriks 
and by the Authi af. 


States of. 
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.  Bftablifhing County Lines, | - 
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America, by joining their A rani’, of by inlifling, Of procttring or perfuading -` 
thers 16 inhift for that Putpofe; or by firmiffing: fuch Enemies with 
Arms, o Ammiuliition, Provifioñ; or ahy other Articles for their Aid or 
Comfort ; or by tatrying dt a treacherous Correfpondence with them ; or 
+ fhall form, or be any Way. concerted its forming any Combination, Plot, 
or Confpiracy, for -betraying this Srate,? or the United States, into 


the Hands, or Power of any Enëmy y or fhall give, 


or attempt te give or 


fend any Intélligenée to the Enefiti¢s ôf this State for that Purpofe # évery 
Perfon fo offending; aitd being theredf convicted, fall -fuffer Death, and 


his Eftate fhalt be confilcated, 


And be it farther enaiied by the Aathovity aforefaid, That if any Perfon 
ör Perfons Mall endeavor to join the Enemies of this State, or of the United 
States; or ufe their Influence to perfiade or induce atiy Perfon or Perfons 
to join, aid, eotnfort, òf affilt then}, any Way er Manner whatfoever 3 or 
fhal have Kuowlest of any Perfor ór Perfons endeavoring, or ufing their 
‘¥nfluence aforefaid, afit all cósceat the fame, fhalf be punifhed by Fine, 
‘according to the Nature ef Kis Offerce, arid fhali.-be -imprifoned, at rhe 
Judgment of the Superior Court, in any of the Goals im this State, not 


exceeding Ten Years. 


P an 


Perfonsguil- 
ty of Ugh 
Treafon, to 
Be panithed 
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ing or afii- 
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meat. 


JRE enacted, and it is beveby chased by the Repréfeitatives of the Fretmen of 
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Line of this Staié, thertve Seurheily ro che Nortleatt Corner of irefer, 


+ 


‘ Southerly. ür a fraishe Line tothe Norchealt Corner of Shrewsbury s thénte 


` On-the Bafletly Linc.of Spriw/busy;. vai the Sousheafterly Coser theréof 5 - 


thence Weft to the Northeaft Corner of Wallingford + thénte Southerly on 
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_ Lifters dire&ted in their Qffice and Duty. ` 


Bounds of 
tbe County 
OfCunberiand 


~ 


Lifters to 
savn the Ia- 
hawi-ants ia 
Mwy anunai- 
ly ¿c give ia 


their Liis. 


Li's to be 
” given in at 
or dbafsce he 
_ ioth of Juy- 


Efates in 
otherTowps 
to be, &c. 


Sum total to 
be returned 
to theAffem- 
blyinOcicter. 


to the Southeafterly Corner of the latter; thence Southerly on the Wefterly 
Lime of Somerfet, to the Southweft Corner thereof ; thence Southerly tothe 
Northweit Corner of Draper ; thence Southerly in the Weft Lines of Drz- 
per and Cumberland, to the North Line of the Maffachufetts-Bay , thence 
Welterly on the Line of the Mafachu/fetts-Bay, to the Southweft Corner of -~ 
Pownal aforefaid, being the South Line of this State. a. 

Be it further enacted by the Authority afcrefaid, ‘Chat the tract of Land 
in the hereafter deicribed Limits, as well the Lands that are as thofe that 


‘are not appropriated, fhall, be and remain one entire County, and known 
ty of Cumberland, viz. begining at the S.urueatt 


by the Name of the Coun 
Corner ef the County of Bennington, in the North Line of the State of the 


Maffachujetts-Bay , thence Eaft`in faid Line to Connecti¢ut-River; being the _ 


Sou.h Line of this State ; thence up faid River as it tends to the South 
Line of the Province of Quebec, being the Eaft Line of this State ; thence 
‘Welt in the South Line of the Province of Quebec, to the N ortheaft Cor- 
nėr of the County ot Bennington, being the Norton Line of this State ; thence: 
Southerly in the Eat Line of the County of Benningtons to the Southeaft 
Corner thereof, 


° 


Ain AG directing Lifters in their Office and Duty.” 


RE jt enaBed, and it is hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of thé state of Vermont, in General Affembiy met, and by ibe duthorliz of 
the Jamè, Taat tze Lifters in the feveral Powns in this State, being iwora 
to ihe raithiul D.icaarge of their Office, fhail by themitives, or one or 
more d putea by them, fme Time in the Month of May annually;warn 
ali the Inhabitants praper to be. lifted in their Towas, or Precincts; or 
leave Notice at their Houfts; of ufual Places of abode, to give in to tiem | 
their refp:t:ve Lifts. ee: 

Anp the faia Inhabitants being fo warned, hall give in to the Lifters, in 
Writing, a true Account of all their liftable Poles, and all their rateable, 
Eitate, being their Property, or belonging to them, on the twentieth of 
Fune following, at or before the tenth Day of Fuly following, particularly 
mentioning therein all fuch Things as are in Act hereafter exprefsly value - 
ed; figned with their Names; or Marks; which Accounts the faid Lifters 
fhall aceept, adding thereto according to their beft Judgment, a Value for 
all Things hereafter mentioned in this A& to be lifted, that are not Parti- 


cularly valued, and make the Whole into one-general Lift; 


Awp that every Perfon or Perfons; having any Lands or real Eftate | 
proper to be rated, in any other Town than where fach Perfon dweils; fhilt 
give into the Lifters of fich Towns where fuch Eftate doth lie, a true 
Lift thereof, in Manner as beforementioned, without any Warning- given 
by the Lifters of the Town where fuch Eftate is Hable to be rated as 
aforefaid, or be liable to be fourfolded. a aa 

Trar.the Lifters fhall return the Sum total of the Lift unto the General 
Affembly in Ogoder annually, with a Certificate from the Affiftant, Juftice, 
or Town Clerk, before whom the faid Lifters were fworn, that they were 
{worn to the faithful Difcharge ot their Office, fome Time before the Firit 
Day of May preceeding. eee ae 
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Lifters‘direfted in their Office and Duty 


kod 
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Anp every Liftet who fiall Neglect-carrying or fending by one of the 


Reprefentatives to the General Affembly, the Sum total, and Certificate as 
aforefaid, fhall Forfeit and Pay to the Treafurer of this State the Sum of 


Ten Pounds. . l a 
Tuar if no Sum total be returned from any Town, orthere be no fuch 


` Certificate, fuch Town fhall be doomed by and at the Difcretion of the 


Affembly. ° 
Tuar the Lifters after the tenth of 4ugu/t annually; fhall, and they are 


. hereby required, carefully to Infpe*t the faid Lift, until the twenty-fifth of 


. Conftables, or Collectors of Rates, 


the fucceeding September,-and-to add Four-told for all the Polls and rates 
able Eftate they fhall find left out of the Lift by any Perfonor Perfons, the 
Property whereof did belong to fuch Perfon or Perfons on the twentieth of 
Sune preceeding ;‘and if any Doubt fhall arife thereon, faid Eftate thall be 


oy 


adjudged or reputed the Property of the Perfon affeffed for the fame, un- 


‘lefs he-can thew it to have,been the Property of fome other Perfon on the 


Taid twentieth of Fune: And alfo add to faid Lifts four-fold for the whole 
rateable Eftate and Polls of all fuch Perfons as have given in no Lifts, as a 
Penalty on faid Perfons for their Neglect ; who ‘hall pay Rates for the 
fame, according to their four-fold Affeffinents. . 

Ano one Half of all Sums arifing upon fuch Additions, hall, ‘by the 
be paid to faid Lifters, as a Reward 
for their Trouble; and the other Half hall be for the Ufe for which Tuch 
Rates are mádė. 2. a l i 

AnD the faid Lifters thall add the Sum total of foch Additions and 
Four-folds, to the Sum total before-inentioned, and tranfmit the fame to 
the Affembly, with fuch Additions, on Pain of paying the before-mentioned 


© Penalty. 


TuarT the faid Lifters fhall annually, fome Time in the Month of Ògo- 
ber, deliver the Lifts of the Polls and rateable Eftate of the Inhabitants of 
their Town, by them made, to the Clerk of the Town, taking his Receipt 
for the fame, upon Penalty of paying Five Pounds each Lifter fo negleét- 
ing, to the Treafurer of the Town; to be -recovered by Bill, Plaine, or 
Information. ; 

Taat when, and fo often as any Perion or Perfons are over-charged in 
their Lifts, it hall be the Duty of the Lifters to grant Relief, in fuch 
‘Cafes only where the Eftate fhall appear not to have belonged to the: Per- 


: „fon on the twentieth of June preceeding ; or that it was not left out by him 


T wath et Oy wer woe 


they have) why fuch Relief fhould nor be. granted. : 


through his Negle&t or Wilfulnefs,; but from fufficient Grounds to think ig 
was loft; and that fo foon as he was fenfible of his Duty therein, he did 


offer his faid Eftate ¢ bona fide) to be entered in the public Lift, by faid 
Lifter or Lifters: And in Cafe the Lifters do refufe to grant fuch Relief, 


upon Application of the aggrieved Party, an Afiftant, or Ju‘tice of the 
Peace, with two of the Sele&-men of the Town,. may confider the Cafe; 


and grant fuch Relief as they thall judge juft, and agreeable to 


i at fi to this Act ; 
firft notifying two or more of the Lifters to attend, and hew Ë 


le (if any 


, Tuar if any of the Lifters in the refpective Towns, do negle&t, within 


the Time ordered by Law, to demand of any Perfon or Perfons within 


their Precing, their Lift as afor elaid; in every fuch Cafe, fuch Lifters are 
hereby required, at any Time before the zo-h of Sgptember next following, 
to aemand fuch Lifts of every Perfon fo negleted, ` os : 
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fo Lifters diteGted in their Gficé and Duty. 
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Lifes tò Awa if any Perfon, of whom fuch Lifts isdensanded 48 aforéfaid, fhalk 
iisko i a egleck to bring Ina’ true Lift of his Ettate, unto the Lifter fo demanding 
ees aE the tane; wichi Five Days aftér thé Démand, that theii fucti Lifter fhial 
Seis Gast make upa Litt tor the Perfon fo neglecting, according to thé béit of his 
Wa.nize, z Jaigment, and return the iame to the Gerieral Affembly 3 and all Perfons 
a be accordingiy affeffed, in the féveral Rates to bë madé on fuch 
ifts. l 
Be it entitted by thi Authority aforefaid, That all Malé Perféng in the fëve- 
Polls to he Fal Fowns in thts Siate, trom Sixteen Years old to Sixty, (Minifters of the 
fetin chet, Galpel, the Prel ieat and Tutots of the College, annual School-mafters, 
except. and Students of the College, until the Expiration of the ‘Time for their 
tulsing their fecond Degree, excepted, fhuil be fet in the Lifl each Perio 
a Sx Pounds, ; 
AnD atl rarectily Eftate hall ba fet in the Lift as follows, viz. 
Cattle, Sc. Eve.y Ox ur Suer, of Four Years old and upwards, at Fotir Poundé 
raced. _ tacit. ae = ; vO 
Buch Sréer of Eleifer, of Three Years old, and each Cow, Three 
Pou.ds. seeds ancl 
Each Steer or Heifer, of Two Years old, Two Pounds, 
Each Seer and Heifet, of One Year old, One Pound, ae 
Each Lorie or Mare, of three Yéars old of upward, Thrée Pounds, 
All Elurte Kind, of Two Years old, Two Pounds each, ` 
All Horie Kind, of One Year old, One Pouad each, 
AH Swine, of Océ Yeap old or upward, Ose Pouhd each; 
f Every Petivh tiaving Money on Hand, of due to thèm ovér and above 
Morey. A Debrs charged cthéreon, {hall put the Jame in thé ahnual Lift, at the 
Rate of Six tor every Hundred Pounds: And in Cafe the Lifters thall 
firipect any Perfon has noc given in the full Sum of Money Gn Hand, or 
due «is aforeiaid, the Lifters are hereby impowered to call fuch Perfon or 
Perlong betote them, there to givé in fuch Lifts un Oath shd cither of 
* faid Lifters are impowered to admihifter fuch Oath. — Y . 
Tsar alt Lands within] this State, after being improved one Year, either 
Lands: for Patture, Plowing, orMowing, or ftocked with Grafs, and within In- 
clofure; fall be fer in the Liit at Ten Shillings per Acre. 
l That all Horie Kina, or`other Creatures, rateable by Law, that are put 
Creatures ig upon any Farm in this State, remote from tie Towns whére the Owner 
pofleffion of dwells, and under, the Cate, Occuparicy ahd Impravement of a Tenant, 


~ a tenant. Mall be pit into the Liit of the Polls and fatedblé Eitate of fuch Tenant, 


in the Town or Pécoliar where fucli Farts Fs. And in all other Cales, 


all Hote Kind, and ottier Créaturés, ratedblé by Law, fiall be put into 


the Lift uf the Polls and rateable Eltate of the Owneis theréof, in the 
Towns where they dwell, . ~< Bt oo 
Anp all Peculiars, or Lands hot as yet Idid. within the Bounds of any 


, 


Pecutiv’s to Town, thole Lands, with the Perfons andEftatés thereupon; thall be 
berated with affffed by the Rates of che next Town unto it, tne Meafure or Liftimation 
to be by the Diitance of thé Meetiig-Houle or Center, . 0, 

Tuar the Minifters of the Gofpel that now, are, or heféafter may be 
Exeuiptions. fettled in this State, and rhe Preéfidetit of thé College; (during the Conti- 
fitiance of their public Service in the Gofpel Miniftry, and Prefidency) 

fjall a all their Eitite lying in the fame Town where they dwell; ex- 
enipted. ` 


‘the next 
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- Agalfo fhall all Lands in this State, fequeftred,.or improved for Schools, Exemption 
and other pious Ufes, be exempted. 0 o . 
Be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That all allowed Attornies 
at Law in this Common-wealth, fhall be fet in: the annual Lift for their = 
Faculty, the leatt Practitioner Fifty Pounds, and the others in Proportion, Attorniėg 
accotdirig. to their Practice; ' to be affeffed at the Difcretion of the Lifters rated. 
ofthe refpeétive Towns where faid Actornies live, during their Practice as 
ch. F i 
Aur Tradefmen, Traders, and Artificers,. fall be rated in the Lit pro- 
portidnable to their Gains and Returns ;.in like Manner all Ware Houfes, l 
Shops, Work Houfes, and Mills, where the Owners have particular Im- Traders, &c. 


provement or Advantage thereof, according, to-the bet Judgment and 


a 


Dilcretion of the Lifters > l 

Svon Perfons as arè difabled’ by Sicknefs, Lamenefs, or other Infirmi- Exemption 
ties, hall be exempted. | pa m 

Tat the Lifters chofen in the refpeđtive Towns, fhalt take the Oath _ Lifters to 
provided in the Cohftitution of this State, for fuch Officers. take oath. - 

And for enabling the faid Lifters to recover their Pari of the four-fold Af- 

_ felfments, out of the Hands of the Officers colletting’ the faméy > ` 

Be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, Fhat-when any Conftable or 


> Eolleétor of Rates, fhall negle& or refute to make Payment to the Lifters To. make 


ek Me RT ENEMA TOF ay 


of any fuch Sum or Sums of Money, as fhalt become due to them from: Appin T 
fuch Conftables or Collectors, on Account of fuch four-fold Affefiments, 'O 40 As 


-it fhall be lawful for fuch Lifters to maké Application to the next AMÈ- a eas 


ant, or Juftice of the Peace, who fall be, and is hereby impowered, to 
grant a Writ of Scire Facias againit fuch Conftable or Collrétor, to fhew 
aufe, (if any he hath) why Execution fhall not be granted againit.hini for , afe’ the 
fuch Sum, or Sums, with the neceffary Charges ; and if fuch Conftable, or Comeon do 
Collector, do not appear according to fuch Scire Facias, before iuch Affiit- po. thew 
ant; Juitice of the Peace, or County Court, according to the Value bf the reafon, &e. 
Aétion, and thew fufficient Canfe why Execution hall notbe granted as = * : 
atorefaid ; fuch Affiftant, Juftice, or County Court, fhall grant out Exe- 
cution in due Form of Law, to levy on the Goods arid Chattels of faid Execution 
Conttable, or Collegtor, for fuch Sum, or Suns, fo neglected, to be paid, t+ be grant- 
and the neceffary Charges; and for want of {uch Eitate,to take che Perfon, ed $i 
and retain the fame until Satisfaction be made, and the Money fo collected, 
be paid to the faid Lifters, i i 


I 1 


ss 


An A& conftituting and eftablithing one Superior 
Court in the State of Vermont. | 

È ìf enatted, arid if is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
3, Of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met; and by the Authority of 
ibe Jame, That one Superior Court; confilting, of five Judges, be, and is 
hereby conftituted inthis State, held and kept for the Year enfuing, at the 
Times, and Places hereafter mentioned, by one Chief Judge, and four Number of 
Other Judges, to be appointed arid commiffioned for that Purpofe ; any Judges. 
three of whom algae Power to hold faid Court : Which Court thall T 
have Cognizance of'all Pleas of the State, that relate to Life, Limb, or 

a other 


qa 
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ie ‘Superior Court. 3 
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trial, 


A&tioas cog- 
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Not cozni 
zable. 


' AÇouncellor 
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vacancy- 


I or 2Judges 
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Power to 
appoint a 


’ Clerk. 


To calla 
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Times and 
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transfered 
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Courts. 
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other corporal Punifhment : Alfo Fines, Banifhmeént, and Divorce ; and 
fhal] have Power to hear and determine the fame by Jury, or otherwife ac- 
cording to Law, and award Execution accordingly. And fhall have Cog- 
nizan¢cof all Pleas in Caufes or Actions between Party and Party, or between 
this State and any of the Subjects of this or the other States, whether the fame’ 
do concern of relate to Murder, Treafon, Burglary, Theft, Robbery, Riot, 
Goal-Breaking, refcuing Prifoners, impeding the Authority of this State 
in the Execution of their Office; alfo Trefpafs, Damage, Fraud, or Cheat; 
either by Appeal, Review, Writ of Error, Scire Facias, Indictment, 
Complaint, or otherwife, as the Law directs ; and the fame to try by Jury, 
or otherwife, as aforefaid, and therein proceed to Judgment, and award - 


‘Execution thereon accordingly. 


“Fuar this Court hall not have Cognizance of any Action where the 
Matter in Demand does not exceed Twenty Pounds, or the Fine does not 
exceed Twelve Pounds, except by Appeal. . 

Tsar this Court fhall have no Power to try any Action or Title of 
Land, for the Year enfuing ; any Claufe in this or any other Act of the 
Legiflature of this State to the contrary notwithftanding. 

Tuar when, and fo often as it fhall happen, that by Reafon of the ne- 
eeffary Abfence of, or juft Exception againit any of the Judges of the faid 
Superior Court, there fhall not be a fufficient Number of them to hold 
faid Court, or try any Caufe, the Vacancy fhall be fupplied by any of the 
Counfellors of this State. 

Tuat any one or two of the Judges of faid Court, being at the Time’ 
and Place for opening of faid Court, fhall have full Power to open and 
adjourn the fame. i 

TuarT the Judges of the faid Court fhall have. full Power to appoint 
and {wear a Clerk for faid Court; who fhall be, and he is hereby impow- 
ered to grant Executions on Judgments rendered in faid Court, and to act 
and do all Things proper tor him as a Clerk of faid Court, in the Execu- 
tion of faid Office, according to the Rules, Orders, and Directions of faid 
Court, and according to Law. 

Tunar the Chief Judge, or in his Abfence any three of the other Judges, 
{hall be, and they are hereby impowered to call a fpecial Court upon any 
extraordinary Occafion. | 

Tuar the Times and Places for holding the Superior Court of Judica- 
ture for the Year enfuing, fhall be as follows, That is to fay, | 

Wrrutn and for the County of Bennington, at Bennington, on the 
fecond Iburfday of December next. 

Wrrnin and for the County of Cumberland, at Weftminfter, 
fecond Thurfday of March next. i 

Waira and for the County of Bennington, 
Thurfday of June next, : l , 

Wirar and for the County of Cumberland, at Newbury, on the fecond 
Thurfday of September next. . 7 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Actions that are 
entered in any of the fpecial Courts in this State, which remain untried, 
fhall be transferred as they now ftand, from the {aid fpecial Courts into the 
Superior Court, at the: firft fitting of faid Court in the County where fuch 
Actions are now entered. : | 
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BE it enacted, and it is bereby enafied by the Reprefentatives 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the — 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


Riotous Diforders. Forcible Entry, and Detainer. © 13 


a 


An Aé& to prevent Riots, Diforders, and Contempt of 


z 


fame. | T 


Authority, within this State, and for punifhing the 


HEREAS breaking open Goals, refcuing Prifoners, Ec. are much to 
the Damage of civil Society, | 
l Which to prevent, ; Z 
E it enatted, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 


Preamble: 


of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of . - 


the fame, Thatif any Perfon;or Perfons, thall impede or hinder any Officer; 
judicial or executive, civil or military, under the Authority of this State, 
in the Execution of his Office, on Conviction thereof before the Superior 

Court of this State; fhall be whipped on the naked Back, not exceeding 
One Hundred Lathes for the firft Offence, and pay all Cofts and Damages 
that thall accrue from fuch Diforder, befide Coft of Profecution: And 
for Want of Eftate to pay faid Cofts, Damages, &c. the Offender may be 
bound in Service to any Subject of this State, for fuch Time as fhall be 
judged by faid Court to be fufficient to pay faid Cofts, Damages, &c: 
And faid Court are hereby authorifed to bind faid Delinquent. 

. Be it further enatied by the. Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon fhall 
be guilty of a fecond Offence of the like Nature, and fhall be convicted 
thereof, he fhall be branded with the Letter C on the Forehead, and fhall 
be whipped.on the naked Back, not exceeding one Hundred Lathes; to 
be repeated every Time of Conviction. ` ' l 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon or 


Perfons, either dire€tly or indireétly, fhall break open, or aid or affift in - 


breaking open any Goal, or Place of Confinement, wherein any Prifoner 
or Prifonets may be confined by the Authority of this State, on Conyicti- 
on thereof, fhall be whipped on the naked Back, not exceeding One Hun- 
dred Lafhes, and be branded on the Forehead with the Letter B, and pay. 
a Fine, not exceeding One Hundred Pounds, and all Cofts and Damages 
that may accrue from fuch Diforder, together with Coft of Profecution; 
and for Want of Eftate to pay faid Cofts and Damages, the Offender may 
be bound in Service as aforefaid. bd 

Tuar the Superior Court, before the Difmiffion of fuch Delinquent, 


may call on him to give Bonds, in Surety, not exceeding Three Thoufand 


Pounds, for his good Behavieur: And in Cafe fuch Delinquent fhall 
refule to give fuch Surety, faid Court are hereby impowered to confine 
fuch Delinquent in any of the Goals in this State. 


An Act dire&ing Proceedings againft forcible Entry 
‘and Detainer. | 


of the Freemen of 


Jame, That upon Complaint made to any one or more Affiftants or Juftices 


‘Of the Peace, of any forcible Entry made in any Houfe, Lands, Tenements, 


Or other Pofféffions, lying within the County where fuch Affiftant or 


Affiftants, 


Impeding 
Authority 
how punih: 
ed. 


—_ 


Second of; 
fence. 


Goal-break- 
ing how pu: 
nifhed. 


Court may 
require 
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Aporieved 
party to ape 
ply, &c, 
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on penalty 
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Coft_ taxed 
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tiner. 
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-Jury to be 
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Affiftants, Jukice or Juftices refide ; or of any wrongful Detainer of any 
' 


fuch Houtes; Lands; Tenements; or othet.Poffeffions,. by Force, or ftrong 
Hands, That is to fay, By, or with fuch violent Words or Aétions, as 
have a natural Tendency to affright and terrify ; every fuch Affiftant or 
Affiftanrs, Juftice or- Juttices, within, convenient Time, at the Coft of the 
Party aggrieved; {hali go to the Place where the {aid Force is, taking with 
him or them the Sheriff of the County, (if Neéd be) to aid and affitt faid 
Authority, and any of che People of thé County, {hall attend the faid 
Aflittant or, Affiftants,  Juftice or Juficés, to aMi him or them to ariéft 


fich Offenders (when. theredntd called) upon Pain of Imprifoninent for à ` 


Term not exceeding one Month, and of paying a Fine of Twerity Shil- 
Jings,to the Trealyry of tne County. oon 

. AnD. that.two Affiffants, or two Juftices, or óne Affiftant and one Jul 
rice, fhall have Authority to enquire by Oath, of. the People of the Jame 
County, -aswell as of rhém that make fuch forcible Entry, or hold and 
detain the.faine, by, Force and ftrong Hand : And if it be found on fuch 
Enquiry, that a-torcible Entry hath been made into Houfes, Lands, Tene- 
ments, or other Poficffions, or that the fane- are held by Force thefffuch. 
A ffittants, or Juftiçes, fhall. caye the fame Houles, Lands, Tenéments, or 
other, Poffeffions, . to be re-feized, and the Party to be put into Poffeffion 
therepf, who in, fach Manner-was ‘put or held out of the fame. 

i; AAND.in. SAA bag 

fach, Authority, the daid ‘Authority fhall alfo tax Bill of Coft againft fach 
‘Perfons as before them fhall be convicted of forcible Entry, or Detainer. 
_. Apn in-Cafe the Perfon complained of is found not ‘guilty, Colt fhalt 
„be taxed againft the Complainant, and Execution thereon ‘granted accor, 


dingly. 
"And to ibe End tbat Enquiry may be made, as aforefaid, 
~ “Beit enatted by the Authority gforefaid, That fuch Affiltants or -Jufticés 


` 


Shall make out their Wartants or Precepts, directed to the Sheriff of the, 


dame-County, or 


1% 


fuch Cafes, where. the Nature of the Fats are cognizable before 


| 


« | 


his Deputy, commanding him, in the Name of the ' 


Freemen of this State, to caufe to come before them Eighteen foyfficient _ 


and. indifferens, Perfons, dwelling near unto the Houfes, Lands, Tènements, 


-or other Poffef{fions, fo entered ppon or held as aforefaid, whereof Fourteen =, 
. [hal] be fworn well and truly to enquire of fuch torcible Entry, or Detainer, ~ 


ka 4 4 


and-to return a true Verdict, according to their Evidence, > o, 

Anp if the Sheriff fhall make Default, in not executing fuch Warraht 

or Precept, to him direéted, he fhall be fined or amerced in the Sum “of 

' Five Pounds, for every Default. ee ee En 

__,Anp every Juror, legally fummoned, making his Default by Non- 
appearance, fhall pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings. 


Tuar when it dhall fo happen, that the Sheriff is either a Party, or ftands « 


in the Relation of a Father or Son, by Nature or Marriage, or of a Brother 
«ip-the like Kind, Uncle or Nephew, Landlord or, Tenant to either of the 


Parties; either,of the Conftables af the Town where the Facts arẹ faid to 
_ be dong, nor being interefted, or rel 


? a 


ated “as aforefaid, fhall have, in thofe | 


i 
k 


Cales,- all the Powers’ and Authority that the Sheriffs, in this Att,” are i 
_vefted with, and. thall be under the fame Regulations, and in Cafe ‘of 


Default, liable to the fame Penalties, 


AND 


Idiots, impotent, diftra@ed, and idle Perfons. 15 


ee 


Anp that any Affiftant, or Affiftants, Juftice, or Juftices, holding fuch 
Couit of Enquiry, may impofe a Fine on every luch Offender, not excced- Of nders to 
ing Twenty Shillings ; and demand Bonds of fuch Offender or Offenders, be fined, o 
for their good Behaviour, until the next County Court in that County, oi sew 
theré to appear ; and on tuch Offender’s refuling or neglecting to give fuch od. P ` 
Bonds, .they may commit fuch Offender to Prifon, until be or they do 
eomply with the Judgment. l 

AnD if the Offence be aggravated by any open or hich-handed. Breach 
of Peace, or otherwife, the County Court may increafethe Fine according 
‘to the Aggravation or Circumftances of the Offence. l 
_ ALL Fites arifing ‘by Virtue of this AG, to be to and for the Uf of the 
County Tre . ot 

Ano the Party aggrieved thall recover treble Damages, and:Coft of Suit, _ ; 
by Action of Tretpals againft-the Offender.or Offenders, if it-be found by  A@tina cf 

` Verdict, ‘or in any other ‘Manner by due-Form of Law, that he or they trefpafs may 

entered into his Houle, Lands, Terements or other ‘Poffeffions, by Force. be entereds, 

Provided always, That'this Act fhall not extend:to any Perion or.Perfons 
who have had the Occupation,‘or.have been in the.quiet:Poffeffion of any Provifi. 
‘Ploitfes,-Lands, ‘Tenements, ‘or other Pofféffions, ‘for the Space.of Three **°*8% 
“whdle Years next!betore, and'his or their Eftate or Eftares therein, «is not 
ended or determined, any ‘Fhing ito the Contrary in .this. Ac notwith- 
-ftanding. ` . 


Fine may be 
increafed. 


Paid to the — 
C. Treafury. 
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An AG for'rélieving and ordering Idiots, impotent, 
_ ‘diftracted, -and sidle Perfons, 


; IRE it tnalied, and it is hereby enaied by the Reprefeniatives of tha Freanen of 
"the State of Vermont; ix General Affembly met, :and-by the Authority of the 
Jne, That’ when, and. fo often as it thall:happen; that-any Perion or Per-. 
fons fhall be naturally wanting. of Underftanding, fo as to be.uncapable Idiots, &c2 
“tol provide ior themfelves ; ~ryeby the:-Prévidence of GOD,.by A ges'Si ck- to be provid- 
_ nefs, or otherwife, .Gécdme poor and impotent, or: unable: ta. provide for’ & fur by the 
: “themifelves, “ahd having-no Eftate wherewithal-they may: be! fupported ; “898% . 
“then ‘they, and every-of-them,-fhall be prowided'-for and fapported by. fach 
‘of their Relations: as:{tand in the Line- or. Degree of Father: or: Mother, 
Grandfather ‘or Grandmother, -Children -or Grandchildren, tif they are of 
. fufficient Ability to-do the fame 3 which:fufficient Relations thali.provide 
-fuch Support" and .Maintañance in '‘fuch-Manner- añd ‘Proportion. as the 
“County Court in that County «where fuch Idiot, deftragted,: poor,:or im- 
: Potent Perfon dwells, fhalkjudge juft and reafonable, whether fuch fuficient 
“Relations dwell-in the fame or another Gounty. » And the faid Courts are 
| Hereby ‘fully authorifed, upon Application tothem made, either by the Se-- 
lectmen of the Town, or any one or more of -fuch;Relatiens, to-order-the 


E 
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o ne . a 
«fame! actordingly. a ae _ a 
|. (An: if aty7of fick Relations-who halabe by--fuch-Court sflefed:-or- | 


* ordered “to: pay any ‘certain: Sun-ors Sushs;: for the Purpofecaforclaid; fhall: 
*“neglect.to'do thefame, or 


. eon Execution 
n : give- füfficient Security toiabide by-and fulfilthe again fach 
S Judgment of the Court; the faid: Court may award Execution quarterly. a- as neglect. 

7 gatoft fuch Perfons refpectively, farlevying fo:miich:as they- ave-refpedtively 

` “aflefied, to be delivered.into the Hands of the Complainant, or Complain- 

| Ants retpectively, for the Purpofe aforefaid, . | Bor 
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~ 46 ‘Idiots, impotent; diftra@ted, and idle Perfons. 
Bur if fuch Idiot, diftraéted, or impotent Perfon, have any Eftate, the 
Eftates and County Court of that County where they dwell, may order and difpofe 
fervice of thereof in fuch Manner as they fhall judge beft for, and towards the Sup- 
Idiots &c tò port of the Perfons; as alfo the Perions themfelves, to any proper Work 
fupporsthem Or Service, he, fhe, or they, may be capable of performing, at the Dire@tion 
of the Seleét-men ; or the Seleét-men may appoint and impower fome 
Confervator MECT Perion, a Confervator to take Care of, and over-fee fuch Idiots, dif- 
may be ap- tracted, and impotent Perions, and their Eftates, for their Support ; who 
pointed. fhall be accountable to faid Seleét-men for their Management of faid Truft, 
when thereto ordered by faid Select-men. 
An if the Eftate of fuch Idiot, diftra&ted, or impotent Perfon, confit 
i of Houfes or Lands, the General Affembly (upon Application to them 
made) may licence and authorife the Seleét-men of the fame Town, or 
a fome other meet Perfon, to make Sale of fuch Houfes or Lands, or fo much 
Affembly thereof as the Affembly fhall think fit to order, to and for the Ufe, Re. ` 
tiay-order lief and Benefit of fuch impotent Perfon, the Produce thereof on Sale to be 
the fate of fecured, and employed for the Purpofe aforefaid, fo long as fuch Perfon 
lands. thall live; or until he or fhe be capable of providing and taking Care of 
him or herfelf; and the Overplufs (if any there be) in Cafe of Reftoration, 
to and for the Ufe of the Perfon; and in Cafe of Death, to and for the 
Ufe of the next and right Heirs of fuch Perfon. 
Tuar if fuch Idiot, diftraéted, poor, and impotent Perfons have not 
Eftate (the Income whereof being improved, or difpofed of, as aforefaid) 
: fufficient for theit Support, and no Relations appear to provide for them, 
tn cafe, &c. or that ftand in fo near a Degree that they may be compelled thereto ; in 
the Sele&- every fuch Cafe the Seleét-men, or Over{eers of the Poor of the Town or 
se to ae Peculiar where fuch Perfon is by Law an Inhabitant, be, and are hereby 
a a impowered and required to take effectual Care, and make neceffary Provi- 
’ fion for the Relief, Support and Safety of fuch Perfon, at the Charge of the 
or State’s. 
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Town or Place where he or fhe of Right belongs : And if they aoe = | 
o 


no Town or Place in this or the other American States, then at the Co 
this State; i 

Be it further énafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Sele&-men for the 
Time being, in the feveral Towns in this State, fhall from Time to Time, 


diligently Infpect into the affairs and management of all Perfons in their | 
Town, whecher Houfeholders or others ; and if they fhall find any Perfon © 


or Perfons that are likely to be reduced to Want, by Idlenefs, Mifmanage- , 


ment or bad Hufbandry, that then fuch Sele&-men may appoint an Over- 


feer to advife, direét, and order fuch Perfons in the Management of their “ 
ACertificate | 
of which Appointment fhall be fet upon the Sign-Poft, and a Copy thereof » 
forthwith ; and , 
fhall be able to 

Confert of iuch Overfeer, ' 


Bufinefs, for fuch Time or Times as they fhall think proper : 


lodged in the Town Clerk’s Office, by fuch Select-men, 
thereupon no fuch Perfon, while under fuch Appointment, 
make any Bargain, or Contract, without the 
that fhall be valid in Law. 


Anp if fuch Meafures do not prove fufficient to reform fuch Perfon, 
then the Seleét-men may, and they are hereby directed to make Applicati- 
on to the next Affiftane, or Juftice of the Peace, and inform him thereof ; F 
which Affiftant, or Juftice, is hereby directed and impowered, at the Re- 
i Warrant to the Sheriff, his De- 


puty, or either of the Conftables of that Town, commanding him to sere 


queft of the Sele&-men, to iffue forth his 
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‘Idiots; impotent, diftraéted and idle Perfons. 


the Body of fuch Perfon; and bring him before fuch Authority, in order that 
fach Perfon may be examined concerning his Idlenefs or Mifmanagement, 


and be dealt with according to this Act... oo, ! 
-Anp in Cafe fuch Perfon, who fhall be informed againft, fhall abfcond, 
fo that he cannot be taken ; then the Officer fhall ferve fuch Warrant, by 
leaving a true attefted Copy thereof at the ufual or laft Place-ot his 
Abode: And after the Proceedings above directed to; the Selectmen (if 
no fufficient Reafon be offeréd to the contrary) fhall, by and with the Adyice 
of faid Affiftant, or Juftice; (and having fuch. Advice, are hereby autho- 


rifed to) take fuch;Perfon, and his Family, if any. he hath, into and under . 


their Care ; and fuch Perfọn; and Family, affign, bind; or difpofe of in 
Service, as they fhall judgebefttDX 5.0: ee) oa el a 

Anp when the Seleét-mén fhall have taken into their Care any fuch 
Perfon, and difpofed of him, as aforefaid y or in Cafe of his abfconding, as 
aforelaid, being proceeded againft as aforefaid; thé Sclect-men are hereby 
authorifed, and fully impoweréd, by and with the Advice of:fuch Afiiftant 
or Juftice, to take into their Cuftody all the Lands, ‘Goods, Chattels, and 


Credits of fuch Perfons; and thé fame difpofe. of; improve and manage for’ 


the beft Good and Advantagé of fuch Perion; or his Heirs’ > _. , 
Seleét-men fhal! fell the Lands of fuch idle; 


Always provided, THAT no 


or mifinanaging, or poor Perfon, without the Order of the General Affembly: - 
Anp the Select-men fhall publifft their Doings with and on fach Eftate - 


taken by them, as aforefaid; by forthwith ferting wp a Certification thereof, 
under the Hands of fuch Authority and Seleét-menj at fome public Placé 
in the Town, and lodge a true Copy iheréof in the Towa-Clerk’s Office in 


iaid Town ; and fhall alfo; within Ten Days after the.taking of fach . 


Effate; make atrué and perfeé&t Inventory of all and fingular the Goods, 
Chattels; and Credits of fuch Perfon, as fhall come into their Hands, with 


ajut Eftimate of thé trie Value of every Article thereof, by the Appraife- 


ment of Two indifferent Freeholders under Oath, being thereunto appoint- 


` ed and [worn by faid Authority : Which Inventory; fo taken, fhall be 


lodged in the Town-Clerk’s Office of that Town: >°; , 

Anp if any Perfon or Perfons fhall detain; or withiold from fuch Se: 
lect-men, any Ejtate; Lands; or Crédits; belonging to fuch idle; mifmanag- 
ing, or poor Perfon; the faid Seleét-men are hereby impowered to denand 
and recover the fame by Action, or other lawful Means ; which-being re- 
covered and received by fuch Seleét-men; fhall be inventoried, and improved 
as aforefaid. 


Ano the faid- Sele@-inen thall take Cate to pay oüt of fuch Eftate, the 
juft Debts due from fuech Perfons. — . 


AnD- Perfon or Perfons fhall be aggrieved with the Doiñgs of 
fuch Seleé&t-men, in any fuch Cafe; they may apply and complain to the 
next County Court in that County, for Relief ; who are hereby impowered 
to afford fuch Relief, as, on hearing the Cafe, they fhall think convenient 
and juft, and give Orders therefor, and put the fame in Execution. 

Anp all fach Perfons, who fhal be taken, and whofe Eitates thall be 
taken and difpofed of, according to this A&, fhall be difabled to make any 
Contraét, Aét, or Deed, that thall be binding upon their Perfons or Etates, 
as Minors under Guardians by Law are, until by their Induftry, good 
Management, and Application ro Bufinefs, they fhall obtain a Certificate, 


under the Hands of {uch Sele&t-men and Authority, that they are releafed, 


and their Eftate put into their own Hands and Improvement. 
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An Ad for forming and regulating the Militia ; 
and for Encouragement of. Military Skill, for the 
better Defence of this State. 

DE it enatled, and it is hereby enefied by the Reprefeniatives of the Freemen of 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of tha | 
fame, That the Governor ot this State, for the Time being, fliall be | 

Captain-General and Commander in Chief; and the Depyty-Governor | 

for the Time. being, fhall be Major-General, of and over all the military | 

Forces within the fame. | 

Tuar alt the military Companies in this State, fall be formed inta 

Regiments, as tolloweth, viz. 

Taar the milicary Companies in the feveral Towns included in the - 

Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning on the Weft Bank of Cawnecs ; 

ticut-River, where the fame enters into the State of the Adoffachufetts-Bay , | 

from thence up faid River to the Northeaft Corner of the Townthip of 

Eelmine, thence Weft by the Needle of the Compafs, tothe County | 

Lise; thence Southerly on faid Line, until ix comes to the North Line of 

the Adeficebxfetts-Bay aforefaid ; from thence Eafterly on faid Line, to the 

Place of Beginning, be, and are hereby made and declared to be one entire 

204 diting Regtinent; and fball be diftiaguithed and called by the Name 

of the Firft Regiment. E | 
Tse military Companies in the feverat Towns and Gores igcluded in 

the Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Souchweft Corner! 

of the Townthip of Pewsal: from thence Northerly in the Line of this 

State, to the Northweft Carner of 2friingiow ; thence Eag a parallel Line, 

until it trikes the County Line; thence Southerly on faid County Line, | 

until it comes to the North Line of the State of Maffachufetts-Bay ; thence | 

Welterly on faid Adefachufetts Line, to the Place of Beginning, be, and is 

hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftin&t Regiment; and 

{hall be diftinguithed and called by the Name of the Second Regiment. 
Tur military Companies in the feveral Townfhips and Gores included 

inthe Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Northeaft Corner 

of the Lownthip of Wefminfler, on Connefficut-River, and running Naor- | 
therly up faid River, to the Southeaft Corner of the Townthip of Norwich; |i 
thence Wefterly on the Southerly Lines of the Towns of Norwich and | 

Sharon, and to continue the fame Courfe to the County Line ; thence | 

Southerly on faid Line, until it comes to the Northwett Corner of the |; 
Firft Regiment; thence Eafterly on faid Line, to the Place of Beginning, | 
be, and is hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftinét Regiment; | 
and fhall be dittinguifhed and called by the Name of the Third:Regiment. | 

Tue military Companies in the feveral Townfhips and Gores included | 
in the Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Southeaft Corner | | 

of the Townthip of Norwich, on the Weft Bank of Commefficut-River 3 

thence running Northerly on faid River, until it comes to the Forty-fifth | 
Degree of Northern Latitude; thence Weft on faid ,Line,.until it-comes | | 
to the County Line; thence Southerly on faid County Line, until. it comes 
to the Northweft Corner of the Third Regiment, thence Fafterly-on thel. 
‘North Line of faid Third Regiment, to the Place of Beginning, be, o 
and is hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftinét Regiment,; | 
and shall be diftinguithed and called by the Name of the, Fourth Regipen’ | 
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Forming and regulating the Militia. 


_ Tue military Companies in.the feveral Townfhips and Gores included in 
the Limits hereafter deferibed, viz. Beginning at the Northeaft Corner of the 
Second Regiment; from thence running Northerly on the County Line, 
until it comes ta the Forty-fifth Degree of North Latitude ; thence run- 
ning Weft or Canada Line, until it comes to Leke-Champlain ; then turning 
Southerly on the Weft Line of this State, until it comes tothe Northweft 


Corner of the Second Regiment , thence running Eafterly with the North | 


Line of the Second Regiment, until it comes to the firft:mentioned Bounds, 
be, and is hereby made and declared to be one intire and diftin@ Regi- 
ment; and hall be diftinguifhed and called by the Name of the Fifth 


Tuar where, by the aforefaid Divifion, or by any Divifion which fhalt | 


be hereafter made, it fhall fo happen that any of the faid military Companies 

fhall be divided, and put Part into one Regiment, and Part into another 

Regiment ;.in fach Cafe, fach. Company or Companies fhall belong to that 
Regiment, to which the major Part of the Company doth belong. 


Tuar there fhall be in each Regiment, from 1 ime to Time, appointed _ 


by the Soldiery and Freemen within the fame, a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, and Major, who fhall be commiffioned by the Governor of this State 
for the Time being. ; - j 

Tuart the Colonel, or Oficer commanding in each Regiment, as often 
as he hall fee Caufe, fhall require the Captain, or chief Officer of each 
Company in his Regiment, to meet at fuch Time and Piace as-he fhall 
appoint, to confer with them, and give in Charge fuch Orders as fhall by 
them, or the major Part of them, be judged meet, for the better ordering 
military Affairs, and promoting militarySkill andDifcipline in faidRegiment. 


Ano the faid Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major of each Regiment, . 


are hereby impowered to dignify the feveral Companies belonging to their: 
relpective Regiments, calling to their Affiftance the comimiffioned Officers 
of the refpective Companies of faid Regiment. 

And be it further enaited by the Authority aforefaid, That all 


male Percfons, 
from Sixteen Years of Age to fifty, 


fhall bear Arms, and duly attend all 


Muitters, and military Exercife of the refpective Troops and Companies, 


where they are inlifted, or do belong, except Minifters of the Gofpel, 
Countellors, Juftices of the Peace, the Secretary, Judges of Probate, and 
Superior and Inferior Courts, the Prefident, Tutors, and Students at Col- 
Jegiate Schools, Matters of Arts, 
fentatives or Deputies for the Time being, School-Mafters, Attornies at 
Law, one Miller to each Grift-Mill, Sheriffs and Covitables for the Time 
Tanners who make it their conftant Bufinefs, 
or others difabled in Body, producing a Certificate thereof 
from two able Phyficiaus or S urgeons, to the Acceptance of the two chief 
Officers of the Company whereto the Perfon feeking Difmiffion appertains, 
or of the chief Officers of the Regiment to which fuch Company belongs. 
_ Puar every lifted Soldier and other Houfeholder, {hall always be pro- 
vided with, and have in conflant Readinefs, a well fixed Firelock, the Bar- 
: Half long, ar other good Fire-arms, to 
the Satisfaction of the commiffionéd Officers of the Company to which he 


or-in the Limits of which he dwells ; 4 good Sword, Cutlafs, 
‘Tomahawk 
Cartouch-Box, of good 


ot Powder-Horn and Bullet-Pouch ; one Pound 
i À - Powder; 


allowed Phyficians and Surgeons, Repre- _ 


or Bayonet ; a Worm, and Priming-Wire, fit for éach‘Gun ; a. 
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20 Forming and regulating the Militia. 
Powder ; four Pounds of Bullets fit for his Gun, and fix good Flints; on 
Penalty of Eighteen Shillings, for want of fuch Arms and Ammunition as 
is hereby required; and Six Shillings for each Defect ; and a like Sum for 
Clerk to be every four Weeks he fhall remain unprovided : That each Company thall 
chcfa and chufe fome.fuitable Perfon to be Clerk, who fhall be fworn to the faithful 
{worn. Difcharge of his Office, before fome Counfellor or Juftice of the Peace, 

l which Oath fhall be adminiftered in the Words follo wing, viz. 

You —— do folemnly fweor by the everliving God, that you will 
The Ouh. faithfully execute the Office of Clerk of the military Company of Foot, com- 
mended by Captain s until another ball be chafen and fworn in your 


To attend 
sod call the 
Roll. 


Clerk's daty. 


Penalty for 
negiedt. 


To execute 
warrants for 
Bones. 


FieldOffi ers 
to cali their 
Regiments 

together, Sc. 


Root; and will do equal Right and Fuftice to all Men, to the beft of your Judg- 


sient and Abikties, according ta Law. So belp you God. 


Awp every Clerk fo chofen and fworn, fhall give his Attendance in the 
Field, with his Sword by his Side, on every of the mufter or training Days, 
by his Captain or chief Officer appointed, to call over the Roll of the Sol- 
diers, and to take Notice of their Defe&ts, by their Abfencp or otherwife. 

Anp every fuch Clerk fhall take an exact Lift of all theSoldiers within 
his Limits, twice in every Year at leaft, and deliver to the Captain or com- 
manding Officer of the Company of which he is Clepk, a true Copy of 
fuch Lift twice in every Year if thereto requiréd ; and-alfo deliver a true 
and exact Account of the Number of Officers and Soldiers contained in 
his Lift, to the Colonel or chief Officer of the Regiment to which faid 
Company belongs, -attefted by him as Clerk, fome Time in the Month of 
April annually, and oftner if by fuch chief Officer required ; on Penalty of 
forfeiting the Sum of Ten Pounds for every fuch Neglect, to the Ufe of 
the Company to which he belongs: which Fine fhall be levied by Diftrefs 
and Sale of the Offender’s Goods, by Warrant from the chief Officer of faid 
Company, direéted to the’ Conftable of the Town in which faid Clerk 
dwells. l _ 

Anp every fuch Clerk is hereby authorifed and required to execute all 
lawful Warrants, by his fuperior Officers to him direéted, and for the ~ 
levying any Fine or Fines on Delinquents, together with neceffary 
Charges arifing thereon ; being by Virtue of fuch Warrant as fully impow- 
ered thereto as Conftables are in other Cafes, and fhall have the fame Fees, 
and fhall account for fuch Fines to the chief Officer of the Company 
whereto he belongs. 

Tuar the Colonel or chief Officer of each Regiment, thall be, and is 
hereby impowered and authoriled, upon any Claim, Invafion, or Notice 
of the Appearance of an Enemy, either by Water or Land, to affemble in 
military Array, and put in warlike Pofture, the whole’Militia of the Regi- ` 
ment under his Command, or fuch Part of them as he fhell think Needful; 
and being fo alarmed, to lead, conduct, and employ them, as well with- 
in the Regiment whereto they belong, as in any other adjacent Place in this 
State ; for the affiiling, fecuring, aad relieving, any of the Subjects of the 
United and Independant States of America, or their Forts, Towns, or Pla- 
ces, that fhail be affaulted by any Enemy, or in Danger thereof ; and with . 
them, by Force of Arms, to enccunier, repel, purlue, kill and deftroy 
fuch Enemy, or any of them, by any fitting Ways, Enterprizes or Means 
whatfoever. ean 
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Ann the Colonel, or chief Officer of any Regiment, fo taking to Arms, 
or leading forth any Party of Men, ‘hall forthwith poft away the Intelli- 
gence, and Occafion thereof to the Captain-General. or Commander in 
‘Chief for the Time being, and to the commanding Officer of the Northern 
Department for the Time being ; and fhall attend and obferve fuch Direc- 


tions and Orders as he fhall receive from Time to Time, from him the faid 


Captain-General, . 
Tusar when any Town or Place in this State fhall be affaulted, attack- 
ed, or fet upon by Indians, or any other Enemy, it fhall be lawful for, and 
in the Power of the chief commiffioned Officer or Officers of the Company 
or Companies, in fuch Place fo affaulted, attacked, or fet upon, to call 
forth all fuch Soldiers under his or their Command, and to martial, order, 
and difpofe them in the beft Manner, to-defend the Place fo befet ; and to 
encounter, repel, purfue and deftroy the Enemy ; and, if Need fo require, 
to affift a neighbour Town, when affaulted or fet upon, as aforefaid: And 
in Cafe any Officer or Soldier fhall refufe to mutter, and march, according 
to Orders given him for the Purpofes aforefaid, by his fuperior Officer ; 
fuch Officer fhall be cafhired, and forfeit and pay to the Treafurer of the 


Town where fuch Officer belongs, a Sum in Proportion to the Wages fuch | 


Oficer, fo neglecting, would be intitled to for fuch Service, with the Sol- 
dier—who is, for fach Negleét, by this A@, to pay a Fine of Eighteen 
Pounds, to be applied for the Purpofe of employing Soldiers in the Service 
of this and the United States’; and to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or In- 
formation, in any Court proper to try the fame. 
AND whereas, for the {peedy and effeftual Defence of this and the United 
States of America, to raife Men on fudden Emergencies, and for particular 
Services, by detaching Part of the Militia for that Purpofe: 
WHEREFORE, that the fame, when ordered by the General Affemply, 
or the Governor and Council, in the Recefs of the Affembly, may be rendered 
effectual, i ; 

Be tt enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever the General AL 
fembly, or the Governor and Council as aforefaid, fhall refolve, or order, 
that any certain Number or Proportion of effective Men fhall be detached, 
or draughted out of the refpective Regiments of Militia in this State, or any 
of them, for any particular Service, or to be in Readinefs therefor on a 
fudden.Emergency, according as the General Affembly, or Governor and 
Council hall judge proper ; and that if in Confequence and Purfuance 
of {fuch Refolve or Order, any Captain, or chief Officer of any Company, 
fhall caufe his Company to be warned to affemble and mutter at fuch Time 
and Place as he thall appoint, which he is dire€ted to do when required 
by his fuperior Officer, to detach or draught any Part thereof, for the 
Purpofe aforefaid; every Soldier belonging to fuch Company, being duly 
warned, fhall appear, and attend fuch Mutter according to fuch Warning ; 
and for Neglect thereof, fhall forfeit and pay to the Treafurer of the Town 
where he dwells, the Sum of Twelve Pounds, to be recovered by Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, in any Court proper to try the fame. ` 

AnD if any Soldier fhall in any Manner be duly and legally detached or 
draughted, for the'Purpofe and Service or Services aforefaid, and, fhall 
neglect or refule feafonably to mutter, join to, or proceed with the Troops 
he is appointed to ferve with, (being duly. noticed thereof) he fhall forfeit 
and pay the Sum of Eichten Pounds, to be recovered. as aforefaid, and to 
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be applied for the Purpofe of employing Soldier or Soldiers te perform 
fuch Service: And for Want of Goods or Eftate to anfwer the fame, fhail 
be difpofed of in Service to any Subject of this or the United States of 


_ America, to fatisfy the fame ; any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom, in any Wie. 


heretofore to the contrary notwithftanding. ` 


And be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That if at any Time 


_ it fhall appear to the Captain, and other commiffioned Officer or Officers 
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of any Company, that the following Method is more convenient, he may 
and fhall have a Right to proceed accordingly, That is to fay, 

Tue Captain, or commanding Officer, fhall, with the Advice of his 
under Officers, make a Roll of all the Men’s Names that he has a Right to 
command, and then divide them into as many Divifions as he has Orders 
to draught or detach Men, always having Reference to thofe who have 
done moit in the’prefent War, as well as the Eftates of Men ; aad when 
it fhall fo happen that the'Divifions or Claffes cannot be equal in Number, 
fuch Officer, with the Advice of his under Officers then prefent, fhalt make 
ali-fuch Claffés as near equal as poffible, by connecting Men of Intereft, 
poor Men, and thofe that have been at moft Expence in the prefent War, 
together in one Claf. : r i 

Teen fuch commanding Officer fhall make out a Lift of each Perfon’s 
Name that is connected in one Clafs, and give fuch Lift to fome one Man 
za each Clafs, ordering each Clafs to furnifh one Man, appomting a Time 
‘and Place for fuch Men to meet, in order to mutter or march to the Place 
they may be ordered to. 


Anp in Cafe any fuch Clafs fhall refule or nealeé to furnifh a Man, as | 


nforefaid, then iuch Officer fhall immediately hire one Man for every Clafs 
fo negleéting or refufing, as cheap as may be, pledging the F aith of this 
State for the Payment of fuch Sum. 5 

Anp fach Captain, or commanding Officer fo hiring Man or Men, for 
any Clafs or Claffes, with the Advice of as many of his under Officers as 
may be convenient, fhall make out each Man’s Proportion uf the Coft of 
hiring as aforefaid, (always having particular Regard to thofe that have 
done moft in this War, as well as the Eftates of Perfons) and iffue his 
Warrant thereon to his Clerk, or fome other meet’ Perfon, direéting him to 
take of the Goods and Chattels of fuch Perfons, in fuch Proportion as his 
Warrant fhall direct, as alfo for the Coft ; and fuch Clerk, or other meet 
Perfon, fhall fell fach Goods or Chattels at Public Vendue, and return 


` to the Captain or commanding Officer the Money which his Warrant fhall 


Clerk im- 
powered. 


. 3001. Fine 
for G.Officer 
to neg'e& 


dire&t ; which fhall be difpofed of to pay the Engagement of the Captain 
er commanding Officer, to the Soldier who engages or does the Service : 
And the Coft being paid, the Overplufs, if any there be, fhall be repaid 
to the Owner of the Goods or Chattels fo fold. 

Anp every Perfon authorifed by any Captain, or commanding Officer 


of any Company of the Militia of this State, to ferve fach Warrant, is 


hereby ‘authorifed, and fully impowered, if he fheuld at any Time meet 
with Oppofition in the Execution of his Warrant, to command a fofficient 
Number of the Militia to his Affiftance ; and all Perfons are hereby directed 
to affift fuch Perfon in the Execution of his Warrant. 

And be it further enaéted by the Astborily aforejaid, That if any General 
Officer ‘fhall at any Time receive Orders from the Captain-General, or 
Commander in Chief, requefting him to call together any Regiment:or 

Regiments 
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Regiments of Militia-within this State, or any Part or Parts of fuch Re- 
giment or Regiments, and to march them for the immediate Defence of 
this, gr the United States of Awerica, agreeable to fuch Orders, and halt 
neglect or refufe to put the fame in Execution, agreeable thereto, fhall. 
forfeit and pay to the Treafurer of this State, the Sum of Three Hundred 
Pounds, to be recovered in the Manner afotefaid, 

Awp.in Cafe any Field or other Officer, commanding any Regiment of 
Militia within this S:ate, hall refufe or neglect to putin immmediate Exe- 
cution, any Order or Orders he may receiye from the Captain-General, or 
from the General Officer to whem any fach Order had been previoufly 
iffued by the Captain-General, for the Purpofes aforefaid; fuch Officer 


fhall, for fuch Refufal or Negleét, forfeit and pay to the public Treafurer . 


of this State, Two Hundred Pounds, to be recovered as aforefaid. 

Ann in cafe any Captdin or other commanding Qfficer of any Company 
of Militia within this State, fhall refufe or neglett to put in immediate 
Execution, any Orders he may receive from any his fuperior Officers for 
the Purpofes aforefaid ; or in cale any fuch Captain, or other commiffioned 
Officer of any fuch Company of Militia, who may be nominated, and to 
whole Lot it-of Courfe falls to take the Command of-any Number of Sol- 
diers fo detached or draughted from the Company or Companies of the Regi- 
- ment to which fuch Officer does belong; fhall negkét or refufe to perform 

fuch Service, fhall, for fuch N eglect or Refufal, be cathired, and fuffer the 
Penalty as aforefaid for a commiffion Officer ; and the next commiffioned 
Officer to whofe Log it fhall in Courfe fall, fhall forthwith take fuch Com- 
mand ; and faid Officer fo negleéting or refusing to perform his Tour in 
the Service, thereto required by his commanding Officer, fhall be reduced 
tothe Ranks ; and that if any commiffion Ofjicer of any military Compa- 
ny, fhall lay down his Place, or give in his Commiffion witHout Liberty 
from the Captain-General ; and if any Serjeant, Clerk or Corporal of fuch 


Company, fhall lay down his Place without Liberty from the Colonel or 
chicf Officer ot the Regiment whereto fuch Serjeant, Clerk or Corporal 
doth belong ; every fuch Officer fhall be lifted in the Rell of the Compa- 
ny in the Limits whereof he refides, and do all Duties and Services as pri- 
vate Centinels are by Law required todo: That all fuch Perfons that 
are not Fifty Years of Age, who have been Serjeants of the Foot, in any 
Company within this State, or fuch as have fuitained fach Cfice in any 
War, who fhali dwell in the Limits of any other Company than that in 
which they have fuftained {uch Office, fhall be, and are hereby freed from 
doing Duty as private Centinels, and fhal be required only to be prefent, 
to attend the-Exercife in fach Place or Office as ‘they -have before ferved in. 
And if any fuch Officer fhall reful or negleEt'to be prefent on -Days of 
Exercife when required, and -to attend the Duty of his Office, he thall:be 
liable to the fame Fine as others who faftain the fame Office in any -parti- 
cular Company are Hiab] 

fhall be exeufed from-attending. 

Tuar all Fines, Penalties and Forfeitu¥és, arifing -by Virtue of this 
Aét, or any Breach thereof, fhall be levied on the Goods, Chattels of the 
refpective Delinquents, if they-be not Minors; and-oa the-Goods or Chat- 
‘tels of the Parents, Mafters,. or Guardians of. fuch-Delinquents as are-Mi- 
nors ; -and fhali befor the LHe of the refpective Compares to avhich fuch 
Perfon or Perfons fined do belong. (Hxetpt-fuch Fines as are-otherwile 
‘difpofed of in this A&.) . 


AND 


eto; and all cemmiffioned Officers of the like Kind. 
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who neglect 
or refufe, to 


be cafhiied, 


&e. 


reduced to 


-the ranks. 


Non-com- 
miffionedOF- 
ficers for ge- 
pieét, to be 
reduced to 
the ranks, 


Cfficers ia 
other Com- 
panies to at- 
tend ia their 
Place. 


Fines how 
colledied & 
Gifpeted cf. 


* 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 
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Impowering Colleors. 


ros, Fine for 
Drummer or 
Fifer’s ne- 
giet. 


Men freed by 
law, may 
embedy 
shemfelves. 


20 fach may 
embody, &c. 


T wo Towns 
may unite, 


Perfons not 
wniting, to 
be under m`- 
Ritary come 
mand. 


` their Proportion in the prefent War. 


Towns, &c. 
to chufe a 
Golledtor. 


é 


Anp every Perion chofen by any Company for their Drummer, or Fifer, 
upon his accepting faid Service, fhall provide himielf a good Drum, or 
Fife, and conftantly attend Service when required, on Penalty of Tea 
Shillings Fine for each Day's neglect ; to be levied by Warrant from the 
two chief Officers of the Company to which fuch Drummer or Fifer doth 


- belong. 


_ Be it further enaied by the Authority aforefaid, That in any Towa in this 
State, where there are Thirty able bodied Men, or more that are freed by 
the Laws of this State from doing Duty in the Militia Companies formed 
in faid Towns, on Account of Age or Commiffions, &c. that it fhail and 
may be lawful for them to form themfelves into a military Company, chu- 
fing for faid Company one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Enfign, who 
fhall be commiffioned by the Governor of this State, and under the Com- 
mand of the Field Officers of the Regiment where they live, and to which 
they belong. 

Be it furtber enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That where there be 
Twenty or more of the before defcribed Perfons inclining as aforefaid, it 
fhall anid may be lawful for them to form themfelves into a military Com- 
pany, chufing one Captain and one Lieutenant, to be commiffioned and 
commanded as aforefaid. : 

Be it further énatied by the Authority aforefaid, That where there are two 
Towns lying and joining together, where either of the before-mentioned 
Numbers of the before-mentioned Perfons. are inclined to form themfelves 


‘into fuch Company, under fuch Regulations as before-mentioned, it fhail 


and may be lawful, and they fhall be commiffioned and commanded as 
aforefaid. 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That each and every Per- 
fon in this State who are by Law exempted from doing military Duty, 
(Minifters of the Gofpel, Prefident, Tutors and Students in College only 
excepted) and do not comply with the preceeding Paragraph of this Ad, 
as to forming into a military Company, fhall be under the Command of 
the military Officers within their refpective Towns, with relpect to doing 


a 


An A& impowering Collectors to collect Rates. 


BE it enafted, and it is hereby exalted by the Reprefentatives of ihe Freemen of 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That whenfoever any Town, Society, or other Communit;, which 
by Law are or fhall be enabled and authorifed to grant and levy any 
Rate, or Tax, for the an{wering or defraying the neceffary Charges and 
Expences thereof, fhall, in any of their Jawful Meetings, agree upon and - 
grant a Rate or Tax, to be levied upon fuch Town, Society, or other 
Community, for any of the Purpofes for which by Law they are or fhall be 
impowered to grant fuch Rate or Tax, they fhall choofe fome meet Perfon 
to be Colleétor of fuch Rates or Taxes ; and the Select-men, or a Commit- - 
tee appointed for that Purpofe, fhall take proper Care that fuch Rates be 
accordingly made for the Affeffment of the feveral Perfons to be taxed, 
and deliver the fame to fuch Collector, sF 


AND 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


Ordering and difpofing of tranfient Perfons, 


as 


(epee nemnenettnnintmme t x = 
. 


` Anp upon Application made tọ fome Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, 
fuch Affiftant, or Juitice, is hereby authorifed and directed-to grant a 
Warrant for the collecting fuch Rate or Tax, which Warrant. fhall be 
directed to fuch Collector appointed to collect the fame, requiring and 
‘jmpowering.him to gather and collect {fuch Rate or Tax, according to the 
Grant thereof made as aforefaid. Np G 

Anp that all fuch Collectors, authorifed and directed to gather any 

Rates or Taxes whatfoever, duly laid and affeffed on any of the Inhabitants 
of this State, fhall have full Power and Authority to collect the fame, 
according to fuch Warrant as fhall be given them; and fhall have the fame 
Power and Authority to command Affiftance in - the Execution of their 
Office, (when Need fhall require) as is by Law given to a Sheriff or 
Conftable, in the Execution of their Office: And all Perfons are hereby 
required to yield due Obedience thereunto. | 

| Provided always, fuch Collector “thew and read his Warrant or Authority 
to the Perfons whofe Affiftance is commanded. . se 


An Aé for the ordering and difpofing of tranfient . 


-Perfons, 


E it enalted, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 

the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That the Select-men of each refpeétive Town in this State, fhail be, 
and are hereby authorifed and impowered to warn any tranfient Perton (re- 
fiding in tuch Town that is not of a quict and peaceable Behaviour, or is 
in their Opinion like to be chargable to fuch Town) to depart out of fuch 


‘Town, except fuch Perfon does obtain a Vote of the Inhabitants of fuch- 


_ ‘Town in legal Town-Meeting, to remain in {uch Town ; and if any fach 
Perion or Perfons being fo warned, do not leave fuch Town within Twen- 
ty Days atter fuch Warning, then one or more of iaid Sele@-men may make 


Application to an Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, who is hereby impower- ` 


ed to ifue his Warrant to the Sheriff or Conftable to take fuch Perion or 
Perfons, and tranfport him or them to the next Town towards the Place 
where fuch Perfon was laft an Inhabitant, in the fame Manner to be tranf- 
ported to the Place where fuch Perfon or Perfons were Inhabitants laft, or 
in the fame Way out of this State, if he be not an Inhabirant thereof ; and 
all fuch Expence fhall be paid by the Perfon or Perfons fo warned, if of 
Ability, but if he is not of Ability, to be paid by fuch Town. 

Provided always, That no Perfon fhall be fubject to fuch Warning, after 
he or fhe has lived in tuch Town one Year. i i 

Be it further enaĉed by the Authority aforefaid, That if any tranfient 
Perfon or Perfons fhall be taken fick or lame, in any Town in ths State ; 
whoever fhall keep any fuch Perfon or Perfons (if fuch tranfient, fick, or 
Jame Perfon or Perfons be not of fufficiert Ability) fhall:defray all fuch 
Expence, until Complaint thereof be by him made to the Seleét-men of 
fuch Town ; after which fuch Seleét-men thall provide for fuch tranfient, 
fick, or lame Perfon, according to Law. 
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ACES AND LAWS. š 


Gbfervation of the Lord’s Day. 


Penalty on 
fuchas work 
or play on 
the Lord's 
Day. 


Penalty for 
rude Beha: 
vicur. 


. On fuch as 
gravel. 


On fuch as 
walk abroad. 


On foch.as 
flay at the 
outhide of 
ihe Meeting- 
Houle. 


Qn fuch as 
convene in 
Com panies. 


An Aå for the due Obfervation and keeping the Firft 
Day of the Week as the Sabbath, or Lorp’s-Day 3 


and for punifhing Diforders and Profanenefs on the 
fame. | 


pE it enatled, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of tbe State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That no Tradefman, Artificer, Labourer, or other Perfon what- 
foever, fall, upon Land or Water, do_or exercife any Labour, Bufinefs, 
or Work, of their ordinary Callings, or any Kind whatfoever, (Works of 
Neceffity and Mercy only excepted) nor ufe any Game, Sport, Play, or 
Recreation, on the Lord’s-Day, or Day of public Fafting, and Thankfs 
giving, on Pain that every Perfon fo offending, and being convicted there« 
of before an Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, fhall, for every fuch Offence, 
forfeit not exceeding a Sum of Ten Pounds, as the Nature of the Offence 
may require. That whatfoever Perfon hall be guilty of any rude, profane, 
or unlawful Behaviour on the Lord’s Day, either in Words or Actions, 
by clamorous Difcourfe, or by fhouting, hollooing, fcreaming, running, 
riding, dancing, jumping, blowing of Horns, or any fuch like rude or . 


.unlawful Words or Actions, in any Houfeor Place fo near to, or in any 


ublic Meeting-Houfe for Divine Worfhip, that thole who meet there 
may be difturbed by fuch rude and profane Behaviour, and being convict. 
ed, thall incur the Penalty of Forty Shillings for every fuch Offence, and 
be whipped oh the naked Back, not exceeding Ten Stripes, nor lefs thanFive, 

Tuat no Rerfon fhall drive a Team, or Droves of any Kind, or travel 
on faid Day, (eXsept it be on Bufinefs that concerns the prefent War, or 
by fome Adverfity they are belated, and forced to lọdge in the Wuods, 
Wildernefs or High-Ways the Night before, and in fuch Cafe to travel no 
farther than the next Inn, or Place of Shelter, on that Day) upon Penalty 
of forfeiting a Sum not exceeding Ten Pounds, as the Nature of the 
Offence may require. l f 

Nor fhall any Perfon go from hisor her Place of Abode on the Lord’s 
Day, unlefs to or from the public Worfhip of God, attended, or to be at- 
tended upon by fuch Perfon, or unlefs it be on fome Work or Bufinefs of 
Neceffity or Mercy then to be done or attended upon, on Penalty of pay- 
ing a Fine, not exceeding Five Pounds, for every fuch Offence. 

Nor fhall any Perfon or Perfons keep or ftay at the Outfide of the 
Meeting-Houfe, during the Time of public Worfhip (there being conve- 
nient Room in the Houfe) nor unneceffarily withdraw themfelves from the 
public Worfhip to go without Doors, nor profane the Time by playing, 
or profanely talking, on the Penalty of paying a Fine, not exceeding Three 
Pounds, for every fuch Offence, as the Nature of the Offence may require. 

Tuar if any Number of Perfons fhall convene and meet together in 
Company or Companies, in the Street or elfewhere, on the Evening next 
before or after the Lord’s Day, and be thereof convicted, fhall pay a Fine, 
not exceeding Three Pounds, or fit in the Stocks, not exceeding Two 
Hours. i - 

Always provided, That this Act fhall not be taken or conftrued to hinder 
the Meetings of fuch Perfons upon any religious Occafions, 

Se Provided 


ACTS AND LARS. 


= ss 


Obfervation of the Lord’s Day. — 


Provided alfo, That all Prefentments.or. Informations againft any Perfon 
or Perfons, for being guilty of any of the before-mentioned Offences, be 
made within.one Month after the Commiffion thereof. - 

‘' Tuar the Grand-jurymen, and Tything-men, and Conftables of each 
Town, thall carefully inipeét.che Behaviour of all Perfons on the Sabbath, 
or Lord's Day, and due Preféntment make of any Profanation-of the 
Worfhip of God, on the Lord’s Day, or on any:Day of public Faft or 
Thank{giving, and of every Breach of Sabbath which they, or any of them, 
fhall fee or difcover any Perfon to be guilty of, to the next Affiftant, of 
Juftice of the Peace ; who is hereby impoweredto proceed therein, accord- 
ing as the Nature of the Offence requires, i 

Taar each Grand-juryman, Tything-man, or Conftable, fhall be al- 
‘lowed Six Shillings per Day, for cach Day he {pends in profecuting fuch 

Offenders, to be paid by the Perion offending, or the Parent, or Guardian, 
or Mafter of fuch Perion when he is under Age; and all Fines impofed 
for the Breach of this Act on Minors, fhall be paid by the Parents, Guar- 
dians, or Mafters, if any be ; otherwife, fuch Minors to be difpofed cf in 
Service, to anfwer the fame; and upon Refufal, or Négiect of Payment of 
fuch Fines, and Charges of Profecution, the Offender may be committed, 
unlefs he be a Minor, in which Cafe, Execution for the Fines and Charges 
fhail go forth againft his Parent, Guardian, or Matter, after the Expiration 
of one Month next atter fuch Conviction of fuch Minor, and not fooner. 

Provided, No Perfon or Perfons profecuted on this AG, fhail be charged 
‘with more than for one Perfon profecuting him for fuch Offence. 

Tsar whatfoever Perfon fhall be conviéted of any Profanation of the 
Lord’s Day, or of any Difturbances of any Congregation, allowed for, or 
attending on fuch Worfhip, and fhall, beifig-fined for fuch Offence, negle& 
gr refufe to pay the fame, or prefent Eftate for that Purpofé, the Court, 
Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, before whom the Conviction is ‘had, 
may fencence tuch Offender to be publicly whipped, not exceeding Twenty 
Stripes, Refpect being had to the Nature and. Aggravation of the Offence. 

Bur if any Children, or Servants, not of the Age of Difcretion, thall be 
convicted of fuch Profanation orDifturbance, they fhall be punifhed there- 
for by their Parents, or Guardians, or Mafters giving them due Correc- 
tion in the Prefence of fome Officer, if the Authority fo appoint, and in 
no other Way ; and if fuch Parent, Guardian, or Matter, fhall refule or 
neglect to give fuch due Correction, that every fuch Parent, Guardian, or 
Matter, fhall incur the Penalty ot Ten Shillings, © - 9 © 
n Awp that no Delinquent, on this AG, fhall be allowed any Appeal or 

eview. ~ 

Anp all and eyery Affiftant, Juftice of the Peace, Conftable, Grandjury- 
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Provifo. 
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fing to pays. 


Provifo? 
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Offenders tö 
te whipt, in 
cafe, &e. 


Servarts to 
be corrected, 


’ 


No Appeal. 


man, and Tything-man, are hereby required to take effectual Care, and ` 


endeavour that this. Aad, iu all the Particulars thereof, be duly. obferved ; 
as alfo to reftrain all Perfons from Unneceffary walking in the Streets, or 
Fields, fwimming in the ‘Water, keeping open their Shops, or following 


a 


or Evening following, 


their fecular Occafions or Recreations in the Evening preceeding the 
Lord’ me 2 ee 
ord’s-Day, or on faid Day, 


An 


Anthority to 
fee this A& 
duly obferv- 
ed. 


Children & 


ACTS AND LAWS. 
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23 Briefs. States Security. © Fees. 


- i An Ac relating to Briefs. 

BE it enacted, and it is bereby ena&ed by the Reprefentatives of the Freeme 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the durorigA 

the fame, That no Briefs, craving the charitable Contributions of the Reo- 

ple in any of the Towns or Plantations in this State, fhall be read or at- 

sl Fine for tended in any of the iaid Towns or Plantations, unlefs it have the Allow- 
ha gas fg ance of the Governor and Council, and by them directed into what Towns 
patie Nene ~ or Congregations it fhall pals, (except it be on fome fpecial Occafion, for 
"any diftreffed or eM Ged Perfon of their own Inhabitants) upon Penalty 

of the Forfeiture of Five Pounds for every Perfon. that fhall read and 

ublith any fuch Brief, not allowed and directed as aforefaid ; to be reco- 

vered by Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court of Record : One Third 

of which Penalty or Forfeiture fhall be to him that thall inform and Pro- 

fecute to Efes, and the other Two Thirds to the Town Treafurer where 

fuch Offence is committed. 


e An A& for the Security of this State. 


BE it enakted, and it is hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemes 
Security to of the Siate of Vermont, in General Afembly met, and by tke Authority 
betothe of žbe fome, Thar all Securities to this State fhall be co the Treafurer, in 
Treafurer. the Name and Behalf of the General-Affembly, and lodged in his Office ; 
except Securities from the Treafurer to the State, which thall be given to 
TotheState. che Secretary, in the Name and Behalf of the General Affembly, and lodg- 
an ed in his Office. And all Suits that fhall be commenced againft this State, 
Suist, fhail be againft the Treafurer, in the Name and Behalf of the General Af- 
femoly ; and ali Suits that fhall be commenced in Favour of this State, 

fhail be in the Name of the Treafurer, in Behalf of the Affembly. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Treafurer Ț 
Treaforer to General and Truftees of the Loan-Office, fhall provide two fufficient 
give fecority Sureties ; each to Bind themfelves with the Treafurer and Truftee of the 
Loan-Office, in the penal Sum of Ten Thoufand Pounds for the Security 
of this State, to be lodged in the Secretary’s Office. 


An A& for the regulating and ftating Fees. — 


E it enafted, and it is hereby enafied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
_ fame, Fhat the Fees of the feveral Courts and Officers hall be as tollows, 


viz. 
Superior Court's Fees r; 
Court’. ‘Each Judge, per Day, a ‘ n ‘1. 30 
=e ii For trying each Aion, Š « - 2 2 


000g 


For each of the Jurymen per Day, -e o 15 


For Jud t on Default. a - e: @ 38 
r Judgment on > AN 


ACTS AND LARW: 


Clerk’s~ Fees. ; 


Regulating and ftating Fees. 


For entering each Adtion, - R £ o 


Attachments or Summonfes each, ° = 
Execution, `=- - a ~ e á 
-For Licence to each Tavern-Keeper, à 
Afiftants or Fuftices Fees. 
Attachments or Summonfes each, ~ ce 
When Bond is given, - ž -~ - 
A Sub-peena, = - -_ + 
Entry and Trial of an Aaion, - 
An Execution, - - 
Each Warrant for Criminals, ~- & 
Bond for Appea >> = =- - «= 
Copy for Evidence, e =- = -œ 
Copy of a Judgment, =- * | » 
Every Recognizance, - < 
Judgment on Confeffion or Default, + 


Affidavits taken out of Court each, ee 


Taking the Acknowledgment of a Deed, 
Mortgage, or other Inftrument, 
Courts of Probate Fees. 
For granting Adminiftration, - z 
For receiving, and Probate of every Will, 
and Inventory, of Fifty Bounds, 
To the Clerk, 
Receiving and Probate of € every Wil, and] 
Inventory, above Fifty pounotg 
To the Clerk, x = - 
Each Quietus, or Acquittance, - - 
To the Clerk, - . - 
Recording every will, and- Inventory, 
of Fifty Pounds, or under, t 


E 


ty 


Recording every Will, and Inventory, above — . 


Fifty Pounds, and not. exceeding one Hundred, 

Alfo One Shilling and Six Pence after the firft 
Hundred ; and Half fo much for a Copy of 
the fame. 

For making out a Commiffion, receiving and 
examining the Claims of the Creditors J 
infolvent Eftates, and regulating the fame, 

For each Page of Twenty-eight Lines, and 
Ten Words in a Line, 

For entering an Order upon Adminiftrator 
to pay out the Eftate unto the feveral } 
Creditors returned by the Commiffioners, 

Allowing of Accounts, fettling and dividing 
“inteftate Eftates, 

‘Appointing Guardians, and taking Bond, 

Each Bond for Adminiftration,  - = 

Each Letter of Adminiitration, = - 

Each Citation, + - = a a 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


Secretary’ 3 
Fees. 


Sheriffs and 
Conftables 
Fees. 

4 


Town- 
Cierk’s Fees: 


Seeretary’s Fees. i 

For recording Laws and Orders:of Public’ 
Concernment in-the State- pi =e f £. 

Affxing the State Seal,. - 
Each Military Commiffion, - 
Each Commiffion for a Juftice of ‘the Peace, 
Each Commiffion for Judge ‘of Probate,  - 
Each Petition to the Affembly, - >» 


- Sheriffs and Colotis oe 
Serving Every Summons, . - 5 
if a Copy, - ~ - ~ - > 
Serving Attachment,’ = - aʻa  « 
Bail Borid, = - - 
For levying every Execution, not exceeding 
Five Pounds, 
For levying every Execution above Five, and! g 
not exceeding Ten Pounds, aS 
For levying every Execution, net exceeding: 2 
Twenty Pounds, ae aaa 
For levying every Execution, not excteding à l 
Forty Pounds, 5 9 
For any greater Sum than Forty Pouhds, fhail - S 
be allowed after the Rate of Two Shillings ° 
more on every Twenty Pounds above the ) 
Sum of Forty Pounds, which fhall be levied 
by the faid Execution: And the above Fees 
on Execution, fhall be taken in the fame 
Currency that is to be levied by each refpee- 
tive Execution. 
‘Attending at a Juftice’s Court, whet obliged 
to attend, for each Action tried, $ 
Each Mile Travel out, at - 
Sheriff attending the General Aifembly, Supe- 
rior or County Court, pèt Day, i 
Conftable per Day fot like Service, z 
Fees for Plaintiffand Defendant attending any 
Court per Day, ł 
Witneffes attending any Court per Day, 
Travel for Plaintiff; Defendant, or vinene; 
to any Court, per Mile, t 
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Town Clerk's Fers. 

‘For Recording a Deed, < z 
For a Copy of a Deed, = = 
Fora Survey-Bill, m < ~ 
Fot recording a Marriage, a, z 
For recording a Birth, of Déath, = -~ 

County Surveyor’s Fees per Day, =- 
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ACT? AND LAWS: 


ffitmation. - Difpéfal ‘of Feds, Fines, &c. zr 


` 
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Quakers A 


Bes, ee ee ET Bee ee - F 


"e 


An AG to admit Quakers Affirmation. 


IBER EAS ia cinfiderable Numbèr óf the-zood People of this Stata Preamble? 

‘WV Searing the Denimination of Quakers, being fatisfed witb the Conpi- TOMDA - 
- “sition of this Stdte, yet ‘cannot be ‘quakfied as Freemen, by Reafon of tbe- - 

- ‘Oath or Affirmation not being adapted'to ibe Rules of their Church, 


WDE it enatted, and it is béreby enaéted by the Reprefintatives of the Freemen — 
| of the State of Verinont, ‘in Genéral Affembly met, and'by the Authority of 
‘the fame, That the following Affirmation be eftablifhed for thofe People 
“that ‘call themfelves Quakers. ; eh Erte tate 
T — folemnly Afirh and Declare, that whenever I am called to give Quakers AE: 
any Vote or Suffrage toiching any Matter that Concerns the State of Vermont, ain Z ye 
Twill do it fo as in niy Confeience 1 fall judge will mof conduce to the beft Good i 
‘of the Jame, as eftablifhed by Conftitution, without Fear or Favour of any Man, l 
‘on the Penalty of Perjurye . , l 


‘An AG regulating the Payment and Difpofal of Fees, 
Fines, and Penalties. 


-JYE it enatied, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Fremer bcs 
of the State of Vermont, ik Génerdl Affembly met, and by the Authority of Rara a 
the Jame, That every Perfon that hail at any Time be fined for the Breach per "St ay 
of any penal Law, or for other juft Caule, fhall forthwith pay the Fine or ae iE 
Penalty impofed upon him, or give in good and iufficient Security fpeedily to 
‘/ do the fame, dr fhall be imprifoned, or-bound out and kept in Service until 
it be paid. And ho Warrant or Diftrefs for levying of Fines and Penalties, 
all be fent out after the Expiration of one Year after Conviction of the . 
Delinquent. That all Fees paid for Trial of any Matter or Caufe in the 
General Court, and in the Superior Court, (the Secretary and Clerk’s Fees" 
excepted) and all Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties impofed on any Perfon 
or Perfons, by either of the faid Courts, for ary Matter of Delinquency, 
dhall be and belong to the State Treafury, for tlie defraying the public 
Charges of this State, . l 
Ann all Fees paid for the Trial of any Matter or Caufe in the tefpective 
County Courts in this State (the Clerk’s Fees excepted) and all Forfei- To thé 
tures, Fines and Penalties, impofed on any Perfon or Perlons, for any County. 
Matter of Delinquency, by any of the faid County Courts, fhall be and 
. belong to the Treafury of the faid County Courts, fo defray the Charges 
„öf the County Courts, and other County Charges. 


Fees, &c. to 
be to the 
State, 


s 
* 


Anp all fuch Fines, Forfeitiires, and Penalties, as fhall, by the Judg- . 

Ment of any Afiftant or Juftice of the Peace; be impofed on any Pèrfon -To thé 

or Perfons, for any Matter of Delinquency, fhall be and belong to the Town. 
 Treafury of the Town where fuch Judgment is, given.. 

,., Ahways provided, That where any fuch Fines, Forfeitures, or Penalties; = 

are or dhall be otherwife ordered; by any. exprefs-Law of thé Staté, they P rovifos 
fall be difpofed of according to the Order of fuch Law ; any Thitig 
betore in this. A& to. the.contrary -notwithf{tanding... -:--- aya a 
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Goals and Goalers, 


a 


Guardians and Minors. 


One Goal in 
eachCounty. 


fach Goals, fhall be by the County to which the fame belongs. 


An A& for regulating Goals and Goalers. » 


E it enadied, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of _ 

the State of Vermont, is General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
Jame, That there fhall be kept and maintained in good and fufficient Re- 
pair, a common Goal in every Head or County Town in this Srate, the 
whole Charge of building, when there fhall be Occafion, and of keeping 
And that 
the Affiftants and Juftices of the Peace, in the feveral Counties, fhall 
have full Power, and they are hereby impowered to tax the Inhabitants 


- of their refpective Counties for building, repairing, and furnifhing the 


Prifoners to 
bear their 
owR charge. 


Permitted to 
provide, é&c. 


Keeper to 
pay treble 
Damages for 
injuring a 
Prifonzr. 


faid Goals as Need fhall require ; and from Time to Time to order, direét, 
änd take Care of the building, and keeping in Repair the faid Goals. + 

Tuar all, and every Perion or Perions whatfoever, that fhall be com- 
mitted to the common Goal within any County in this State, by lawful 
Authority, for any Offence and Mifdemeanor, having Means and Ability 
thereunto, fhall bear their own reafonable Charge for conveying or fend- 
ing them to the faid Goal ; and alfo the Charge of fuch as fhall be ap- 
pointed to guard them thither ; and alfo of their Support while in Goal 
before they are difcharged ; and the Eftate of fuch Perfon fhall be fub- 
jected tothe Payment of fuch Charge ; and for want of Eftate, they may 
be difpofed of in Service to anfwer the fame, according to the Law, entitled, 
An AR concerning Delinquents: Unlefs they fhall he freed from the Pay- 
ment of faid Charge, agreeable to the Direétion of the Law as aforefaid. 

Tuar all Prifoners fhall be permitted to provide, and fend for their 
neceflary Food, from whence they pleafe; and ufe iuch Bedding, and 
Linen, and other Neceffaries, as they think fic, without their being pur- 
Joined, detained, or their paying for the fame. Neither fhall any Keeper 
of a common Goal demand of them greater Fees for their Commitment, 
Difcharge, or Chamber Room, than what is allowed by Law. 

Ayb if any Keeper of a common Goal fhall do, or cau to be done, 
to any Prifoner that is committed to his Cuftody, any Wrong, or Injury, 
contrary to the Intent of this A¢t, he fhall pay treble Damages to the 
Party aggrieved, and alfo fuch Fine as the County Court of that County 
wherein the Offence is committed, upon Information or Complaint to them 
made, fhall (confidering all Circumftances) impofe upon him. j 


An Aét relating to Guardians and Minors. 


BE it enacted, and it is berely enalted by theRemretmtsiizes of the Freemen 

” of the State of Vermont, iu General .igeus.y met, and by the Satherity 
of the jame, luaa when, and f often as there Mall be o cafion, the Court 
of Pronar im the feveral Dtr As m tha Star, hali be, and they are 
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Regulating Impreffes. Mills and Millers. 
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fhalt notify fuch Minor to appear before him, and elect fome meet Perfon - 
to be his or her Guardian ; which being done, the fame may be allowed, ` 


as aforefaid. And upon Refufal or Neglect to make, fuch Eleétion, fuch 
Judge thall appoint, and the refpective Judges aforefaid are hereby im- 
powered to appoint a Guardian for fuch Minor, neglecting or refufing 
as aforefaid. And the Power and Authority of fuch Guardian.thall be as 


good and effectual, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if firit elected by fuch - 


_ Minor, and thereupon allowed, as aforefaid. . 
An» every Judge of Probate, on his allowing or appointing any Guat- 
dian as aforefaid, fhall take fufficient Security of all {fuch Guardians, for 
the faithtul Difcharge of their Truft, according to Law; and oblige them 
to render their Account of their Guardianfhip.-to the Court, or Minor, 
when fuch Minor fhall arrive at full Age, or at fuch other Time as the 


faid Court of Probate, upon Complaint to them made, fhall fee Caufe to 
appoint. 


An A@ for preventing Wrong ‘by Imprefles. 


BE it enaifed, and it is hereby enabted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemep of 
tbe State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the duthority of the 
ewe, That no Perfon fhall be cumpelled to do any Woik or Service tor 
the Public, uniefs it be by Warrant from Authority, and he have reaiona- 
ble Allowance therefor. Nor fhall any Man’s Horie, .Cattle, or Goods, 
of what Kind foever, be impreffed, or taken for any public Uje or Service, 
unlefs it be by Virtue of fuch Warrant, nor without tuch reafonable Satis- 
faction: And if fuch Horfe, Cattle, or Goods perifh, or fuffer Damage in 
fuch Service, the Owner fhall be duly recompenced. _ 8 


An A& regulating Mills and Millers. 
RE tt enadfed, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freensen 
” of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
. the Jame, That each Miller in this State, or the Owners of Grit-Miils, 
fhall be allowed Two Quarts out of each Bufhel of Indian Corn he grinds ; 
| and for Englifh Grain, Two Quarts out of cach Bufhel, and One Pint ior 
bolting; except Malt, out of each Bufhel of which he grinds, he mhall 
have One Quart, and no more. 
AND if any Miller hall prefume to take or receive a creater F I, or 
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ACTS AND LAWS 


Wolves and Panthers. © Town-Meetings. 


_$: Bounty 
q for killing a 
Wor or 

‘Panther. 


Enguiry to 
prevent De- 
ception. 


Penalty for 
taking awolf 
from a pit or 
trap. 


Town Mest- 
: irgs not to 


be difturbed. 


An Act to encourage the deftroying of Wolves and 


Panthers. 


2 


BE it enacted, and it is bereby enatied by the Reprefintatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, ‘Chat if any Perfon fhall kill and deftroy any grown Wolf, or 
Wolves, or Panther, within the Bounds of this State, he fhall have Eight 
Pounds paid out of the public Treafury ; and Half fo much for every 
Weoit’s Whelp that fucks, which he fhall kill and deftroy ; the Head or 
Heads of every fucn Wolf, Whelp, or Panther, being firft brought to the 
Seleét-imen, or Conftables of fuch Town ‘wherein fuch Creatures are kil- 
Jed 5 which Select-men, or Conftables, fhall cut off both Ears from fuch 
Head or Heads. 
Aud for preventing Frauds in obtaining Bills on the Treafury for the 
killing the ajorefoid Creatures, 
Be ii enacted by the Autoority aforefaid, That the Sele&-men and Confta- 
bles within the refpective Towns in this State, fhall (when the Head of 


any Wolf, Panther, or Whelp, is by any Perfon brought to them, in or- 


cer to obtain a Certificate for the fame) ftri€tly Examine the faid Perfon 


‘or Perions, how he or they obtained the Head or Heads of fuch Wolf, or 


Woives, Puncher, or Whelp ; and whether they were taken and killed 
within the Bounds of this State, 


And to prevent Fraud being done by one Perfon to another re[pecting the 
Moutiers aforesaid, ` l 
Be it further exalted by the Authority afcrefaid, That if any Perfon fhall 
take a Wolf oui of any Pit made to catch Wolves in, or out of any Trap, 
thereby to detraud the Owner ot the Pit or Trap, of his Due, every fuch 
Perfon {hall pay to the Owner or Owners of the Pit, or Trap, the Sum of 
Eight Pounds ior every {uch Ofence, and be Whipt on the naked Back, 


according to the Direction of the Authority into whofe Cognizance it fhall 
come, not exceeding Ten Stripes. ‘ 


An A& for preferving due Order in Town-Meetings, 
Society-Meetings, and in the Mectings of other Com- 
munities ; and for preventing Tumults therein. 


BE it enatted, and it is hereby enalied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 


1. of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the Jeme, ‘That when any Lown, Society, or Proprietors Meeting, or the- 
Meeting of any other Community is lawfully aflembled, if any Perion or 
Perfons whatfoever, fhall in any fuch Meeting, or Affembly, by tumultu- 
ous Noife, Quarrelling, or by any unlawful Act, difturb fuch Meeting, 
or hinder the Members thereof from proceeding in an orderly and peaceable 
Manner to the Choice of their Moderator, or after the Choice of fuch 
Moderator, hall villify or abufe him, or interrupt him in the Difcharge of 
his Truft ; or after he has commanded Silence in foch Meeting, fhall 
fpeak in the Meeting, to the Difturbance of the Bufinefs of the Meeting, 
without the Moderator’s Leave firk had and obtained, (unlels it be to 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 


Swine. Punifhing of Theft. . 

_ OL 

afk reafonable Liberty to fpeak,) fuch Perfon or Perfons, fo offending in 
any of the Particulars above-mentioned, contrary to the Intent of this Act, 
ghall, for every fuch Offence, forfeit and pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings, 
to the Treafurer of the Town where fuch Offence is committed. 

| Att Offences againft this A&, to be heard and determined before any 
one Couniellor, or Juftice of the Peace, unlefs the Offence be aggravated 
by iome notorious Breach of Peace ; in which Cafe the Offender fhall be 
bound over by fuch Affiftant or Juftice, to the next County Court, to 
anfwer for fuch Offence: Which Court may impofe fuch Fine as the 
Aggravation of the Offence, in their Judgment deferves, not exceeding 


Fifteen Pounds. And that no fuch Meeting fhall be adjourned, but by 
the major Part of the Members prefent. o . 


Arita Bol Le 


An A& tor reftraining Swine from going at large. 


BE it enatied, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives.of the Freemen 

of the Sinte of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the Jome, That no Swine fhall be allowed to run at large on the High-Ways 
or Commons in this State: And if any Perfon or Perfons fhall allow 
their Swine to run at large in the Highways or Commons aforefaid, it hall 
be the Duty ef the Hayward, in the feveral Towns in this State; (and it 
ifhall be lawful for any other Perfon or Perfons) to impound fuch Swine, 


by Law allowed, before they are releafed out of Pound, 

Always provided, That every Town in this State fhall have Liberty to 
agree utherwile in their own Precincts, refpecting the Swine in fach Town, 
Provided nevertbelefs, That if the Swine (of fuch Town fo agreeing) 
{hall at any Time come within the Bounds of any other Town, they fhall, 
in all Refpects, be under the Regulations of this AG, as fully as if no fuch 
Agreement had been made; unlefs fuch other Town, whereinto fuch Swine 
fhali come, as aforefaid, fhall alfo agree as aforefaid. . l 


\ 


An A& for the Punifhment of Theft. 


E it enatted, and it is hereby enafied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
~ the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
Jame, That whofoever fhali fteal, or purloin any Money, or Chattels, and 
be thereof convicted, by Confeffion, or other {ufficient Evidence, every fuch 
Offender fhall forfeit and pay treble the Value of the Money, Goods, or 
‘Chattles, fo ftolen, or purloined, unto the Owner or Owners thereof; and 
be further punifhed by Fine, at the Difcretion of the Court, Affittant, or 
Juftice, that hath Cognizance of fuch Offence, not exceeding Ten Pounds. 
Awp if the Value of the Money, Goods, or Chattels, fo ftolen, amount 
to the Sum of Six Pounds, fuch Offender, ftealing the fame to that Value, 
fhall, befides the aforefaid Forfeiture, be further punifhed by Whipping, 
not exceeding Thirty-~Nine Stripes for one Offence, 
| | ANR 
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land.che Owner or Owners ot fuch Swine, fhall Pay the Poundage thereof, 


3§ 


Jeftice may 
try Offenders. 


No Swine td 
rua at larges 


Provifo. 


Further Pros . 
vifo; - 


Penalty for 
Theit. 


To bewhipt 


+ 


> 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


36 


Appointing and dire&ting County Surveyors. 
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pay to be 
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One or more 
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Not to bs 
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ty of Tref- 
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Anp if any fach Offender be unable to make Reftitution, and pay fuch 
three-fold Damages, fach Offender thall make Satisfaction by Service 5 
and the Prafecutor fhall be, and is hereby impowered to difpofe of fuch 
Off -ader in Service, toany Subject of this State, for fuch Time as he hall 
be afligned to fuch Profecuter by the Court, Affiftant, or Juftice, before 
who n the Prafecution hali be. ; 

Ax if any Perton or Perfons fhali conceal eny Theft, or receive any 
ftolen Goods, kaowing them to be fuch, every fuch Prion fo concealing, 
or receiving, fhall fuffer, and be punifhed, as he or they who commit the 
Theft. 

Anp that every Affiltant, and Juftice of the Peace, in the County 
where fuch Offence is committed, or when the Offender is apprehended, 
is hevely authored ard impowered to hear and determine all Cffences 
aganit this Act. revided, The Value of the Mcney, Goods, of Chat- 

ek Gules, do not exceed the Sum of Ten Pounds; any Law, Ufage, or 
Cuiltom, to che contrary noiwithitanding. 


An Aé for appointing County Surveyors in the Coun- 
ties ; and for direGting and regulating them in the 
Execution of their Office. 


E it cuated, and it is bereby enabied by theReprefentatives of the Freemem 
of the State of Vermont, ix General Affemily met, and by the Authority 
of ibe fame, Thar there fhail be appointed by tiie General Affembly, from 
Time to Tims, as there fhall be Cccafien, One or more Perfons in each 
C unty in this State, to be Public or County, Surveyors, or Surveyors for 
laring out of Lands, and for the running of the Bounds of Lands,already 
Juice Cut, according to their original Grants, as Need fhall seqtiire; and 
for he runuing of Lines, and other Services proper for a Surveyor todo: 
Who fall be tufficiently fled in the Surveyor’s Art, and be furnifhed - 
with Initra nents fuitable and fufficient for that Service. And being ap- 
pointed and qual.fied as aforefaid, fhail have full Power and Authority co 
execute faid Office in the refpeGtive Counties for which they are or fhall 
be appointed. oe 
Tzar when, and fooften as any County Surveyor fhall be employed in 
laying out any Graats of Land, renewing Boundaries that are loft, or run- 
ning any Line, or doing any Service in his Office, and there be Occafion 
for carrying, the Chain to meafure the Lincs; that che Men-employed to 
carry the Chain, fhall take the Oath by Jaw appointed for them; which 
Oath fuch Surveyor is hereby fully impowered to adminifter to fuch © 
Chata-men as he calls to his Affiftance, as aforefaid. oie 
Taar whea a County Su:veyor is called out to run any Line between 
adjoining Proprietors, and that in order to find the Courfe from Boundary 
to Boundary, he is obliged to run a random Line to find the certain and 
true Courfe, and in fo doing runs on the Land of adjoining Proprietors ; 
fuch Surveyors fhall not, be deemed guilty of Trefpais in fo running fuch 
random Line, bat may lawiully do the fame. Provided, He do the faid 
Service in eher the Months of March, April, OGober, ox November. B 
i ¢ 
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Regulating Eleétions. 


- Be it_further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon of 
| Perfons thal, by any Way or Means, oppofe, hinder, or interrupt any 
| County Surveyor, in the due Execution of his Office ; or fhall, by any 
| Way or Means, oppofe, hinder, ‘or interrupt any Committee appointed by 
‘the General Affembly to run, fix, or afcertain the Bounds or Lines be- 
tween particular Townfhips, or Proprietors, or for other Bufinefs ; or any 
_ other Perfon by them employed to affift in the running and fixing any 

fuch Line, or doing any other Bufinefs fuch Committee are appointed ta 
do; every fuch Offender fhall incur the Penalty of Five Pounds, and be 
bound to his good Behaviour, with one or more Sureties, at the Difcretion 
of the Court that hath Cognizance of fuch Offence; the one Moiety of 
which Penalty to be paid to the Treafurer of the County wherein thé 


Offence is committed, and the other Moiety to the Perfon who thall profe- 
cute the fame to effect. 
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: į Deputy-Governor, Council, and Treafurer. 


Be it enafted, and it is bereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
Y of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
| the fame, That the Conftables in the feveral Towns in this State, without 
further Order, fhall, by cthemfelves, dr fome Perfon deputed by them; 
_ warn all the Freemen in their refpective Towns to meet together at fome 
furtab:e Place by them appointed in faid Town, on the firit Tuefday ot Sep~ 
_ dember annually, at Nitie of the Clock in the Morning, at which Time fhall 
| be read the Freeman’s Oath, and the lat Paragraph of this At; againtt 
_ diforderly Voting; who then fhall proceed firft to chufe Reprefentatives to 


‘Number of Votes for each Perfon affixed to his Name ; which Paper fhall 


| 


t 


| AnD at the opening of the General Affzmbly, there fhall be a Committee 


„to the taithtul Difcharge of their Truft, fhall proceed to teceive, fort, and 
| K count 


An A& for regulating the Ele&tion of Governor; 
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appointed out of the Council and Affembly, who, after being duly fworn — 
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Regulating Biections. | 
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count the Votes for che Governor, and declare the Perfor who Ras the 
major Part of the Vates, té be Governor for the Year énfuine: And ¥ 


. there be no. Choice made, theri the Council and General A fferibly, by their 


joint Ballot, fhall make Choice of a Governor ; and the Deputy-Governor 


` and Treafufer fhall be chofen in hke Manner. 


_ Txen faid Committee fhall proceed to receive, fort, and é¢ount the - 
Votes for the Counfellers, and the Twelve higheft in. Nomination fhalt be 
declared to be chofer Counfellors or Affifiants for the Year enfuing. ot 

And be it further enatied by the Antharity aforejaid, That if any Conftable 
fhall refute or neglect to attend fuch Order as aiorefaid, (annually) he fhatl 
forfeit and pay to the Treafury of the Town, the Sum of Five Pounds, 
for every fuch Negle&. . 

_ AnD if no Conttable be prefent at fuch Freemen’s Meeting, an Affiftant, 
Juftice of ‘the Peace, or One or more of the Seleét-mén ef faid Town, 
fiall fuoply the Place of the Conftable. l 7 

Be it further enaited by the Authority aforefaid, That every Man of the 
full Age of Twenty-one Years, having refided in this State for the Space 
bf One Year next before the Election of Reprefentatives, and is of a quiet 
and peaceable Behaviour, and will take the following Oath (or Affirmation) 
fhall be intitled to all the Privileges of a Freeman of this State, viz, 


YOU —— —~ folemnly feocar by the ever-living God, (or afirm in Prefence 
of Almighty God) that whenever you afe tallied tò give your Vote or Suffrage, 
touching ahy Matter that concerns the State of Vermont, you will do it fo as 
ia your Coufcience you fball judge will moft condire to the bejt Good of the fame, 
as eftablijhed by the Conftitution, without Fear or Favor of any Man. | 


Beit further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon half be 
admitted to take the Freeman's Oath, until they have obtained the Ap- 
probation of the Seleét-men of the Town, fignifying that they are qualified 
according to this Act; which Oath any onè Affiftant, Juftice of the 
Peace, or Fown-Clerk in their Abfence, is hereby tinpowered to adminifter. 

Aw all fuch Perfons, admitted and fwort as aforelaid, thall be Freemen 
of this Corpdration, aid their Names fitall bé enrolled ‘in the Roll of 
Freemen, in the Town-Clerk’s Office of that Town, whereiti they are 
admitted as aforefaid. | 

Anp that if any Freeman of this Corporation fhalt walk feandalouily, 
of commit any fcandalous Offence, it fhall be in the Power of the Supérior 
Court in this State, on Complaine thereof to them made, to disfran-hife 


_fueh Freeman ; who fhall ftand disfranchifed, until, by his good Behaviour, 


the faid Superior Court thall fee Caufe to feftore Kim to: his Franchifement 
or Freedom aSain ; which the faid Court is impowered to do. 

Ano if any Perfon that is not a Freétian of this Staté, admittéd and 
fworn according to Law, fhall prefume to vote, or give in bis Proxy, in the 
EleGtion of any of the Members of the General Affembly, Governor, or 
Deputy-Govérnor, Treaferer, or CounfeHor ; or if. any Fregman fhalf 
put in more than one Vote or Proxy fèt one Perfon, in the fame Election 


to one Office, he fhall pay a Fine of Five Pounds to the Treafurer of the 
Town where fuch Offence is committed. 
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: An A& defcribing the Probate Diftrias. 


AELS AND LAWS, 


Town-Clerk’s Duty. Probate Diftridts, 


me ae 
me 


Duty. 


DE it enalted, and it is bereby enaited by the Reprefentatives of the. Freemen of 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and. by the Authority af the 
fame, That the Town-Clerk, or Regifter, in every Town in this State, 
{irali record. all Marriages, Births, and Deaths, of Perfons in their Towns.; 


and that all Parents, Mafters, Executors, and Adminiftrators, refpectively, 


fhall bring in ta the Clerk of the Town to which they belong, the Names 
‘of feck Perfons belonging ta_them that fhall be born, or die; alfo, that 
every new-married Man fhall bring the Time of his Marriage, fufficiently 
proved, either by Certificate from him that married him, or by other legal 
‘Proof, to the Clerk, within one Month after fuch Marriage, Birth, or 
Death > And every Perfon fo neghecting, fhal forfeit the Sum of Four 
Shillings ;-@d-for every Month after the taid firt Month, Four Shillings. 

Asp the Clerks of every Town fhall, as far as they can come at, give 
in an Account of all fuch Negleéts to the Grand Jury, who fhall make 
Prefentment thereof tothe next Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peaces Which 
Forfeitures fhall be paid to the Town-Treafurer, 

Be it farther enalied by the Authority aforefaid, That there fhall be a fuita- 
ble Bsok or Books for regiftering kept in each Town in this State, (at the 
Coft of the Town) with an Index or Alphabet to the fame ; ia which 
Book or Books, the Town Clerk fhall record every Man’s Houfe and 
Lands, granted and meafured out to him, with the Bounds and Quantities 
of the fame, and date the Time of his entering all fuch Records. 

Awnp the Town Clerk in each Town, fhall keep the Town Book or 
Books, in their refpeétive Towns, and fhall truly-encer in the faid Book or 

~ Books, all Votes of thé faid Town, Grants, or Conveyances ot Lands, 
Choice of Town Officers, and other Town Acts and Matters, upon his 
Oath ; (except when at any Town-Mceting he fhall neceffarily be Ab- 
fent) and fhall grant Copies of the fame, as Need fhall require, for reas 
fonable. SatistaGion. l 


- BE zt cnadled, and it is. hereby enaéied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemew 
“ of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met; and by the Authority of 
Jhe fame, That this State fall be divided into Seven Diftri€ts, and in each 
Diitrict there fhall be a Court of Probate of Wills held, confifting of one 
Judge, who fhall appoint his Clerk ; and faid Diftri@ts to be divied in the 

|. following Manner, viz. All the Towns South of the North Line of 

- Bhafifoury, extending Eaft the fame Courfe to the Eaft Line of the County 

| Ot Beneimgton, be one entire and diftin& Diftriét, known by the Name of 

| the Diftriét of Bennington. 

| * Tuen beginning at the Northweft Corner of the Diftri&t of Bennington, 


| thence running Northwardly with the North Line of the State, until it 
| Comes to the Nortchweft Corner of Pollet; thence running Ealterly with 
| the North Line of faid Pollet, extending the fame Courfe to the County 
- Lint aforefaid, fhall be one entire Diftri@, and known by the Name of the 
| Diftrict of Manchefter, 
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Laying out and altering High-Ways. | 


Dilri& of 
Rutland. 


Of Guilford. 


Tunen beginning at the Northweft Corner of the Diftrict of Manchefter, 
and running Northerly with the Line of the State until it comes to the 
Forty-fifth Degree of North Latitude ; thence running Eafterly on Cana- 
da Line to the County Line aforefaid, fhall be one entire Diftrict, and 
known by the Name of the Diftri&t of Rutland. 

Tuen beginning at the Northeaft Corner of Putney, and running Wefts 
erly on the North Line of the fame Teer of Towns to the County Line; 
then runnitig South until it comes to the South Line ot this State, thence 
running Eafterly until it comes to the Bank of Connedicut-River , thence 
running Northerly on the Bank of faid River until it comes to the Place 
of Begining, fhall be one entire Diftrict, and known by the Name of the 
Diftri&t of Guilford. 2 

Tuen beginning at the Northeaft Corner of the Diftri& of Guilford, © 


~ running Northerly on the Bank of the River until it comes to the North- 


@t Rocking: 


ham. 


ealt Corner of Weatbersfield ; therce running Wefterly until it comes to the 
County Line; then running Southerly until it comes to the Northwelk 
Corner of the Diftri& of Guilford, hall be one entire Diftri&t, and known 


t by the Name of the Diftrict of Rockingham. 


Of Windfr. 


Of Barnet. 


Application 
to be made 
to Selectmen 
for roads, 


Tugs begining at the Northeaft Corner of the Diftrict of Rockingham, 
and running Northerly on the Bank of the River until it comes to the 
Northeatt Corner of Norwich , thence running Wefterly to the County 
Line ; thence running Southerly until it comes to the Northweft Corn. r of 
Rockingham, {hall be one entire Diftrict, and known by the Name or the 


‘Diftrict of Windsor. 


Tuew beginning at the Northeaft Corner of the Diftri&t of Wind/or,-and 
running Northerly on the Bank of faid River until it comes to the Lati- 
tude of Forty-five ; thence running Wefterly to the County Line 3 theace 
running Southerly until it comes to the N orthweft Corner of the Diftrict 
of Windfor, fhall be one entire Diffriét, known by the Name of the Dit. 
trict of Barnet. l . 


An A¢ for laying out and altering High-Ways. 


BE it enaited, and it is bereby enatted by theReprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority 
of the fame, That where a’new High-Way, or common Road from Town to 
‘Town, or Place to Place, fhall be found neceffary, and where old High- 
Ways with moreConveniency may be'turnedor altered, that upon any Perion 
or Perfons making Application, the Seleét-men of each Town refpectively, 
be, and are hereby impowered by themfelves or others whom they fhall ap- 
point, to lay out or caufe to be laid out fuch Roads, and likewile private 
Ways for fach Town only as fhall be thought neceflary, fo as no Damage 
is done to any particular Perfon in his Land or Property, without due Re- 
compence be made by the Town, as the Select-men and the Parties intereft~ 
ed may agree: -But if fuch Owners or Proprietors fhall not be fatisfied with 
what the Seleét-men offer by way of Recompence for their Damage, thëy 
have Liberty of making Application to one Affiftant or Juftice of Peace, 
who is hereby impowered to grant a Summons to the Sheriff of the County, 
er Conftable of fuch Town, to caufe to appear before him, not asa 
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Making and repairing High-Ways: 
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Seven, or lefs than Three Freeholders; who being fworn, fhall appraife the 
Damages, and make final Order thereon: And if it be found there were 
no Grounds of Complaint; the Complainer fhall pay all Charges arifing 
thereby. a i 

Tuar if any Perfon; being fummoned to ferve as aforefaid, hall neglect 
to attend the iame, he fhall incur the Penalty of Twenty Shillings to the 
Town Treafurer where fuch Perfon dwells, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, 
or Information. = a a p 

Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That the Selectmen 
aforefaid thall make, or caufe to be made; a true Survey of all fuch Roads 
or High-Ways; which fhall be recorded in the Town-Clerk’s Office in 
their réfpective Towns. ook + us l E p 

zilways provided, That the Coft arifing by furveying and laying out all 
Roads, together with all Damages that fhall be found due to the Owner 
of faid Lands, be, and is hereby ordered to be paid out of the Town 
Tréalury of the Town wherein fuch Road Heth, 

Be it further enaéted by the Authority aforéfaid, That where Allowance is 


"made tor High-Ways, in or adjoining any Lot of Land, that the Owner 


fhall not be intitled to any Damages, but the Roads to be laid as above, 


An Ac for making and fepairiig public High- Ways. 


BE it enaéted, and it is hereby ena€ted by the Reprefentatives of the Freenten 


_ of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 


the fame, That there fhall be to the Amount of Four Days Work to each 
Male Perfon from Sixteen Years old to Sixty; (except Minifters of the 
Gofpel improved within their refpective Towns) for making and repairing 
High-Ways, in the following Manner, viz. The Seleét-men of each 


| Town fhall make a Rate oii the Lift of the Polls and rateable Eftate of 


each ‘l own, to the Amount of Four Days to edch Perfon as aforefaid, at 
Eighteen Shillings per Day, and deliver the fame, or a Copy thereof, to 


of their refpective Towns to work at High-Ways to the Amount of their 
Rates; at Eighteen Shillings per Day, between the Fifteenth Day of May 
and the Fifteenth Day of Fune, and between the Fifteenth Day of September 


_and Fifteenth Day of O@eber annually. 


AnD if any Perfon or Perfons thall refufe or negleét to do their Propor: 
tici of their refpective Rates, according to the Warning, they hall forfeit 
and pay Thirty Shillings, in Lieu of every Day’s Work they neglect to 


| perform, provided they have Three Days Warning. 


Be it furiber enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Surveyors of 


|“High-Ways fhall make Return of all the Perfons fo neglecting, their 


Names, and Number of Days; within Six Days after {uch Negleét, to the 


-o next Afihan or Juftice of the Peace: And if the faid Perfon or Perfons 
doth not; within fix Days next after fuch Return; thew fuficient Reafon 
| why he did not comply with the Order of fuch Surveyor; then the faid 


Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, fhall grant his Warrant againit the 
Goods or Chattels of fuch Delinquént or Delinquents, direéted to thé 


Sheriff, his Deputy, or Conftable of the Town where the Delinquents . 
| ' Li i dwell; 
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Regulating Ferries and Ferriage. 


Power of 
Surveyors. 


Preamble. 


Magiftrates, 
&c. to regu- 
late Ferries. 


Two Towns 
to meet. 


Penalty for 
trapn{igreflion 


dwell, to colleét the Forfeitures, together with additional Cot; which 
Money fhall be delivered to fuch Surveyor, to be by him laid out for the 
Purpofe of making and repairing High-Ways :—Such Goods or Chattels 
fhall be; by faid Officer, fold ar public Vendue, after having. been pofted 
at leaft Ten Days before fuch Sale ; and the Overplus, if any there be, ta 
be returned to the Owner, | 

Awo that the Surveyors fhall have Power to order out fuch Number of 
Perfons as they fhall think proper, to mend the Roads, on any extraordinary 
Occafisa, at any Time; and the Pay therefor fhall be deducted out of 


_fuch Perfons Rates who fhall do fuch Labour. 


An AG forthe regulating Ferries and Ferriages within 
this State. 

[7 HER EAS it bas been found by Experience, that great Advantage Cof 
ravellers and others) has been taken, by Ferry-men demanding an 
unreafonable Price for ferrying—Aud whereas this Affembly cannot fo know- 
ingly diptinguilh between the feveral Rivers, and the Jeveral Parts of the fame 
River, Pond, or Lake, on Account of Diftance, Sisiftnefs of Water, Nun- 
ber of Travellers, Sc.—Therefore, to prevent fuch Lnpofstions for the future, 


BE it enalied; and it is hereby enaéted by the Repref.ntatives of tke Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the duibority of 
the fame, That the Magiftrates, Select-men, aod Conftabies of the leveral 
Towns where Ferries are needed, fhall meet before the Firft Day of duguft 
annually, at Time and Place by them agreed on, and appoint proper Per- 
fons and Places for Ferries, and provide fuitable Roads to and from the 
fame; and further regulate the Price thereof, according to the Profits of 
fuch Ferries, and the Price of Labour, to be varied from Time to Time, as 
Occafion fhall require. l 
Ax» whére two or more Towns fhall border on the fame River, Pond; 
or Lake, oppofite to each other, being within this State, 


Be it fuviber enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That the Magiftrates, 
Seleét-men, and Conftables of fuch Towns; fhall meet together for the 
Purpofes, and by the Time aforefaid. . 

Anp if any Perfon or Perfons fhall violate this Act, by demanding any 
greater Sum for Ferriage, than that ftated by the Authority aforefaid, he 
or they fhall, for every fuch Offence, forfeit the Sum of Fifteen Shillings s 
One Half to the Informer, and the other Half to the Town Treafurer . 
where fuch Offence is committed, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or In- 
formation, before any one Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace; in the County 
where fuch Offence is committed. 
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“An Act for the. Appointment and regulating 
Attarnies. 
` FOR the well ordering Proceedings, aud Pleas at the Bar, 
` e ; a f ' 
RE it enalted, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of the-Freemen of 
f the State of Vermont, iz General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That the Superior and County Courts in this State, fhall appoint, 
and they are hereby impowered to approve of, nominate, and appoint 
Attornies in this State, ds there fhall be OQccafion, to plead at the Bar; 
which Attornies fhall before fuch Court, take the following Oath, viz. 
You fwear by the ever living God, tbat you will de no Falfbood, 


Preamble: 


Courts to 
appoint At- 
tornies. 


nor confent to any to be done in the Court ; and if you know of any to be dane, - 


you foall give Knowledge thereof to the Judges, or Fuftices of the Court, or Jome 


of them, that it may be reformed :—You foall not, wittingly and willingly, or- 


knowingly, promote, fue, ar precure to be fued, any falfe or unlawful Suit, nor 
give Aid or Confent to the fame:—Ypou fhall demean yourfelf in tbe Office of an 
Attorney within the Court, according to the beft of your Learning and Difcretien, 
ee with ali good Fidelity, as well to the Court, as to ibe Client. So kelp you. 
Ged. l pas 

Tue Adminiftration and taking of which Oath, together with the faid 
Appointment, fhall be regiftered by the Clerk of faid Court, and be a 
fufficient Evidence of his Admiffion as an Attorney at the Bar. 

Ayn» that no Perfon (except in his gwn Cafe) fhal] be admitted to make 
any Plea at the Bar, in any Superior or County Court, but fuch as are 
allowed and qualified Attornies as aforefaid, except he obtain {pecial Liber- 
ty from faid Court. Le 3 
-Anp whofoever thall tranfgrefs the Rules of Pleading appointed by any 
Court, fhall be liable to fuffer fuch Fine for every fuch Offence, as the 

faid Courts fhall impofe, not exceeding the Sum of Five Pounds. i 

Tuart in all Cafes whatfoever, there fhall be allowed but one Attorney 
on a Side, to plead at the Bar. 

Anp. the Fees of fuch Attornies fhall be as ftated in the Table of Fees. 
And the Party that fhall recover Judgment fhall have his Atcorney’s Fees 
according to the above Regulations, allowed as Part of Coft of Trial. . 

And be it further enaéied by the Authority aforefeid, That in each County 
in this State there fhal} be one Srate’s Attorney, who fhall profecute, ma- 
nage, and plead, in the County where he is appointed, in all Matters proper 
for and in Behalf of this and the United States ; which. Attornies {hall be 
appointed by the refpeétive County Courts. 

Anp that the feveral Attornies who fhall be allowed and appointed as 
aforefaid; fhall, from Time to Time; be under the Directions of the Courts 
before whom they fhall plead, who fhall and may difplace; and wholly 
oe any of faid Attornies; or Fine them, as is before in this A& pro- 
. vided, 
| Be it further enacted by the Authority-aforefaid, That no Attorney’s Fees 
be allowed, or taxed, in any Bill of Cof in any Juftices Court, any thing 
| in this Act notwithftanding. o 4 
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Drunkennefs. - Profane Swearing. Conftables Duty. 
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‘An A& for the Punifhment of Drunkennets, 


BE it enacted, and it is hereby enaited by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That if any Perfon fhall be found Drunken, fo that he, or fhe, be 
thereby bereaved and difabled in the Ule of his or her Reafon and Under- 
ftanding, appearing either in his or her Speech, Gefture, or Behaviour, and 
be thereof convicted, he or fhe fhall forfeit, as a Fine, the Sum of Eight 
Shillings for every fuch Offence to the Treafurer of the Town where the 
Offence is committed, for the Ufe of the Poor therein ; and for want of 
Goods whereon to make Diftrefs, the Offender, or Offenders, fhail fit in 


the Stocks, there to remain not to exceed Three Hours, nor lefs than 
One Hours ` 


G 


An A& againft profane {wearing and curfing. | 


BE it enafied, and ib is bereby enaited by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That if any. Perfon or Perfons within this State, thall {wear pro- 
fanely, either by the holy Name of GOD, or any other Oath ; or finfully 
and wickedly curfe any Perfon or Perfons ; fuch Perfon fo offending, fhall 
upon Conviction thereof before one Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, for- 
feit and pay for every fuch Offence, the Sum of Six Shillings; And if 
{fuch Perfon or Perfons fo convicted, fhall not be able, or fhall refufe to 
pay the aforefaid Fine, he or they fhall fit in the Stocks, not-exceeding 
Three Hours, and not lefs than One Hour, for one Offence, and pay 
Coft of Profecution: 


Añ A& directing Conftables in their Cfiice and Duty. 


Be it enalied; and it is bereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
*” the State of Vermont, ix General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That one Conftable in each re{pective Town in this State, fhall be 
chofen to levy and gather the State’s Tax in fuch Town; and it fhall be 
his Duty to collect fuch Tax, when properly authorifed thereto by the 
Treafurer, and fhall alfo make up his Accounts with the Treafurer. 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Perfon ten- 
dered to any Conftable of any Town in this State, by any Conftable, or 
ather Officer belonging to any of the neighbouring States, with a Warrant 
from any of their Authority, fhall prefently be received, and forthwith 
conveyed from Conftable to Conftable, by the refpective Conftables in 
this State, until fuch Perfon fhall be brought unto the Place to which he 
or fhe is fent, or before fome Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace in this State, > 
who fhall difpofe of him or them as the Juftice of the Cafe fhall require. 

Tuar every Conftable fhall duly receive all Hue-and-Cries, and the 
fame diligently purfue to full Effect, fuch as are granted and fent out.after 
capital or criminal Offenders, at the Coft and Charge of this State ; a 

uc 
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| fuch as are taken out by particular Perfons, in their own Cafes, at thé 


Coft and Charge of thofe who take theñi out. 

Tuar every Conftable within this State; is hereby authorifed, and fully 
impowered, to put forth Purfuits, or Hlue-and-Cries, after Murderers, 
Peace-Breakers, ‘Thieves, Robbers, Burglarers,and any other capital Offen- 


ders, where no Magiftrate or Juftice of the Peace is near. at Hand :—As ` 
alfo, without Warrant, to apprehend fúch as are overtaken with Drink— 


guilty of profane Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, Lying; alfo vagrant Per- 
fons, and unteafonable Night-walkers ;—Provided they be taken and 
apprehended in the Fact, either by the Sight of the Conftable, or prefent 
As alfo; to make Search for all 


Occafion, in Taverns, and other fufpeéted Places or Houles; and thole to 


| apprehend; and Keep in fafe Cuttédy, till Opportunity ferves to bring them * 
| before the next Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, for further Examination; 
| in order to their being proceeded againft according to Law. 


- Tuar each and every Contable fhall have Power and Authority to 


ferve and execute fuch lawful Precepts, Writs, or Warrants, as are directed 
| to them frôm lawful Authority, within the Town only where he belongs : 


| And fhall have the Power of Water-Bailiffs in the feveral refpe€tive Towns 


in this State, when and where there fhall be Occafion for the fame. 
Provided neverthelefs, ‘That when any Conftable is employed or com- 
manded by any Affiltant or Juftice of the Peace, to apprehend or arreft 
any Perfon or Perfons, he fhall not doit without a Warrant in Writing. 
Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That all Conftables may; 
and trom Time to Time fhall make diligent Search, throughout the Limits 
of their Town, upon the Lord’s-Days, and on all other Times, as oft as 
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may find 
hue-snd cr¥ 
after muUr- 
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witheut a 
warrant, 
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Provilos 


they thall be informed, or fee Caufe, for fuch Offenders as hal lie tippling — 


in any Inn, or Houfe of Entértainment, or private Houle, exceflively, or 
unfeafonably ; and atter fuch as retail ftrong Drink. without Licence : 


_ And alfo warn all thofe that frequent public Houfes; and fpend their Time 


there idly, to forbear ; and alfo warh all thofe that keep fuch Houies, not 
to fuffer any fuch Perfons in their Houfes: And to make due Prefentment 
of all Breaches of Law (coming within their Knowledge) to fome Authority 
proper to receive the fame, once in every Month, 
Awp if, upon due Information, any Conftable fhall refufe of neglect ia 
make fuch Search, Seifure, and Prefentment, and be thereof legally con- 
victed, he fhall pay a Fine of Five Shillings to the Treafury of the Town 
whereto he belongs, ow 


_ AND the better to enable, and môre offettually to oblige the refpective 
` Conftables to execute their Office, 


Be it further enaéied by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon fhali 
retufe, at any Time; to affift any Conftabie in the Execution of his Office, 


_ being by him duly thereunto required, he fhall forfeit Five Pounds: 


Awnp if it appear that any Perfon fhall wilfully, obftinately, or contemp- 


_tuoufly refufe to affift fuch Conftable, as is before expreffed, he fhall forteic 
and pay to the Ufe of the Town where the Offence is committed, Ten 


Pounds: The faid Offerée to be heard and tried by an Affiftant, or Juftice 
of the Peace; : 
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Counterfeiting Bills of Credit, &c. 
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' An A@ againft counterfeiting Bills of public Credit, 


All. Perfons 
eounterfeit- 

ineCrirency 
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Anp if any Confiable, or other Perfon, upon urgent Oceafion, fhall - 
refufe to ufe his beft Endeavors in raifing and profecuting Hue-and-Cries, - 
either by Foot or upon Horfe (if Need be) after capital Offenders, he 
fhall forfeit the Sum of Forty Shillings to the Ufe aforefaid ; and to be 
determined as. afarefaid. - 


Coins, or Currencies ; and emitting, and paffing Bills 
or Notes on private Credit ; and prevent Injuftice 
in pafling counterfeit Bills. 


BE it enalted, and it is hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Fretmen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, ‘That whotoever fhall prefume to forge, counterfeit, or alter any 
of the Bills of Credit of this or the other American States, that now are, or ` 
hereafter fhall be by Law emitted, and eftablifhed Current, either in thig 
or any of che aforefaid States ; or that fhall utter or put ofany fuch forged, 
counterfeit, or altered Bills, or Coin, knowing them to be {uch ; or thag 
fhall countel, advifeé, procure, or any Ways affift in the forging, coun. 
terfeiting, imprinting, ftamping, altering or figning of any falie, forged, 
and counterieit Bill or Bills, or Coins, knowing them to be fuch ; or fhalt 
engrave any Plate, or make any other Inftrument to be ufed for that Pur- 
pole ; every Perfon or Perfons fo offending, being convicted thereof before’ 
any of the Superiour Courts in this State, fhall be punifhed by having his 
Right-Ear cut off, and fhall be branded with the capital Letter Con a hot 
Iron, and be committed toa Work-Houfe, there to be confined and kept. 
to Work, under the Care of a Malter, and not to depart therefrom without 
{pecial Leave from the Affembly of this State, until the Day of his Death, 
under the Penalty of being feverely whipped by Order of anyCourt, Affiftant - 
or Juftice, and thereupon to be returned ro his former Confinement and La- 
bour. And all the Eftate of any Perfon offending as aforefaid, fhall be 
forfeited to this State, and may be a¢cordingly feized for that Purpote, by’ 
Order of the Court before whom fuch Offender is convicted. oe 

And that fush Offenders may more Effetiually be difcovered and profecuted, 

Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That whofoever thall- 
make Difcovery and give Information of {uch vile and wicked Practices of 
making or altering any fuch Bills or Coins; or of making any of the In- 
f{truments aforefaid ; or of aiding therein, fo that the Perfon or Perfons 
guilty thereof be tendered to Jultice, and .convicted ; every fuch 
Informer fhall have and Receive as a Reward for his good Service in difco- 
vering and informing as aforefaid, the Sum of Ten Pounds. 

And the more effectually to prevent the pafing Juch counterfeit, forged, or 

altered Bills, and Injuftice arifing thereby, 

Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That when, and fo often 
as it fhall happen, that any fuch falie, forged, altered, or counterfeit - 
Bill, fhall be brought to the Treafurer of this State, or offered to him in 
Payment of Rates, or to be exchanged, he fhall fecure them; and he is 
hereby authorifed to feize and retain them, entering on the Back thereof 

oo the - 


i 


ACTS AND L AWS, | 


Counterfeiting Bills of Credit, &e. 


| the Name of the Perfons in whofe Poffeffion they were, and then deliver 
- the fame iñto the Hands of fome Authority, to be enquired into, 


‘Ann every Affiftant, and Jultice of the Peace, is hereby alfo authorifed and 


| impowered to feize and take into his Cultody every fuch Bill, which he 
| Thall fee, obferve, or have Knawledge of, and the fame to retain, entering 


on the Backfide thereof, the Name of the Perfon from whom he took the 
fame ; and. at his Difcrecion to caufe the Perfon from whom hë took fuch 


_ Bilt and lodged with him, to come before him, to be examined in the 


` Premifes , and to adminifter an Oath to fuch Perfon or Perfons, to declare 
-of whom he. or they received it; and proceed in his Enquiries, in Manner 


aforefaid, after the Author of the Mifchief, as far as fuch Authority’s 
Difcretion will guide him. _ a l 

_ Be st further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenfoever any 
Perfon fhalt be the Poffeffor of any fuch falfe or counterfeit Bill, he hall 


| (on his difcovering it to be fuch) deliver the fame to fome Affiftant, or 


Juftice of the Peaé¢e, and inform him, that he concludes the fame to be 


| falfe and counterfeit ; and if fach Affiftant or Juftice fhall fuppofe the 


fame to be falfe, as aforefaid, he fhall take the fame, and write the Name of 


juftices, &e. 
to ftop coua- 
terfeit Bills, 
&e. 


Sufpedted 
Bilis -o bė 
lodged with 
ı Authority. 


the Perfon of whom he received it, on the Back of faid Bill, and that it - 


was delivered to him as a counterfeit Bilt: And fuch Perfon that fo delivers 


| up fuch Bill, ot from whom fuch. Bill is taken, in either of the Methods 
_ aforefaid, may, after fuech Delivery, or taking, go to the Perfon of whom ` 
| he received the fame, and demand of hiny Pay therefor, informing him 


where fach Bill is lodged. 
Ano it the Perfon of whom he received faid Bill, fhall refufe or neglect 


_ to make him Satisfaction therefor, may bring his A&ion for his Damage, 
in not paying him for faid Bill, or for putting off faid Bill to him, before 
any Court, Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace; proper to try the fame, 
_alledging the fame to be taken or delivered up as aforefaid. And in the 


| Trial of any fuch Cafe, if the Bill be found to be falfe, forged, or counter- 
| feit, to the Satisfaction of the Court that tries the fame, the faid Court 
| Thalf proceed to enquire into the Equity of the Caufe, by examining the 
| Parties under Oath, and taking any other Evidences, as they fhall judge 
jut and right; and upon their finding, to their Satisfaction, that fuch 
: Plaintiff received the fame Bill of the Defendant for a true Bill, they fhall 
_ give Judgment for the Plaintiff, for his juft Damages and Cott. 

Provided always, Such Bill be delivered up, or taken as aforefaid, before 
the Plaintiff offered the fame back to the Perfon of whom he received it.- 
Provided alfo, That no Perfon be profecuted in Form as aforefaid, but 
within one Year after he puts off fuch Bill; which Fag may be enquired 
into in Form aforefaid. oan as 
_ "Be it further enaéted, ‘That all and every Perfon that hath at any Time 
had any fuch Bill that fhall be taken from the Poffeffor, or fhall by the 

Pofieffor be delivered up as aforefaid, and hath fatisfied the Perfon to whom 
he put off faid Bill, for the fame fhall -have the like Liberty of profecuting 
and taking Remedy as aforefaid, againft the Perion of whom he received 
the fame. © l , 

| Arp that every Affiftant or Juftice that fhall have fuch Bill in Hand, 
fhall at the Coft of the Party fately convey the fame to any Court where 
the fame may be wanted in the Trial of the Cafe. And that if any Court, 
Affiftant, or Fuftice, had the Poffeffion of iuch falfe counterfeit: Bill the 
‘Space of one Year, he or they fhall deitroy’the fame. And 


1 
| 


| 
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48 _ Authenticating Deeds, &e. 2 
AND whereas tbe putting out, and paffing of Bills, Notes, or Coins, to bé 
ifed and improved as a general Gurrency, or Medium of Trade, on private `. 
Lunds or Credit, is an Infringement on the Right and Power of the State, 
and would greatly depreciate the public Credit, and tend to create Cenfufion, : 
Injuftice, and Mifchiefs among ft the Subjedis of this State :-—Therefore, 


Be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon; 

Society, Number of Perfons, or Company, within this State, fhall prefume 

Perfons, &c, to ftrike, emit, or put out any Bills of Credit, of the Nature or Tenor of 
emittiveBills the Bills of Credit in this State, on any Funds or Credit of any Perfon or 
of Credit to Perfons, Society, or Company, to be uf€d and improved as a general Cur 
be pusifhec. rency, or Medium of Trade, as, and in Lieu of Money ; fuch Perfon, of 
Perions, Society, -or Company, and every of them, fhall be fubjeé to the 

fame Pains, Penalties, and Forfeitures, and be punifhed in the fame Man- 

ner as thofe are by this A& fubjected to, who fhall be convicted of forging 

or counterfeiting the Bills of Credit emitted by this State. l 

Anp that if any Perfon or Perions in this Strate; fhall utter, vend, or 
pais any Bills, Notes, or Coins, or any other Currencies whatfoever, which - 

Perfons ut- either have been, or hereafter fhall be ufed as aforefaid, on the Fund or 

_ tering or Credit of any private Perfon or Perfons, Society or Company whatfoever, 
ie hs either in this or the neighbouring States ; he or they io offending fhall 
Souble. ay forfeit double the Sum or Value exprefied in fuch Bill, Note; or other 
a Currency ; the one Half thereof to him or them that fhall profecute the 
fame to Effect, and the other Half to the Town Trealurer, when the Trial 

fhail be before an AfMfiitant or -Juftice ; and to the County Treafurer, when 
it fhall be before the County Court. 

rcfentment Ann all Grandjurors and Conftables are hereby required to make Pres 


to be made, fentment of all Breaches of this Act. 


An A& for authenticating Deeds and Conveyances, 


FoR preventing fraudulent and uncertain Sales of Houfes and Lands,—. 
£ And to the Intent it may be better known what Title or Intereft Perfons 
bave in or to Juch Eftates as they jhali offer to Sale, . 


1 


BE it enafted, and it is bereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen. 
of the State of Vermont, in General dffembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That. henceforth all Deeds or Conveyances of any Houles or. 

Deeds to be Lands, within this State, figned and fealed by the Parties granting the 
acknowledg- fame; having good and lawful Right or Auchority thereto, and. attefted 
ed and re- by two or more Witneffes, and acknowledged by fuch Grantor or Grantors,’ 
corded: before an Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, and recorded at Length in the 
Town-Clerk’s Records where fuch Houtes and Lands do lie; fhall be valid 

to pafs, without any other Act or Ceremony in the Law whatfoever.—— 

And that no Bargain, Sale, or Mortgage, or other Conveyarice of Houfes 

or Lands made-and executed within this Staté, fhall be valid in Law, to 

hold fuch Houfes and Lands againft any other Perfon or Perfons but the 

Grantor or Grantors, and their Heirs only, unlefs the Deed or Deeds 

` thereof be acknowledged and recorded in Manner as is before ape 

l rovi 
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Provided neverthelefs, That when, and fo often as it fhall happen, that 
‘any Grantor fhall live in Parts beyond the-Sea, or be reitiovéd out of this 
State, or be dead before any Deéd or Conveyance by him or her fo madé 
be. acknowledged as aforefaid ; or in Cafe the Grantor or Vendor neglects 
‘or refufes to acknowledge, as before-mentioned, being thereto réquired by 
the Grantee or Vendee, his, her, or their Attorfiey, Executors, Adminiftra- 
‘tors, Heirs, or Affigns ; in every fuch Cafe, the Proof of fuch Deed ot 
Conveyance made, by the Oath of the Witneffes, before dn Affiftant; 
jor Judge of the Superior or County Court, fhall be efteemed in Law 
equivalent to the Party’s own Acknowledgment thereof. ` oo 
Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That any Mortgagé of 
any Lands or Tenements, his orher Heirs, Executors, of Adminittrators, 
having received full Satisfaction and’ Payment of all fuch Stim or Sums of 
i Money, fhall, at the Requeit ofthe Mortgager, his Heirs, Execttrors, ot 
_Adminiftrators, acknowledge and caufe fuch Satisfaction and Payment to 
be entered in the Margin of the Records‘of fuch Mortgage, and fhall Gen 
the fame; which fhall thereafter forever difcharge, defeate, and releafe fuch 
‘Mortgager, and perpetually bar-all Actions to be brought thereupon, iù 
any Court of Record, - oo. ea Par 
` Ano if fuch.Mortgager, his or her Heirs, Executors, or Adminiftratoray 
fhall not, within Ten Days next after Requeft in that Behalf made, and 
„Tender of his.or their.reafonable Charges, repair to the Records, and there 
make and fign fuch Acknowledgment as aforefaid, or otherwife fign and 
feal a Difcharge of the faid Mortgage, and releafe and quit Claim to the 
Ettate therein mentioned to be granted, and acknowledge the fame before 
ah Affiftant or Juiti¢e of the Peace, he, the, or they fo refufing, fhall be 
liable to make good all Damages for Want of fuch Difcharge or Releafe, 
ito be recovered by Action or Suit in any Court of Record: And in Cafe 
Judgment paf againft the Party Yo fded, he, fhe, or they fo caft, Mall pay 
‘the adverfe Party treble Cott arifing upon fuch Suit. l 
Be it further enaéied by the Authority aforefaid, That the Town Clerks in 
the feveral Towns in this State, thall fairly enter and record at Length 
in their Records, all Deeds, Convefyances, and Mortgages ot Lahds, Té- 
nements, Rents, or’ other Hereditaments lying and being within the Towh 
where fuch Cléerk’s Records arè “kept within: this State, made, executed, 
and acknowledged or received in Manner aforefaid, which fhall be brought 
to him to Record ; and thall on Receipt thereof in his Office, note thereon 
the Day, Month, and Year, when-he received the fame, and the Record 
fhall bear Date accordingly. ier wee eS 2 
Provided alfo, That where there are no Inhabitants in fuch Town, afd 
confeqtiently no Town Clerk or Regifter, in'every fuch Cafe, fuch Grants 
pr Deeds fhall be recorded in the Town Clerk's Record in the next adjoii- 
ing Town 3 and in cafe therë is no Clerk’s Office in any adjoining Town, 
then fuch Grants or Deeds fhall be recorded în the Records of the County 
Clerk in the Country where the Lands are, any Thing in this A& to the 
` Contrary notwithitanding, | ike | 


} 


_ And be it enaéted by thé Authority aforefaid, That if any Town Clerk or 


Regifter within this Stare, fhall negleét ta ‘do ‘and perform his Duty aċ-- 
"carding to this Act, and be‘therecf conviéted, he fhall pay'a Fine of Five 

LO to the Treafurer of the Town whereto he belongs, for every fuch 

Negleat. ene 
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-*Punifhing of Trefpaffes, > 


. Perfons refa- 

fiag to ac- 
knowledge a 
Deed, to be 
tried by an 
Affifiant, 


. and commit- 
ted to Goal. 


Provifo. 


No perfon to 
trefpafs on 
another’s 


` Be it furiber enaifed by the datbority aforesaid, That any Petfon or Perfons 
having figned, fealed, and delivered, a. Déed or Grant of Land, of Build- 
ings, atid fliall refufe to acknowledge the fame ; in Mch cafe, the Perfon of 
Perions to wham ftich Deed or Grant was made, fhall make Application 
to an Affitant of Juftiċé of the Pedce (who are hereby authortzed co heart 
and determine the fame) for a Warrant to bring fuch Perion dr Périons 
immediately before him, and iew Caüfe, if any there:-be, why be refuts ta 
acknowledge the faid Deed or Grant ; and if it doth not appear to the faid 
Affiftant or Jiiftice of tlie Peace, that che faid Grantor fas juft Grounds to 
refufe to acknowledge die lame; and he or they fill continuing to refule, 
the faid Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, may commit the faid Grantor or 
Grantors to Goal, there to remain until he or they do acknowledge the 
faid Grant or Deed, Soa i 
Provided always, That the Party grieved have. Liberty to appeal from 
the Judgment of faid Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, unto the nexc 
County Court in faid County, and either Party hall be debarred from 
making any Conveyance of faid Premifes in the mean Time, or unul the 
Matter be deterinined by faid County Court. i | 


An AG for the punifhing of Trefpaffes in divers 
Cafes, and dire&ting Proceedings therein. 


BE it enacted, and it is bérelj enalted by the Reprefcntatives of the Freemex 
of the State of Vermont, ia General Affembly miet, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That no Perfan or Perfons hall cut, fell, or deftroy, or carry 
away any Tree or Trees, Timber, Stone, or Under-Wood whatfoever, 
ftanding, lying, or growing or the Land. of any otlier Perfon or Perions 
within this State, without Leave of the Owner or Owners of fuch Lands, 
on Pain that every Perfon fo cutting, ce and deitroying, or carrying 
away the fiine, fiall for every fuch Trefpals, forfeit and pay to the Party 
or Parties injured or trefpaffed upon, the Sum of Ten Shillings for every 
Tree of one Foot over, and for all Trees of a greater Dimenfion three 


Times the Value thereof, befides Ten Shillings as aforefaid, and Five 


Provifo. 


Provifo- 


Shillings for every Tree or Pole under that Dimenfion ; which feveral 
Penalties, Forfeitures, and Damages, fàll and may be recovered by Atti- 
on, Bill, Plaint or Information, upon Convičtion of: the Trefpaffer or 
Trefpafiers. . — a | 

Provided always, That no Perfon that is not a Relfident of the Town 


where the Trefpafs is done, fhall be enabled by Virtue of this AŒ to 


prafecute another for Trefpafs doneon his unimproved Lands, by cutting 


< Timber for any public Ute. 


Always provided, That the Proprietors of comiiom. ot undivided Landa 
in the ref{pective Fowns, may grant Liberty for the cutting or felling any 
Tree or Trees, or carrying, away Timber, Wood, or Under-wood, growing 
ar lying on their common or undivided Lands, under fuch Regulations 
and Reftrictions as they, or the major Pare of them, {ball agree in their Ie- 
gal Meeting ; and if they fhall fee Caulé, may appoint and impower their 
Agents or Attorniés in their Place or Stead, to profecute any Perfon or 
Perfons that fhall Trefpafs on their undivided Lands, contrary to this yee 

; : ! » 


Be @ 
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Punifhing of Trelpafies. 


sr 


Awa the like Powet is hereby alfo given to thie Inkabitatits of the feve- 
‘fal Towns in their refpective Towii-Mectings, with refpeét to the Timber, 
Wood or Under-Wood, growing or lying on Lands within their Town- 
fhip fequeftered for public Us; = 

_ Provided alfa, And it is berehy chatted, That when. the Court, Aififtant or 
Juftice, before whoin any Frial tipon this A fhall be had, thall be well 
fatisfied that the Defendant was guilty through Miftake; and that he really 
believed the Timber, Stone, or ‘Frees; complained ef, was, when growing, 
on his own or fome other Perfon’s Land where he had a right to cut, &cy 
That in fuck Cafe the Defendant -fiall bé fentenced to pay to the Piantiff 
only the jut Value of the Timber felled, taken away, or deftroyed, and 
Cott of Trial, and no more. l ; 

_ Beit fartber euatied by. the Authority aforefzid; That if any Perfon or 
Perions fail whlawfully throw down, or leave open any Bars, Gates, 
er Fence or Fences, belonging to, or inclofing any Common Field, or 
any Lands held ii Propriety, or Common, or belonging to any particular 
Perion or Perfons within this. State, fhall, for every fuch Trefpafs, upon 
Conviction. thereof, forfeit and pay to the Parties injured thercby double 
Damages, and alfo a Sum not exceeding Twenty-five Shillings, according 
ta the Nature and Aggravation of the Trefpafs, to be recovered in Man- 
ger as aforefaid. : KBEN 
further enatted by ihe. Antbority aforefaid, Thar every Perfon or 
Perlons that fiall fet Fite on any Land. in this State,. that hail Tun into 


_driy common. and undivided. Lands, or Towns, Commons, or Lands be- 
“longing to any particular Perfon.or Perfonss fuch Perfon or Perfons fetting 


fuch Fire, or that {ball be aiding and affitting therein, fhall pay and fatisfy 
to che Owner of Owners of the Lands, all Damages. that fhall be done by 
fuch Fire, except he. make it appear that the Damage happened by inevi- 
table Accident. ` $e 

Tuar if any Perfon or Perfons, having. their Faces blacked, painted, 
or any Ways difguiféd, thall, either by Day or by Night, commit any of 
the Trefpafies aforefaid ;-or fhall bear or abufe any of the Subjeéts.of this 
oF any other of the Americas States, and be thereof convicted by due 


above the Penaliies and Damages aforefaid, be publicly whipped, not 
exceeding Ten Stripes, as the Nature of the Trefpafs.may require. `. 
Twat if-any Horie, or other Beaft, thall. trefpafs.in- any Corn-Field, or 
Gtfier Inclofure,, being fenced in fuch Sort as. fecures againft Cows, Oxen, 
Calves, and fuch like Cattle, the Party or Parties trefpaffed. upon thall 
procure two able Men, of good Report and Credit, to: view and adjudge 
the Harms done, which the Owner or Owners of the Beaft or Beafts fhall 
fatisfy, where known, upon. reafonable Demand, whether the Beafts fhal 
be impounded or not: But if the Owner or Owners be known, or near 
reliding, a8 in the fame Town, or the.like, Notice. thereof fhall-be given 
to bim.or them, or lefé at the. Place.of hisor their ufual Abode, before an 
Eitimation be made thereof, tothe End he or they, or fome other Perfon 
appointed by him or them, may be. prefet when the Judgment is made; 
the.liké Notice alfo. fhall be left for him or them, of the Damage charged 
upon them, that. if heor they fhall not. approve thereof;. he or they may 


pes 


repair ta the Sélect-men, or fome of them, who fhall, in fuch Cafe, nominate ~ 


aad appoint two able and indifferent Men, to review and adjudge the faid 
p `` Harms, 


Provifo 
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2 Harms, which being forthwith difcharged and paid, together with theCharge 
of Notice, former and latter View, and Determination of Damages, ‘the 
firit Judgment to be void. | na ese 

ai ~  Previded always, That when Damage is done to any Perfon or Pers. 

Provifo. fons, it it appear to be done or happen by the meer Default of him or them 

to whom the Damage is done, it fhall be judged no Trefpafs, and no 
Damage fhall be given. ae 


A. Ac for the Settlement of teftate and inteftate 
Eftates. . , > 


BE it enatled, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of ` 
the fame, That rhe Executor, or Executors, named by the Telftator of any 
lat Will or Teftament, or fuch other Perfon or Perfons to whom the Ad- 
miniftration of the Eftate of Perfons deceafed fhall be committed, calling, 
or taking to him or them, two or more, to whom the deceafed Perfor was 
indebted, or made a League, and upon their Refufal, or Abfence, two other. 
honeft Perfons being next of Kin to the Perfon fo dying ; or (on their De- 
fault or Ablence) two or more honet Neighbours, Friends to the-deceafed, 
and in their Prefence, and by their Diicretioa, being under Oath, hall 
make, or caufe to be made, a true and pertect Inventory of all the Eftate 
of the Perion deceafed, as well moveable as not moveable, whatfoever, and 
the fame fhall caufe to be indented : Whereof the one Part, by the faid Ex- 
ecutor, or Executors, Adminiftrator, or Adminiftrators, upon his or their 
Oath, or Oaths, to be taken before the Court which hath Power.to take 
Probate of Wills and Teftaments, granting Adminiftration, and the like, 
fhall be by him or them delivered to the fd Court of Probate, and the 
other Part to be and remain with the faid Executor, Executors, Admini- — 
ftrator, or Adminiftrators. That if any Executor or Executors ot the 
Will of any Perfon deceafed, knowing of his or their being fo named and 
appointed, fhall not, within the Space of Thirty Days next after the De- 
ceafe of the Teftator, caufe fuch Will to be proved, and recorded in the 
Regifter’s Office of that Diftri€t where the deceafed Perfon lat dwelt, or 
Executors prefent the faid Will, and declare his or their Retufal of the Executorfhip’s 
pegng: every Executor fo neglecting of his or her Trut and Duty in that Behalf, 
to pay Sl (without juft Excufe made and accepted for fuch Delay) fhall forteit the 
Sum of Five Pounds per Month, from and after the Expiration of the 
Thirty Days, until he or they fhail caufe Probate of fuch Will to be made, -: 
or prefent the fame as aforefaid. S, 7 
Awp upon any fuch Refulal of the Executor or Executors, the ‘Court df 
Probate fhall commit Adniiniftration of the Eftate of the deceafed, with 
the Will, unto the Widow, or next of Kin to the Deceafed; and upon 
their Refufal, tu one or more of the principal Creditors, as the Court fhall. 
_ think fir. : i 
°" Anp if the Executor or Executors of any lat Will and Teftament, 
brought for Probate in any of the Courts of Probares in this State, ‘fhall 
: not, within the Space of two Months next after the Probate of fuch lait 
Will and Teftament, caufe fuch Inventory to be made, as aforefaid, en l 
© e 
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the fame to be exhibitèd in the Regifter’s Office of the fame Court of Pro- __ 
bate where the faid Will was accepted and recorded ; every Executor fo Executor to 
neglecting his or her Truft, in that Cafe (without juft Excule made to the Pay sh per 
i, Judge of iaid Court, and accepted for fuch Delay) thall -forfeit the Sum of Marta Of 
` Five Pounds per Month, from and after the faid two Months are expired, ons 
until he or they thall inventory the faid Eftate, and exhibit the faid Inven- 
tory as aforetaid. <_< 
Every fuch Forfeiture, as well for not caufing the Will to be proved, Ferfettures: 
&c. as for not exhibiting an Inventory,- as aforelaid, fhall be and belong sider baat 
.one Moiety thereof to the Town Treafury of that Town where the Deceafed ed & applied 
lalit dwelt, for the Ufe of faid Town, and the other Moiety to him or 
them who fhail inform or fue for the- fame, and profecute to full Effet 
to be recovered by Action or Information, in the County where the Tef- 
tator laft dwelt. — go he i i 
And if ‘any Perfon or Perfons fhall alienate or embezzle any of the 
Gaods or Chattels of any Perfon deceafed, before he. or they have taken Penak? fur 
` out Letters of Adminiftration, and exhibited a true Inventory of all the embezzie- 
known Effate of the faid Deceafed ; all and every fuch Perfon or Perfons meat. 
fo acting, fhall ftand chargeable, and be liable to the Aétions of the Cre- 
=~ ditors, and other Perfons grieved, as being Executors in theirown Wrong, - : 
| __ Ap the Court of Probates: thall caufé a Citation to be made out to the Court taap- 
Widow, or next of Kin ; and upon their Neglect of Appearance, or Refu- Pee ar 
fal, may commit Adminiftration of any fuch Eftate, to fome one or more ai provers 
_ of the chief Creditors, if accepted by him or them ; or others, as the faid gow refutes: 
| Court fhall think fit, upon their Refufal. F i 


AND for preventing Fraud in concealing any Part of the Effate of any 
Perfon deceased, > ? 


, „ Be it further enatted by tbe Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfo of 
' Perfons in this State, {hall have in his or their Cuftody or Poffeffion, ‘any 
| Gcods or Chattels belonging to the Eftate of any deceafed Perfon ; or any goods &c. of 
| Bills, Bonds, Accounts, or fuch other Things as may tend to difclofe fuch deceafed, te 
_Eftate ; and upon Demand of the fame made by the Executor or Admi- deliver thena 

niltrator of fuch Eftate, fhall refufe.to make Delivery, or give a fatisfying Up,’ 
Account thereof to the faid Executor or Adminiftrator ; it fhall be in the 

Power of the next Affiftant, or Jultice of the Peace, upon Complaint there- 
Of made to him by the faid Executor or Adminiftrator, to iffue a Warrant 
to fome fit Perfon, to apprehend fuch Offender, and to bring him or her 
`~ ‘| before fuch Affiftant or Jultice of the Peace, who may bind fuch Perfon, 
_ with fufficient Sureties, to appear before the next Court of Probates ; and 
| the faid Court hall be, and is hereby impowered to examine fuch Offender 
or Offenders, under his or their Oaths, upon fuch Interrogatories touching 
fuch Goods, Chattels, Bills, Bonds, Accounts, and other Things, tending 
to difclofe the Eftate aforefaid, as the faid Court fhall think meet: And 
that if therein the Offender or Offenders thall refufe to be examined upon 
Oath, or to anfwer fully to every Interrogatory to fach Perfoù or Perions 
to be adminiftered or put by the faid Court of Probate, it hall be lawful 
for the faid Court to commit every fuch Offender to the common Goal, 
‘there to remain until fuch Perfon hall better conform. l 
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Be it endited by the Authority afort{aid, That if ang of the-Creditors or 
Legatees of the Dectaied, are aggrieved by the Appraifemet of dic Eitate 
made by the Adniinittrater, or the Perfons by him appsinted, they aay . 
have Relizf by Application to the Court of Probates thar granted Adimi- 
nifiration ; which Court is héreby impowered and required to appotiit 
Twelve goed and lawful Men of the Neighbourhood, and to fwsar them 
to make a new Appraifement of fuch Eftate, at the true Value and wend 
thereof, id common Eftiniation, according to thé belt óf their SKN, “and 
the Adminiffrator fhall be accountable for fach Effate, according to die 
Appraifenient thereof made by the faid Twelve Men; and if he make 
Payment of Debts or Legacies therewith, or any Part thereof, the Creditors 
or Legatees fhall have iuch Eftate.at the Value ftated by fuch Apprailers. 
_ Provided, Said Application be made to fuch Court within Three Months 
after tne Inventory of fuch Eftate be exhibited in to the Regifiry’ of the 
faid Courc, and not after. 

Be it furiber enadiei by the Authority. aferefaid, That when, and fo often 
as it hall happen, that any Perrin dies inftftate, Adminiftration of fych 
Inteftates fhail be granted to the Widow, or next of Kin to the Inteftate, 
or both, asthe Court of Probate fhall judge fit ; and en granting Admini- 
{tration upon the Eftates of Inteftates, or ethers whoreieever, the Court of 
Probate granting fuch Adminiftration, fhall take fuffictent Bond, with 
Sureties, of fach-Perfon or Perfons to whom Adminiliration is granted as 
aforefaid, for a faithful Difcharge of thar Work: Which Bond fall Be 
conditioned. according to the Ferm hereafter in this AcE directed. 

Awnp the Court of Probates may and fhall proceed. to call fuch Admini- 
{trator or Adminiftrators to Account for, and touching the Ettae of fuch 
decta‘ed Perfon, whether inteftate or other, | 

AND whereas the Lands and real Eftates of Perens dying inteftate, in 
this State, by ancient and immemorial Cuftom, end common Conjent of tke 


- People, have defended to and. among the Children, or fest of Kin of ji:b 


To: mzke 
Divifion. 


Intefiate, as Heirs of juch Inteftate , and the fame, by Order of the Courts of 
Probates, bave generally been divided to and among fach Heirs, in commen - 
with the Chattels, or moveable Eftate ; and the Bftates, real and perfondl, of © 
Perfons dying intefiate, bave, ever fincé the firft Settlemtut ofthis Goaniry, 
heen divided ameng, and fettled upon the Heirs of Juch Inteftates. 

AND tbereas, according to the ancient Prattice, it is nieceffary tbat the 
real as well as the perfonal Eftate be divided by the fame Court, ih order to 
make a ju Divifien of the whole Eflate, which, by tido different Courts, 
procecding in different: Methods, aud by different Rules, cannot be effetted. ` 

AND whereas, in the Courts of Common Pleas, in the ulacl Manner of 
proceeding, no Juch Divifion can be thade ; but in order thereto, it is néeceffary 
that the Proceedings therein be tn a more fummary Way. l 

AND whereas, for the more certain, [peedy, and juft Settlement of fath 
Eftates, according to the faid ancient Law end Cujtcm, it is expedient that 
fome general Rules of Divifos, asd Methads of protecding, foould be abhi ped 
by AG of this Affembly:: Therefore, Oo i 2 
Be it-further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That thé Courts of Pro- 

bates; (Debts, Funeral, and other jut Expences of all Sorts, being’ by {aid 
Court firt allowed) fhall, and are hereby fully impowéred, to order and 
make a jut Divifion and Diftribution of the Surplufiyge; or remaining 
Goods and Eftate of any fuch Inteftate, as well real as perional, in Manner 
to 7 following, 
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following, Char is fo fay,—Orie Third Patt-of the perfonal Effate to the 
Wife of the Titeltate (if aiy be) forever;~ befides her Dower, or Thirds, 
in the Houfes and Lands during Life, where fuch Wife fhall not be other- 
Wife éndowed before Marriage ; and all the Refidue and Remainder of the 
fedl ahd pétfondt Eftare, By equal Portions to and among the Children, 
aad füch as fall legally tépfefene them, (if aby of them be dead) othér 
thah {ith Children who fhall have any Eftare by Settlement of the Inteftate 
ïa His Life-time, équalto the other Shares § Children advanced by Settlé- 
eñt or Portions nor eqiidl to the other Shares, to have fo much of the 
Stipluffige as fall make the Eftares of all to be equal: And the fame 
Tiili bë fo dividéd; as that the Malë Heirs fhall have their Parts.in the real 
Efiaté fo far as thé Effate will allow , and wliere there are no Sons; the 
Daughitéis fhall inferié as Coparceners, 
Anp the Divifion of the Eftaré fhall be made by Three fufficient Freé. 
‘héldérs upon Oath, or any two of them, to be appointed by the faid Court 
of Protte, unlefs alt the Parties interefted in any Eftate, being legally ca- 
pable to ac, fhall mutually agree upon a Divifion among themfelvés, and 
prefent the famé in Writing, under their Hands and Seals ; in which Cale, 
foch Agreement thalf bë acceptéd And allowed for 4 Settlement of fuch 
Eftate, and be accounted valid in Law, being acknowledged by the Parties 
t fabicribing before the faid Court of Probates, and put upon Record. 
|- Provided neverthelefs, Twat whén any Eftate in Houfes aad Lands cannot 
| bë divided atnong the Children, without Prejudice to, ot. fpoiling of the 
| Whole, béing fo repréfented atid made „to appear unto the faid Court of 
| Probates, the faid Court may order the Whole to the Eldeft Son, if he ac- 
Cept' itor to any other of the Sons fucceffively, (upon his Refulal) “he to 
-whomi it fall be ordered, paying to the other Children of the deceafed, 
their equal anid propoitionable Patts or Shares of the trué Value of fuch 
‘Houfes atid Lands, upon a juft Appraifément thereof, to be made by three 
fufficient Freeholders upon Oath, to be appointed did fworn as aforefaid ; 
-or giving good Security tó pay the fame in fome convenient Time, as the 
faid Court of Probate fhall limit, making reafonable Allowance in the 
‘Tntereft; not exceeding Six per Centum per Annum. Soe dete di 
| ANp if any of the Childteri happen to die before he or the come of 
Age, of be married , thé Poftioh of fuch Child déceafed hall be’ equally 
divided‘ among the Survivors, _ Se: Aa, ieee ad. ees 
| Axo in cafe there bé'no Children, nor any legal Reprefentatives. ot them, 
thën one Moiety of the perfonal Effate fhall be allotted to thé Wife of the 
Tateftaté forever, aid'onè Third of the real Eftate for Term of Life : The 
Refidue both of thé real aad perfonal Eftate equally to every of thé next 
OF Kin’ of the’ Intéftaté, in’ equal Dégtée, and thofe who legally reprefent 


rand Sifters Children: E Hop at eke ere + 
Ano if there be nô Wife, all fhal be divided’ and diftributed’ among 
the Children. g 
Anp if there be no, Child, to the next of Kin to the Inteftate,-in equal 
‘Dégteé,-and their legal Reptefentatives as afurefaid, gs, 
r ANd’ évéry oné to whoth-any Share or Part fhall be-allotted, thall give 
Bond with Suretiés before the faid Court of Probates, (if Debts afterwards 
be made té'apbear) to'refind, and pay back to the Adminiftrator, his or 
Hêr Ratts; or Partthereof,-and of the Adminiftrator’s Charges. 
| 
| 
I 
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Settlement of Eftates. 
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Awp the Widow's Thirds, or Dower, in the real E‘tate, at the Expira- 
tion of her Term, to be alfo divided as aforefaid, if the fame then remain 
undivided. : 


Always provided, and itis hereby enaited, That if any Perfon be aggrieved 


~ at any Order, Sentence, or Decree, of any Court ot Probates, made for the 


Settlement and Diftribution of any inteftate Eftate, or at any other Order, 
Sentence, Decree, or Denial, that fhall at any Time be made and given by 
the faid Court of Probates, referring to the Approbation and Allowance of 
any Will, Grant of Adminiftration, or other Matters ; fuch Perfon may 
appeal therefrom to the Superior Court, provided they give Sectirity, and 
enter and profecute fuch Appeals, within the Times limited for’ that 
Purpofe, as is provided and directed in the Law regulating fuch Appeals, 

Be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Court of Pro- 
bate fhaii, upon granting Adamiiniftration upon the Eftate of any decealed 
Perfon, take Bond with fufficient Surety or Sureties, to the Judge of faid 
Court, and his Succeffors in that Office, with this Condition, viz. 

Tue Condition of this Obligation is fuch, That if the above bounden 
A. B. Adminiftrator of all and fingular the Goods, Chatiels, Credits, and 
Eftate of C. D. deceafed, do make, or caufe to be made, a true‘and perfect 
Inventory of all and fingular the Goods, Chattels, Credits, and Eftate of 
the faid Deceafed, which have or fhall come to the Hands, Poffeffion, or 


Knowledge of the faid 4. B. or into the Hands or Peffeffion of any Perfon 
or Perfons for him ; and the fame fo made, do exhibit, or eaufe to be ex- 


hibited, into the Regiftry of the faid Court of Probates, in the Diftri& of 


at or before the Day of next enfuing ; and the fame 
Goods, Chattels, Credits, and Eftate, and all other the Goods, Chattels, | 


Credits, and Eftate of the faid deceafed, at the Time of his Death, which at 
any Time after fhall come into the Hands or Poffeffion of the faid 4, B. or 
‘into the Hands or Poficffion of any other Perfon or Perfons for him ; do 


or before the 


Sales to he 
void, uuleis._ 


well and truly Adminifter according to Law—And further, Do make, or 


caufe to be made, a true and juft Account of his faid Adminiftration, at 
Day of and all the Reft, and Refidue of the 
faid Goods, Chattels, Credits, and Eftate, which fhall be found remaining 
upon the laid Adminiftrator’s Account, the fame being firt examined and 
allowed by the faid Court of Probates, fhall deliver, and pay unto fuch 
Perfon or Perfons refpectively, as the faid Court of Probates, by their De- 
cree, or Sentence, purfuant to the true Intent and Meaning of the Law, thall 
limit aud appoint: And if it fhall hereafter appear that any lat Will and 
"Teftament was made by the faid deceafed, and the Executor, or Executors, 
therein named, do exhibit the fame into the faid Court, making Requeft 
to have it allowed and approved accordingly :—If the faid 4. B. being 
thereunto required, do render and deliver the iaid Letters of Adminiftration 
(Approbation of {fuch Tettament being fict had and made) in the faid 
Court, then this Obligation to be void, and of none Effect; or elle to 
remain in full Force and Virtue. 


< 


And be it further ežačled by the Authority aforefaid, That all Sales and 
Alienations of Houfes and Lancs (belonging to the Eftate left by any de- 
ceafed Perfon) made by the Adminiftrator or Adminiftrators of fuch Eftate, 
{hall be void, and of none Efel unlefs fuch Sales and Alienations fhall 
be made by the Allowance and Order of the General Affembly of this 
State, or by the Judge finding the Eftate infolvent. Ane 
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"Anp all fach Houfes and Buildings “as appertain to. the Eftate of any 
` Perfon deceafed, fhall be kept and maintained in tenantable Repair, by the, 
. Revenue of the Lands-belonging tu tuch Eftate; and hall, in fuch Repair, 


` be delivered to the Heirs, or Legatees, at the Time of the Divifion or - 


Diftribution thereof—extraordinary Cafualties excepted. . 


+ 


_ Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That whenfoever thé 


Eftate of any Perfon deceafed hall be infufficient to pay the jut Debts _ 


charged upon the fame, fuch Eftate thall be difpofed of by the Adminif- 
' „trator, in the beit Way and Manner, as the Judge fhall order; and the 
- Produce thereot divided and diftributed to the Creditors, in Proportion to 

the Sums refpectively owing to them, fo far as the Eftate will extend : 
faving the Debts due to this State, and for the laft Sicknefs, and neceflary 
Funeral Charges of the Deceafed, arè to be firft paid. = 


infolvent Eftave, before Payment be made to any Perfon, (except as*beforé 
excepted) mal reprefent theCondition andCirciimftances thereof to the Judge 
of Probate, who fhall nominaté and appoint Two or more fit and indifferent 
Perfons Commiffioners, ‘who thall be fworn to a trie and faithful Perfor- 
mance of their Truft; who fhall then proceed to appoint Times and 
‘Places to fit and examine the Claims on fuch Eftate; and publith the fame, 
by fetting up or pofting Norifications thereof in fome public Place in the 
‘Town where fuch deceafed Perfor laft refided, and alfo in the two.next 
County Towns: And thë faid Judge Mall allow two; fix, twelve, or 
eighteen Months (as the Circumftances of the Eftate may require) for the 
Creditors to bring in their Clais; dod pfove their Debts :: At the End 


meet Recompence fot theit Trouble, out of fuch Eftate: l 

C AnD the Debts due to this State; and for the laft Sicknefs, necefary 
Funeral Chargés, and Caft of Settlement, being fubdudted, the Judge thall 
alfo order the Remainder to be divided to the other Creditors that fhall 
“have made out and.evidenced their Cfaims, as aforefaid, in due Proportion as 
aforefaid ; faving to the Wow (if any be) fuch Houthold Goods as in 
this AG hereafter are allowed her; and her Dower during Life , which fhall 
_ allo be fold by the Adminiftrator immediately, with the Incumbrarice of 

‘the Widow having the Ute thereof during het Life. 
| Provided always; That ‘thereof made Bh 


Report of any fuch Com- 
‘miffioners, or Allowances thereof made byythe Court of Probate, it hall 
and may be lawful to and for the Executots or Adminiftrators aforefaid, 
to conteft the Proof of any Debt at the Common Law: And ito Procefs 
-in Law (except for Debts due to this State; and for Sicknefs, and Funeral 
Charges) fhall be admitted or allowed againit the Executors or Adminif- 
trators of any infolvent Eftate; fo long as the fame fliall be depending, as 
aforefaid. eet i : ae k 

Amp whatfoevér Creditor fhall not make out his or her Claim with fuch 
‘Commiffioners, before the full Expiration of the Time fet and limited for 
that Purpofe, as aforefaid ; fuch Creditor fhall forever after be debarred 
of his or her Debt, unlefs he or fhe can thew or fiad fome other or further 
‘Efftate of the Deceafed, not before difcovered and put into the Inventory. 

And be it further enaéed by the Authority aforefaid, That when it fhall 
happen the perfonal Eftate or a deceafed Inteftate, leaving aWidow, is not 
8 Ta Ty _ fufficieng 


Anp the Executor; or Adminiftrator} appointed to adimiiiifter ön fuch 


of which limited Time, fuich*Commiffioners fhall make their Report; and . 
prefent a Lift of the Claims unto the faid Judge; who thall order them a ` 
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58 Sudden Deaths. Deer. 

When the fufficient for the Payment of the Debts of the faid Deceafed, befides fuch : 
eftaie is not Houfhold Goods as are neceffary for the Support of Life, and are exempt- 
Soca ed trom Execution in the Law, intitled, 4 AA for direfting and regulating 
order. on Y the levying and ferving Executions; in fuch Cafes, the Court of Probate that 

a" grants Admunittration of the Efate of the Decéafed, fhall order unto the . 
_ Widow of the faid Deceafed, fuch necefflary Houfhold Goods as are ex- 
preffed in faid A&, for Ufe during Life. 
An A& concerning fudden and untimely Deaths. 
BE it ena&ed, and it is hereby enaSied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affemoly met, and by the Authority of 
_ the fame, That when, and fo often as any Perion fhall come to any fuduen, 
unumely, or unnatural Death, or be found dead in this State, the Manner 
Sudden _of whofe Death is not known; the next Affiftant, or Juttice of the Peace, 
deaths to be or in their Abfence the Conftable of the Town, fhail forthwith fummon a 
exguir'dinto Jury of Twelve able and difcreet Men, who fhali be fworn by fuch Officer 
bya jury. to enquire of the Cauie, and of the Manner of fuch Perfon’s Death ; and 
fhall prefent, tipon Oath, a true Verdict thereof, under their Hends, unto 
fome near Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, who fhall return the fame to 
the next Superior Court in the fame County. | 
Juror ne- 


Anp ifany Man, fummoned to ferve as a Juror, ta enquire as aforefaid, 
fhall refufe or neglect to appear and attend that Service, according to fuch 
Summons, he fhall forfeit the Sum of Ten Shillings for every fuch Negle, 
to the Uleof the Treafury of the Town whereto he belongs; to be levied 


_ by Warrant from any Affiftant, or Jufticeof the Peace, before whem fuch 
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Juror fhall be convicted of fuch Retuial or Negiect, 


An A& for the Prefervation of Deer, 


pE it enatted, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefintatives of the Precmen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affenbly. met, and by the Autberity of 
ibe fame, That no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, within this State, at any 
Time between the Tenth of Yanuary and the Tenth of Fure next following, 
in each Year, annually, forever hereafter, fhall any Ways whatfoever, kill 
or deftroy, directly or indirectly, any Buck, Doe, or Fawn, on Pain that 
every fuch Perfon fo offending, and being thereof convicted, fhall forfeit 
and pay for every fuch Offence, the Sum of Fifteen Pounds; the one 
Moiety thereof to the Perfon or Perfons that fhall- profecute the fame to 
Effect, and the other Moiety to the Treafury of the Town in which the 
Conviction is made. : 
AnD if any Perfon or Perfons, fo convicted, fhall be unable to fatisfy 
fuch Judgment, fuch Offender hall be, by the Affiftant or Juftice of the 
Peace before whom the Offender is convicted, put to, and affigned in 
Service, to the Complainer, or fome other meet Perfon, a fufficient Term 
of Time for the aniwering fuch Judgment. 
Axy one Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, fhall hear and determine any 
Offences committed againit this Act. Pe 
- n 


a ~ 


ACP’ AND LAWS 


g J 
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AND the more effettually to deted fuch Offences, =” 
| Ut is further enaéted by the‘ Authority aforesaid, That if any Venifon, Skin 
or Skins, “of any Buck, Doe, or Fawn, newly killed, fhall at any Time 
wherein the.killing thereof'is by this. AGt prohibited, be found with, or in 
Poffeffien of any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever; fuch Perfon or Perfons 
fhall be held and accounted guilty of killing Deer, contrary: to the Intent 
of this Act, as fully as if it was proved againft fuch Perfons by fufficient 
Witnels, Viva Voce ; unlefs fuch Perfon or Perfons do bring forth, or make 
roof who was the Perion or Perfons that killed or fold the fame; or unlefs 
{fuch Perfon can fatisfy the Judge, before whom the. Cafe is tried, that he 
or they were not the Killers, but that the’ Venifon, Skin or Skins weré 
thruft into his or their Cuftody_.or Poffeffion, .by fome other Perfon, to 
infnare him or them ::In either of which Cafes, they fhall notvincur tne 
Penalty aforefaid. | ý f 7 
| Tuar it fhall and may be lawful for any Perfon, on juft Caufe of Suf- 
picion, of the Breach of this Act, by killing any Buck, Doe, or Fawn, as 
aforefaid, to take out a Search, from the next Affiflant, or Juftice of the 
Peace, as in ordinary Cales of loft or ftolen Goods, or the like, to fearch 
for Venifon or Skins, that fuch Offenders may be detected. 
| And the Grand-jury-men, and Conftables, in the refpective Towns, are 
hereby ftrictly required to make diligent Enquiry after, and Prefentment or 
Information make, of all Breaches of this A& ;“who, upon their Profecu- 
tion thereof, fhall have the fame Reward as.other Informers by this Act are 
intitled £0. i Pe: - g ` 
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An A& for regulating and auditing the public 
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| 
| EF OR pr eventing of Incomveniences in the public Accounts, and thet ia 
|, ! Arrears in the State Accounts be fianding out after the Year be expired, 


BRE it tnadied, and it is beréby tnatted by the Reprefentatives of ihe Freemen 
1 of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the Jame, That male Perfons fhall by this Aflembly be appointed annually 
in Ofober, to make up and audit-the State’s Accounts with the Treafurer 
of the State ; which Accounts fhall be audited and pefe&ed before the next 
fitting of the General Affembly, And all fuch Perfons as fhall be ap- 
pointed to audit faid Accounts, fhall, before their entering upon that 
Service, take the Oath provided by Law for fuch Auditors, 
_ AnD the Treafurer is hereby obliged te make himfeli Debtor for the 
feveral Sums due from every of the Towns in this State, and alfo for all 
- Fines belonging to the State Treafury ;:and fo for the whole Rate or Sum 
„total arifing by bringing the feveral particular’ Sums into one entire Sum ; 
and to bring in Credit (according-to Law) until he fhall confummate an 
perfect the State Accounts as.afotefaid, And this the faid Treafurer thall 
do annually, on the Penalty of Twenty Pounds to be forfeited to the pub- 
lic Treafury for every-Month after fuch Seffion annually, that he ball 
_ Meglect to make up. and perfect faid Accounts, and pay according to the 
Order of this Aflembly, fuch Sum or Sums as remain due. 
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69 Punifhing Rioters. 
Awnp the Treafurer of eacti refpetive County in this State, fhall annual- 
ly, make hintkelf Debtor for all Fines and other Monies belonging ‘to the 
County trea- 


ferers to fet- 
tle annually. 


Secretary to 


give ia fate 
of fines, &c- 


Perfons at 
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paid. 
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4 


County whereof he is a and allo make a fair Account of his Pay- 
ments, how he hath difpofed of them. And the Accounts of each County’ 
Treaturer fhall be annually audited and perfected by the Judge and Juf 
tices of the County Courts relps ectively, and their refpective ‘Freaturers. 

` And-be it further enaded by the Authority aforefaid, That the Secretary of 
the State fhail annually give an Account to the Treafurer of the State, of 
ail the Fines due to the public Treafury; that the fame may be gathered Í 
and improved for the Ufe of the State ; and a Copy thereof fhall by the 


Secretary alfo be yearly tranfmitted to the Auditors when they fhall audit 
the ,Treafurer’s Accounts. 


+ 


An A&t for preventing and punifhing Riots and 


Rioters. 
+ 4 


BE it erased, and it is kerel By ended by ‘he Repr efentatives of the ie jh 
af ihe State of Vermont, iz General Affembly met, and by ike Authority of 

the faime, Chat when three Perfons, or more, fhall come or affe nble them- 
feives together to the Intent to do any unlawful A& with Forte and Vio- 
lence, againtt the Perfon of another, as to kill, beat, or othetwife to hurt ; 
or againtt his Poffeifion, or Goods, as to brea k open, or to pull down any 
Houte, Building, or Fence, wrongfully ; or to cut or take away Corn, 
Grafs, Wood, of other Goods, wrongfully ; or to do any other unlawful 
ASt with Futce or Violence againfk the Peace; or to the mariifeft Terror 
of the People; and being required or command by any of the civil Autho- 

rity, by Proclamation to be made in the Form herein after directed, fhall 
not difperfe themfelves, and peaceably depart to their Habirations or laws 
ful Bufinefs ; or being fo affémbled as aforefaid, fhall do any unlawful A& 
againft the Perion, Pofi-flic ns or Goods of any Man, or againft the public 
ntereft in an y Particular, in Manner as cforelaid, and be thereof convicted 


before the County or Superior Court, in the County where this Law hall 


be trantgreffed and broken, fhall be ‘punithed by Fine, not exceeding for 
each Perfon, the Sun of Two Fluadred Pounds ; Imprifonment, not ëx- 
ceeding Six Months; or by Whipping, not exceeding Forty Stripes: 


- And the Number conviéted fhall pay all ‘Damage to the aggrieved Party, . 


as fhall arife by fuch Diforder, together witn Cott. And whenfoever it 
ihall {o happen, that there be a Number who tranigrets this Law, and one 
or more af them is unable to pay the Damage and Coft, the Damage and 
Cott fhall be paid by the Perfens who are Offenders with them, and are of 
Ability to pay the fame. 

-Any, or all of the aforefaid Punithments, at the Difcretion of the Court 
that hath Cognizance of fuch Offence, as the Nature and Circumftances of 
the Fac fhail require. ” 

Tuar the Order and Form a the Proclamation before-mentioned, fhall 
be as followeth,—Twat 1s To sAy,—The Perion authorifed by this Ad, 
fhal, anong, or as near as he or they can {ately come to faid Riots, witha 
lous Voice ‘command, or caufe to be commanded Silence to be whilft Pro- ` 
clamation is making ; and after that fhall openly, and with a loud Voice, 
make Proclamation in thefe Words, or like in Effect, viz. MIN 
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IN the Name of the Freemen of this State, I command all Perfons, being 
affembled, immediately ro difperfe themfelves, and depart to their Habitations, or 
to their lawful Bufinefs, upon the Pains contained in the Law of this State, 
_ antitled, An A& tor preventing and punifhing Riots and Rioters, 

 Awp every Alfiitant, Juftice of the Peace, Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, Select- 
man, or Conftable, within their refpective Juriidictions, are heréby autho- 
tiled, impowered, and required, on Notice or Knowledge ot fuch unlawful 
and riotous Affembly, to refore to the Place where fuch. Afiembly fhall 
be, and thére make Proclamation as aforefaid. 7 

- Be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That if fuch Perfons, fo 


- unlawfully affembled, or any Three.ur morg-of them, after Proclamation 


Form of the 
proclamati- — 
on, 


Authority to 
make procla- ` 
mation. 


made as aforefaid, fhall continue.together, and not difperfe themi-lves ; — 


that then it fhall and may be lawful to and‘ for every Aififtant, Jultice of 
the Peace, Sherif, Uader-Sheriff, Sele€t-man, or Conftable, where fuch 
riotous Affembly {hall be, and to and for duch other Perfon or Peyions as 
fhall be commanded to be affifting to-fuch Affiftant, Juftice of the Peace, 
Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, Seleét-man, or Conftable, who are hereby authorifed 
and impowered to command all thé Inhabitants of this State, to be affifting 
them thercin, to feize and apprehend, and they are hereby required to, 
ftize and apprehend fuch Perions, fo unlawfully and riotoufly continuing 
together, after Proclamation made as aforefaid ; and forthwith to carry 
the Perions, fo apprehended, before fome Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, 
in order to their being proceeded againft according to Law. 

_ Ano if any of the Perfons fo unlawfully and riotoufly affembled, thall 
happen to be killed, maimed, or hurf, in-difperfing, or apprehending, or 
in endeavoring to difperfe or apprebend them, by reafon of their refifting 
the Perfons fo difperfing, or endeavoring to difperfe or apprehend them ; 
that then every fuch AMitant, Juftice ot the Peace, Sheriff, Under-She- 
riff, Select-man, or Conftable, and all.and fingular the Perfons being aid- 
ing and aififting to them, or any of them, fhall be freed, difcharged, and 
indemnified, from any Bill, Complaint, Indiétment, or Ation, that may be 
commenced againit him or them, on that Account. . 
 ~Be if further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon or 


3-or more 
no: difperf- 
ed to be 4p- 
prehended. 


-© Riotetskil?d 


ov hurt, Au- 
thority ro be 
indemuilied. 


Perlons do, or fhall forcibly, wilfully, and knowingly, oppofe, obftrué, ` 


or in any Manner wilfully and knowingly, oppofe, let, hinder, or 
hurt, any Perfon or Perfons that fhall begin or attempt to proclaim ac- 
cording to the Proclamation hereby direéted to be made, whereby fuch 


Proclamation fhall not be made, and be thereof convicted by due Courfe- 


of Law, thall forteit or fuffer in Manner and Form as aforefaid. 
Ann that all and every fuch Perfon or Perfons fo being unlawfully and 
riotoufly afiembled, to the Number of Three as aforefaid, or more, to whom 
roclamation fhould or ought to have been made, if the fame had not been 
' hindered as atorefaid, fhall likewife, in cafe they, or any of them, to the 
Number of Three, or more, fhall-continue together, and not immediately 
difperfe themfelves after fuch, Let or Hindrance fo made, having Know- 
‘ledge of fuch Let or Hindrance fo made, and be thereof conviéted by due 
Courfe of-Law, fhall forfeit, fuffer, or be punifhed, in Manner and Form 
as aforefaid. a 
. Provided always, That no Perfon or Perfons be punifhed by Virtue.of 


this Act, unlefs Profecution be commenced within Six Months after the 
Offence is committed.- $ 
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An Act for appointing of Sheriffs ; and for impowering_ 
and regulating them in the Execution of. their 
Office. 


E it enatted, and it is bereby enalted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of. 

the fame That there fhall be a Sheriff appointed, according to the Conftitu- 
tion, and duly qualified to exectte the Sheriff's Office in each of the Coun- 
ties In this State, who fhalt become bound before the Governor and Coun 
cil, with two fufficient Sureti¢s, Freeholders in this State, by a Ricvgni- 
zgance in the Sum of Two Thoufand Poui.ds, for the faithful Aurminitira-. 
tion and Diicharge of faid Office, and for the anfwering all fuch Damages 
as any Perion or Perfons fhall iuftain by any Untaithtulnefs or Neglect in 
the fame ; and before he executes faid Office, fhall, before the Governor; 


‘or in his Abfence the Deputy-Governor, take the Oaths required by Law. 


to be taken by fuch as execute the faid Office ; and fhall receive a Warrant 
or Commiffion from the Governor, or in his Abfence the Deputy-Gever. 
hor, expreffing him to be elected and qualified as atorefaid, authorizing him 
to execute faid Office. And every Perifon being fo commiffioned, fhall be 
accounted lawful Sheriff of the County tor which he is appointed, and fhall 
have full Power and Authority to ferve and execute all lawful Writs withe 
in their refpective Counties to them direéted, coming from Iawtul Autho~ 
tity ; And fhall have and execute the Power of Water-Baliffs, which is 
hereby annexed to the Sheriffs Office, . 

Anp alfo fhall have full Power, within their refpective Counties to con- 


ferve the Peace, and to fupprefs, with Force and ftrong Hand, when the 


Neceffity of the Cate fhalt fo require, all Tumults, Riots, Routs, and 
other unlawful Affemblies ; and to apprehend, without Warrant, all fuch 
as they fhall find fo as aforefaid, appearing in the Difturbance ‘of the 
Peace, and caule them to appear before the next Affiftant or Juftice of the 
Peace, who may, as the Caute after Exaunnation thereinto fhall require, bind 
over fuch Offenders to the next County Court in that County wherein the 
Offence is committed ; which Court, upon conviétion, fhall punifh them, 
and every of them, agreeable to an Act of Affembly for preventing and pus 
nifhing Riots and Rioters. : 

Tuar the Sheriffs aforefaid, fhall have full Power to command fuitable 
Perfons within their refpeCtive Counties, fuch Number of them as they 
fhali judge Needful to affift them in the Execution of their Office in every 
Branch thereof. And whofoever being of Age and Ability, and being fo 
commanded, fhall negleét or refufe to yield his Aififtance to any Sheriff in 
the execution of his Office, and be thereof convicted before the County 
Court of that County, fhall pay a Fine of Twelve Pounds, and Charges 
of Protecution. 

Anp each and every Conftable in this State fhall, within their refpective 
Towns, have Power equal to what is hereby given to Sheriffs, in their 
refpective Counties. 


* 


AnD in Cafe great Oppofition fhall be made againft any Sheriff, in 
executing lawful Writs, or in jerving lawtul Writs and Proceffes ; or in 
Cate there be a fufpicion that fuch great Oppofition will be made; fuch . 
Sheriff is hereby auchorifed, by and with the Advice of two Affiftants, . or 


ope 


te 


me 


Appointing and regulating Sheriffs. 


one Affitant and one Juftice of the Peace, and of fach other Affiftants 
and Jultices as may be prefent, to raife the Militia of ‘the County, or fo 
many of them as they. may judge needful, for the removing all Oppofition 
out of the Way; and fhall proceed therein, and be indemnified, as is 
provided by the Law, intitled,. Za AE for preventing and punifbing Riots 
and Rioters. 3 AE j 


'_ Anptall military Officers and Soldiers, are hereby commanded to yield 


Obedience to the Sheriff's Commands, in fuch Cafes, on the Pains and 
Penalties hereafter mentioned. , — 

- Tuar if any commiffioned Officer; or Soldier, belonging to the Militia 
of this State, fhall negle& or retufe to obey the Command of the Sher:ff 
‘under the Regulations aforefaid;.and be thereof convicted before the Coun- 
ty Court, fuch Officer fhall pay a Fine of Thirty Pounds 3 and every fuch 
‘Soldier fhall pay a Fine of Twelve Pounds : And the Charges which fhall 
rife, and the Damages which fhall be fuftained upon fuch an Occafion, 
{hall be paid and fatisfied out of the Eftate3 of him or them who are the 
Occafion of it; and in cafe no Eftate; or not fafficient to aniwer the faid Char- 
ges and Damages can be found; it fhall be paid out of the County Treatury 
‘where fuch Cafe fhall happen } and for-want of Money in the Treafury of 
faid County, it fhall be paid out of the Treafury of this State. 

| ` Awp the Sheriff is hereby authorifed to feize and difpofe of a Sufficiency 
öf the Offender’s Eitate, if to be fourid, to anfwer the Charges and Dama- 
- gesaforefaid: © 9, ot . 

_ Anp the Wages of fuch Officers, Soldiers; aiid other Perfons, command- 


‘Captain, Twenty-four Shillings for a Subaltern, and Twenty Shillings 
for each Centinel, or other Perfon, employed in fach Service. 

AnD the Sheriffs {hall have full Power to fearch the Houfes in their 
refpective Counties for any Perfons they hatl have Warrants from proper 
Authority to apprehend, in Matters of Delinquency; or of a criminal Na- 
ture: And any Perfon who thall rerule the Sheriff Entrance into his 
Houle; er threaten him if he does enter, or abtife him, or his Affiftants, 
‘when he or they do enter the Houfe of any Perfon, although it is by Force, 
on fuch an Occafion, and be thereof convicted before the County Court, 
Thall forfeit and pay a Fine of One Hundred Pounds, and all Damages 
,that fhall arife from fuch Diforder, de 
Awp the Conftables fhall have the like Power and Authority in their 
tefpective Towns ; and Perfons oppofing them fali be fubje& to the fame 
Penalties. l l 
AnD the Sheriffs fhall not return that they cannot do Execution. 

AND the more effeiually to oblige Sheriffs and Conftables to perform the 
| Services of their Offices, 2 
Be it further enačled by tbe Authority aforefaid, That Sheriffs and Confta- 
bles fhall receive all Manner of Writs, in any Places, or at any Times 
| within their Counties or Towns, when and wherefoever they fhail be ten- 
‘dered to them, and fhall execute the fame, and make Return thereof. ac- 
‘cording to the Direétions therein given. l 


`- AnD- any Perfon may demand of the Sheriff or Conftable to whom ke © 


delivers any Writ, to. give a Receipt therefor under his Hand, wherein the 
- Names of the Parties, the Sum or Thing in Demand, the Date of the 
. Writ, and of its Delivery fhal] be contained ; and on his Refufal, others 
prefent may fet their Hands as Witneffés to fuch Delivery. o ANB 


‘ed to the Affiftance of the Sheriff, fhalt be Thirty Shillings per Day for a` 
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Anp if fuch Sheriff or Conftable fhall not execute the Writ, or fhall | 


nealcét to make Return thereof, or make a falfe ur undue Returns on 
Co nplaint thereof made to the Court or Juitice to which it was returnable, 
the Court or Juftice may enquire thereof by the Evidence produced; and 
itat be found tn Default, the Court or Juftice may fet a fuitable Fine up- 
on him, and award Damages to the Party wronged ; having Refpect.unto 


the Quantity and Quality of the Action, and the Damages that might 
have happened to the Agerieved by the Delay. 


Wares Procefs, againft fuch Sheriff or Conftable, fhall be ferved at 
leaft Fourteen Days before the fitting of the Court wherein it is to be 
trkd. fag 


Akp that whenfoever any Sheriff or Conftable fhall be fued for hok 
exucuting any Writ of Execution, delivered to him to be executed, there 
fhall be no Appeal or Review allowed in any {uch Cafe. 


Provided, Receipt be demanded or received of fuch Officer for fuch 
Writ of Execution, at the Time of the Delivery thereof, as is herein 
before provitied. 


Be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That whenever any She- 
riff, or Conftable, by Virtue of any Writ of Execution, fhall feize any, 
Goods or Chattels, to anfwer and fatisfy fuch Execution, and any Perfon. 
fhall appear to receive fuch Goods and Chattels in his Care, and thall give 
to fech Officer a Writing, well executed by fuch Perfon, therein exprefiing 
the Receipt of fuch Goods and Chattels, and thereby promifing to re- 
deliver the fame to fuch O.ficer, and fhall fail of performing accordingly, 
and any Aétion fhall be brought by fuch Sheriff or Conftable, againft luch 
Perfon on fuch Receipt, there fhall be no Appeal or Review allowed or 
granted in fuch Cafe. i 


AnD that no Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, Sheriffs Deputy, or Conftable, 
fhall be allowed to draw, or fill up any Writ, Complaint, Procefs, or 
eclaration, in any Cafe whatfoever ; nor appear in any Court as an 


_ Attorney for or in Behalf of any Perfon whatfoever. ~— 


Ann if it hall appear, in any Cafe, that the Writ, Procefs, Declaration, 


ot Complaint, was drawn or filled up by any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or 
Conttable, (their own Cafes excepted) the fame fhall be difmiffed, and the | 


Plainuff fhall be non-fuited, any Law, Utage, or Cuftom to the contrary 
notwithitanding, a 

And all Proceffes, ferved by any Sheriff or Conftable, fhall be by them 
returned to the Courts or Juftices before which the Cafes are to be tried, 
before the Time fet in the Proceffes for Trial. 


Be it further enaited by the Authority aforefaid, That the Sheriffs in each 
County in this State, be, and they are hereby impowered to depute, each 
of them, two meet Perfons, to act or officiate as Under-Sheriffs ; for 


whofe Conduct in faid Office the Sheriffs are to be accountable. Hos, 
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An A& regulating Juries and Jiirors. 


E it enaited, and it is hereby chatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemer 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 

the fame, That whenfoever any Perion Ihali be inaicted tor Freatgn; Felony, 
or other high-handed Mifdemeanors, which the Superior Cour fhall 
judge neceflary, the Sheriff attending fuch Court, being ordered thereto, 
fhall Summon twenty*four Freeholders of the Vicinity for a Grand-Jury, 
Eighteen at leat of whom fhall be impannelicd and {wora to make due 


Inquiry and Prefentment in the Presites, in Behalf of the Freemen of this 


State ; and if they do find the Bill or Indictment to be founded on good 
and fufficient Evidence; they fhall write on che Bill or Inditment, a trug 
Bill; and if they do not find the Bull or Indi€tment.to be iupported by 
Evidence, they fhall write, Bil nos found } in which Cale the Perion fo in- 
diéted fhall be acquitted, otherwite-thé Court fhall pracced to Trial; and 
in like Manner fhall the Grand-Jury proceed with regard to Inuiét nents 
before the County Courts : And the Grand-Jury tuunmoried by the Sac- 
riff co attend the Superior Court, thall be paid atier the tame Rate as thuie 
fummoned to attend the County Court; and for Defaule or Non-Attend- 
ance, fhall be liable to the like Penalty, 2) 0 a 
Provided always; “That where thë Sheriff is a Profecuter, or ftands in the 
Relation of Father; Son, or Brother, by Nature or Ma riage, to the Pro- 
fecuter, or Delinquent; br a Patty ; Land-Lord, or J enang, to the Profe- 
cuter, or Delinqucnt, or Party ; the Court fhall order fome indifferent 
Perfon to fummentie Grand- Jury?  - we we a 
_ Be it further enatied by the Authority aferefaid, That fome convenient 
"Lime before the fitting ot che Superior or County Court, the Clerk of 
fuch Court fhall iffae out Warrants, directed to the Conftabls of the 
feveral Towns within the County where fuch Courts are to fit, or fo many 
of them as thall appear to him to be neceffary, to fummon fo many -able 


fae 


Freeholders as the Watranc fhall direct, to attend and ferve as Jurors at. 


faid Court. L a a a a 
Anp the Juroré to attend the Superior or County Court, fhall be fam- 

moned to åtténd at Eight of the Clock on the Second Day of the fitting 

of fuch Courts. ar ee eee O ee ee 

. Awp the Conftable fhail make timely Return of the Warrant to the 


Clerk who granted the fame; with an Ingoriement thereon, certifying 


whom he has fummoned for the Purpofe atorelaid ¢ on Pain that every 
Conitable neglecting his Dury thérein; fhall forfeit and pay, to the County 


Treafury a Fine, not exceeding Five Pounds, at the Difcretion of the . 


Judges of the Courty wolefs fuch Conftable fhall feafonably make his 
Excufe, to the Acceptance of {uch Court: | 2 | gw 
Tunar if any Juror, fiimmoned as aforefaid, thall make his Default of 
Appearance, according to the Directions of fuch Warrant, he fhall forfeit 
and pay unto the Treafuret of the County wherein he.dwells,, the Sum of 
Thirty Shillings ; gnlefe the Court; before whom the Action thali be tried; 
on hearing the Exciifes made on his Behalf; fhall judge them fufficient. 
Be it further enaéied by the Authority aforefaid, Tnat when it fhall fo 
happen, that a fufficient Number of Jurors, iùn:moned as aforefaid, do 
Hot appear ; or if by Reafon of Challengrts or-other juit Caufe, there fhall 
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not be a fafficient Number of- Jurors to-make up the Pannel or Pannels, 
the Cotirt th-ll order the Sheriff to fiil up the Jury or Juries, by fummon- 
ing a tuffictent Number of fubdftantial Freeholders of the Vicinity. 

Provided elways, That where the Shenff iands in the Degrees of Rela. 
tiop or Connection before recited inthe Regulations of the Grand Jury, 
fome Conftable, or ind:ffzrent Perfon, fhali be ordered to fammon the Jurors. 

timp isch Jury mhall be callea.che Petie-Jury, and fhail, in Matters of 
Difpace, decermine the Marter in Line, with the Damages ;-and in Matters 
Gi a crirainal Nature, hall findthe Delmquent gu:liy or not guilty , and 
the Judges hall determine the Pynifh nen. according to Law, | i 

Be it farther enced by the Authority aforefaid, Tinat whenjoever it fhall 
be pzecifary for a-Jury to ateng a Jut ce’s Court, in M.tters of Difpute, 
the Parties may mu.ually agree on tae Jury, and flrul-be adviteatherero 
by the Migiftrate ; and upon the Reru-el or Neglect of either Party, as alfo 
in criminal Cates, or Macers of Delinquency, tne follo ving Method fall 
be taken to preewre and inpannel a Jucy,—T het fs to fay, 


ocd 


` a eyy? >» e} i A : 
Ters Conitable fhall Write the Names ot Eigtiven reipeétable Freemen - 


or Frecholders of the Vicinity, on Eighteen dittin@ Pieces of Paper of ah 
equal Size, and roil each Piece up to that the Name is not to be feen, 
and deliver them to the Ja‘tice, whe fhail pur them into a'Bòx, and fhak- 
ing it fo that they fhall m x together, ihall draw out one, which Perfon fo 
drawn fhali be one of the Jury, unlefs excepted againit, or challenged by ei- 
ther of the'Partres; and fo proceed drawing until he has drawn S.x that are 
not excepted againf or challenged ; or in cale the firft Twelve are challenged 
or excepted againft, and the Parties do not agree to make Choice as atore- 
faid, the laft Six hall be the Jury ; and the Jury fhall be furmmoned by the 
Conftable, being thereto requ.red by the Juitice: Which Jury fhall-fiad 
the Matter in Iffae, and Damages in Matters of Difpute ; and in Matters 
ofa criminal Nature, or of Delinquency, hah find the Criminal or Diin- 
quent guilty, or not guilty ; and the Affiftast or Juftice, or Affiftants snd 
Juftices, thall determine the Punifh-nent according to Law. 

Provided always, That whenever the Conftable fhall ftand in‘Relation or 
Connection before recited in the Regulations gf the Grand-Jury, fome in- 
different Perfon fhall be ordered to write the Names ot the Eighteen 
Freeholders aforefud, and do ail the Duty of the Conftable prefcribed‘in 
the foregoing Para. raph. ' a; 

AND if aay Juror draws and fummoned a3 aforefaid to attend on a 
Juftices Court, fhail make Default of Appsarance, he thall be liable to the 
{ame Forfeiture as Jurors fur the Superior or County Court are in fuch 
Cafe, unlets he fhall make fuGicient Excufe as in that Cafe. 

Ano when it hall fo happen that avy one or more of the Six Jury-men 
fo fummoned cannot be had, and the Partiés will not agree on a Perfon or 
Perfons to fill fuch Vacancy, the Conftable, or Perfon doing the Conftable’s 
Duty, fhall proceed to write the Nanes of Three Times the Number fo 
wanting, on difting& Pieces of Peper, and deliver, and draw as before- 
mentiened, and in that Wav fi fuch Vacancy. 

Be it further enabted by the Authority aforefe aid, That the Judge or Judges 
of dny Court, hall have Power, if they judge the Jury have not attended 

_to the Evidence given in, and the true Iffue of the Cate in their Verdict, ta 
caufe them to return to a fecond Confideration of the Cafe, and fhall, for 
like Reafon, have Power to return them to a third ‘Confideration, and no 
more, `  & Anp 
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Awp. when the Court have’committed afty Cafe to the Confideration of 

| the Jury, the Jury -fhall be confined under the Care of an Officer appointed 

by the Court, until they are agreed on their Verdict : And the Court may 

feta tuitable Fine, not:exceeding Ten Pounds, upon fuch Officer or Jury- 

man as fhail be diforderly; or neglect or retufe a due Attendance ot their 
Duties relpectively, during their attending fuch Court. — — 

. Beit further enafied by the Authority aforefaid, That whenfoever any 
Perion fhail be tried tor Life or Limb, he may challenge Thirty-five of 
-the Petit-Jury ; and in all other Cafes, twice the Number that are to be 
impanneiled, may-be challenged. ss, ts 

‘Tuar all Juries fhall have Power and Authority to chufe their Foreman : 
Which Foreman fhal declare their Judgiwent or Verdict, 


% 


An Aĉ for the ordering and preferving Sheep, &e. 
BE it enatted, and it is hereby enafied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
— of ibe State of Vermont, ix General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That the Inhabitants of the respective Towns within this State, 
at their refpective Town-Meetings, fhall havé Power and Authority to 
muke-neceffary Acts for the reftraining ams trom\going at large, and 
for theWecuring their Sheep from being deltroyed by Dogs; and‘for ftòp- 
ping H.unds from worrying Deer within their Towns. ` . 
Anp no Damage fhall be recovered againft any Perfon, for killing any 
Dog or Dogs, according to the Orders of fuch Town.. 
| AND the more effetiually ta prevent Mifchiefs being done by Dogs to 
‘Sheep in this State, ar l nt 
- ‘Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That when any Perfon or 
Pertons, living in'any Town in this Strate, fhall complain to any one of the 
Select-men of fuch Town, of Damages done among Sheep, by their being 
wounded, worried, or killed by Dogs, in the Woods, or cliewhere in fuch 
Town, and thall inform fuch Select-man what and whofe Dog they fufpeét 
did faid Mifchief ; fuch Select-man hall confider fuch Complaint, and any 
other Matters that may be offered, to convince him of the Reafonablenefs 
or Unreafonablenefs of fach Sufpicion ; and if he be fatisfied there is great 
Sufpicion that the Dog or Dogs complained of have done faid Mifchie& 
fach Select-man fhall give Sentence, that tuch Dog or Dogs fhail be killed : 
After which it fhal} be lawful for any Perfon to kill fuch Dog or Dogs. 
Anv if, after fuch Sentence be given, (fuch Dog or Dogs not being 
killed) fuch Mifchief fhall again be done by Dogs, the Owner of fuch 
Sheep, worried, wounded, or killed by Dogs, fhall recover all his Damages 
again® the Owner or Owners of fuch Dog or Dogs fentenced to be killed 
as aforefaid : Unlefs, upon Trial, the Owner or Owners of fuch Dog or 
Dogs {hall fatisfy the Court or Juftice before whom the Trial is; thar the 
iti were not done by his or their Dog or Dogs, fentenced as afore- 
. faid. ’ 
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| Always provided, That the Owner or Owñers'of fach Dog or Dogs, . 


be notified of the Sentence aforefaid, before the Damages fued for was 
done: And that no Prolecution by Virtué of this A&t for fech Damages 
be made after Six. Days from the Time fuch Damages are done, - 


Pror fa; 
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An A& concerning Sureties and Scire Facias. 


>E it enafted, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemes 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 

the Jame, That whentoever any Perlon or Perlons not being Freeholders of 
this State, fhall defire or demand of any Magiftrate or Clerk of a Cours, 
any Writ or Procels whatfoever, to bring or iummons any Perfon or Per. 
fons to anfwer betore any Court in this State, there’ fhall be a iufficient 
Bond given by fuch Perion or Perfons requiring fuch Writ, with good 
Surety or Sureties, of fubitantial Freemen and Freeholders of this State, 
to profecute his or their Writ to Effect, and to anfwer all Damages, if he, 
fhe, or they, make not his, her, or their Plea goad ; before the executing 
fach Bond, no Writ or Procefs of any Kind fhall be granted to fuch 
Perfons. | i 4 i 

Taar where Bail ig given upori common Proéefs for the Appearance of 
the Party to aniwer the Suir, every fuch Surety or Surcties fhal: be oblioed 
to fatisfy the Judgment in Cafe of the Principal’s Avoidance, and theReturi 
of Non eft inventus be legally made on the Execution ; and the Patty for 
whorn the Judgment is given, may have a Writ of Srire Facius, out of rhe 
fame Court, agaiuft fuch Surety or Sureties 5; and in Cate no juft Caulë 
be fhewn to the Contrary, the Judgment that was rendered againtt duch 
Principal, hall be affirmed again luch Surety or Sureties; with the addi- 
tional Cofts of Suit; and Execution fhall be granted accordingly —Unlefs 
fuch Surety, at the Ti ne of entering fiaal Judgment; do bring the Princi- 
pal into Court, and move to be ditcharged ; upon which the Coure fhall 
order the Keeper of the Goal, or the Oñicer attending fuch Court, to re- 
ceive him into Cuftody, that fo his Body may be taken in Execution. 

Always provided, That luch Writ of Scire Facias be taken out and terved 
upon the Surety, within Six Months after the faid final Judgment, and not 
atterwafds, 

Anp every Surety, of whom fuch Recovery is made, may bring his _ 
Aétion for, and fhall recover all Damages againft the Principal. 

Be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That when any Court, - 
Affiftant, or Jafice of the Peace, upon Trial before him, has given Judg- 
ment for any Sum of Money to be paid, and before Execution is granted 
thereon, is removed by Death, or otherwife; the Party recovering Judge 
ment fhall have a Right, at any Time within Twelve Months atter fuch 
Removal; to bring a Scire Facias to the Superior or County Courtin the 
County where fuch Juftice did live, or Coure was held, againft the Perfon 
or Perions againft whom he has recovered fuch Judgment; and upon his 
producing the Record of the faid Judgment; or an attefted Copy thereof, 
in faid Court, fhall have Execution thereon granted to him by iaid Court, 
for fo much of the Sum as thall then appear to remain unpaid, and for, 
all the additional Coft. . i 

Be it further enafted by the ‘Authority aforefaid, That no Attachment, or 
{pecial Warrant, to apprehend the Body, or attach the Goods or Chaticis 
of any Perfon, fhall be granted by any Magiltrate, or Clerk of Court, 
before the Perfon praying out fuch Warrant or Attachment has given 
fufficient Surety or Sureties, to the Acceptance of fuch Magiftrates, or 
Clerk of Court, to profecute his Writ to Effect, and anfwer all Damages, 
if he does not make good his Pica. | Provide 
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“| Provided always, That a County or Town Informing-Officer, fhall not 
be obliged to give fuch Bonds in thé Profecution of Criminals or Delin- 
quents. EOT i l 


s 


An Aé regulatiig Proprietors Meetings. 
RE it enatted, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
A2 _of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That where Lands lie in common, in‘any Townthip in this State, 
and a Number of the Proprietors of fuch Lands, to the Amotint of ac 
Jeaft one fixteenth Part; thall make Application to any Affiftant-or Juftice 
of the Peace, who is hereby required to ifue his Warrant for calling tuch 
Meeting, fetting forth the Time, Place, and the feveral other Matters and 
Things to be tranfacted; and thé Reaions for calling fuch Meeting ; which 
Warrant fhall be inferted in the Conneéticut Courant Three Weeks fuccef- 
fively, the lat Time of which fhall be at leaft Twenty Days before the 
convening fuch Meeting? 90 | oa ss 20 ee ee ee 
_Awnp itch Proprittors, when met, thall proceed by Ballot to chufe a 
Moderator, Clerk, and Treafurer ; and may further proceed to tranfact any 
Bufinefs which may concern the Propriety, as the promoting of Settle- 
ment, and Jaying out ang making Divifion of Lands, laying out Roads, 
and any other other Bufinefs whaticever: And every Proprietor fhall be 
allowed to vote in Proportion to his Intereft in fuch Propriety. „A Pro- 
prietor ot One Original Right or Share, may have One. Vote; and fo on 
in Proportion as aforefaid, eee aa A ahs, et E ae ; 
Always excepted, That no Perfon fhall be allowed more than One Vote 
by Virtue of a Power of Attorney. . 
| Anp the Votes and Proceedings of fuch Meetings thall be good, and 
valid in Law ; provided fo Proprietor, fhal] be curtailed in the Quantity 
of his Land : And fuch Proprietors may adjourn and agree on fuch Mode 
of convening again as to them’ may be thought expedient: And fuch 
Clerk, being duly fworn, fhall niake fair and true Entries of all the Votes 
and Proceedings of fuch Meeting; from which Records; fuch Clerk fhall 
give fair and attefted Copies of afiy Matter or Thing therein contained, 
when requefted thereto by any Proprietor, on fuch. Proprietor’s Teadry 
fa T Sumy; which is hereafter mentioned; to be given for recording 
yurvey-Bills. l : , a i 
Tue Charters of each Town; which may or can be procured, fhall be 
corded in the firft Pages of the Proprietors Book of Records: And it 
Mall be the Clerk’s Duty to record all Survey- Bills, provided {uch Survey- 
Bills are properly atteted by a Surveyor, and offered for Record. — - 
Suën Clerks are furthermore dire&éd, on receiving any Survéy-Bill as 
aforefaidy to enter it on File as Jon as may be; with the Date when received 
to record ; and fuch Survey-Bills which are Girt recorded, or received to 
record as aforefaid, fhall be valid and good in Law, withour any Regard 


to the Date of fuch Survey-BilJs, or Time when fuch Land was jurveyed. 


Always provided, fuch Survey-Bill be agreeable to the Vores and Pro- 
eeedings of the Propriety. an 
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Clerk's fees Awp it thall and may be lawful for any fuch Clerk to take Six Shillings | . 
6s. for re- for recording a Survey-Bill which fills One Side of a Sheet of Paper, and 
rie Ss ng more; and all other Writings and different fized Survey-Bills re{pe@ting 
uvey GNU his Office, in the fame Proportion, . 2 
- Anp provided’any Proprietors Clerk fhall neglect or refufe to do his 
tel. fine for Duty as aforefaid, fhail, on Conviétion thereof before an Afitant of 
nepieé, Juitice ot the Peace, pay a Fine of Ten Pounds for every fuch Offence; 
and all Damages which may arile by fuch Neglect or Refufal ; and one 
Half of fuch Fine fhall be paid to the Complainant, who fhall, protrcure 
to Effect, and the Remainder to the Proprietors Treafurer, for the Uie of 
the Propriety : And all l gal Cott thall be paid by fuch Delinquent: 
Taar when aay Proprietors Meeting thali be legally warneay and met, 
as aforelaid ; and proviced fuch Propriety fhall proceed to run ou: Town 
Proprietors Lines, or make a Divifion of Lands toeach Proprietor; or Jay out ur make 
to taxrb-his any Read or Roads in any Town, after fuch Service is actually acom- 
to pay pub plifhed:and done, then, in tuch Cate, it fhall and may be lawiul ror fuch 
Tic charges. Proprietors, being legally met as aforelaid to tax tuch Cott to the| Shares of 
the lawful Owners of the Original” Rights in iuch Townfhips (the four 
public Rights only excepted) and the Proprietors taxing luch Cof, may 
appoint a Colleétur, who is hereby directed to publifh fuch Tax (as being 
due to the Propriety, that thofe interefted in the fame may ditcharge it, ia 
the Conneticut Courant, with the Caufe why fuch Tax was male T bree 
Weeks fucceffively, which Cof fhall be paid by the Proprietors; an? in 
Cafe fuch. Tax fhall not be paid to fuch ‘Collector, within Thirty Dev 
after the laft Time of fuch Publication, it fhall and may be lawtul tor nu a 
Collector to publifh im the Cennedficut Courant, in Manner as atoret ly 
the Names of the Original Grantees whofe Tax remains cue, either trem 
them or their Affiens or Heirs, in order to notify the fuit Claimants te 
fuch Original Rights, that in Caie they do not pay the fame, that a certa‘n 
neceffary Proportion of their Land will be fold at public Vendue, to piy 
fuch Tax and Coft, fpecifying the Time and Place of fuch Vendue, which 
fhall not be held under Twenty Days, or over Thirty Days, ‘trom jucx 
lateft Publication in the Courant aforefaid. . . 
Anp provided there fhall then remain any Part of fuch Tax unpaid, it 
fhall and may be lawful for fuch Collector to proceed to fell at public 
Delinquents Vendue, fo much of fuch Delinquent’s Land, beginning firi with undi- 
land p be Vided (if any there be) as to pay fuch Tax, together with Coft, inciuding 
fold. not only the Cok of fuch Vendue, but that ot the laft Advertifements, 
l Ard fuch Colle&or fhall make and execute a Deed or Deeds, to the Pur- 
chafer or Purchafers ; which Deed or Deeds fhall be good, and valid in 
Law. .. . 
| Always provided, That if- the Proprietor of fuch Land fhall appear, and 
tender to {uch Collector the full Sum of Money for which fuch Land was 
Provifa. fold, with the Cofl. arifing thereon, any Time before fuch Deed cf Vendue * 
Sale is executed ; then fuch Collector fhall receive the Money, and not ~ 
execute tuch Deed to the Purchatfer, but redeliver to him his Money. 
Anp fuch Colleétor fhall make Return of his Doings to the Proprietor’ 
Coletor to Clerk, within one Month after any tuch Vehdue, and remit the Money 
makereiwra, which he may have colleéted from Time to Time, to the Treafurer, as 
often as he may bedireéted by fuch Propriety ; and on Negle¢t of any Part 
of his Duty, fhall be liable to the fame Penalties as is in this Act before 
directed for any Deficiency in his Duty, | Anè . 
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~ Banifhing inimical . Perfons. 


` AnD provided there fhall be any Money remaining, after fach Tax and 
Coft is fully paid, fuch overplus Money fhall be paid to the Perfon or 
Perfons which were the rightful Owners of fuch Lands as may be fold at 
the Time of fuch Vendue, when called for by thofe to whom it is due, as 
explained aforefaid. i Bans. ox oY ace. 

| Be it further-enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That fach Perfons 4s may 
have been in the Continental Service, or in Capuvity, at fuch Time when 
their Lands may have been vendued ‘as aforefaid, fhall have a Right of 
Redemption to fuch Lands, during one full Year after the Impediments of 
Soldiery or Captivity aré removed, by Payment or Tendry of the fame 
Sum ot Money for which duch Lands were fold, with the Intereft of fuch 
Money at Six per Cent. per Annum. And in Cate any Improvement fhall 
have Been made on fuch Laiids“in the mean Time, then thofe Perions 
before detcribed, may make Payment or Tendry of fiich Sum of Money ~ 
as fhall be judged by indifferent Perfons to be equal to the Value of fuch 
Improvements ; and fuch Perfon or Perfuns thall be reinftéted in the Fee 
of their Land, any Thing in this Aét to the contrary notwithftanding. 

`- dnd be it further enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That-trom and after 
the Firft Day of May, in the Year 1779, all Proprietors Meetings, and 
Vendues refpecting any Lands in this State, fhall be held in.the Town or 
County where fuch Land lieth ; and if any Proprietors Meeting, or Vendue 
` gefpecting any Lands in this State, fhall be held out of the fame, or in any 
ar sr than what is warranted by this Act, the fame fhail be null 
and void. 


| : Seis, 
An A& to prevent the Return to’this State’ of certain, 


ele om x . ears 4 


| Perfons therein named, and. others -who have left’ 


this State, or either the United States, and joined 
! the Enemies thereof, | 
Jp HEREA Samuel Anderjon, Fofepb Anderfon, Benjamin Anderfon; Amos 
"Dunning, Beloved Carpenter, Beriab Buck, Caleb Reynolds, jar. Ceon- 
raat Devoe, Adam Deal, Peter Deal, Hendrick Deal, and Daniel Straight, of 
Pownal > James Brekenridge, jun". of Bennington; Fobn Munrow; Elgy- 
Ebenezer Wright, and Abraham Matih, of Shaitibury ; Elipa Herd, Jep- 
tha Hawley, Philo Hulbert, James Hard, Phineas Huard, Bentjab Benedi 
Samuel Adams, Laac Brifco, Samuel Buck, David Williams, Benjamin Hoit, 
Caleb Henderfon, Charles Bennet, and Gideon Adams, ot Arliigton ; Seremiab. 
French, Andrew French, Samuel Rofe, Fofeph Lockwood, William Reynolds, 


William Marfa, and Ifrael Bardfly, of Durtet ;. Jofeph Cafe, Daniel Scott, and 
Xames M’ Donald, of Reupoit’; Barnabas Hough, William Fairfield, Elijab 
Binedidi, David Caftle, and Renben Hawley, ot Pollet ; Fames Moore, Caleb 
Lewis, Jobn Ward, Fofeph Morf, James Floom, john Beath, and Enxeck 
Mailerey, of Wells ; Silvanus Everts, Gilbert Everts, Oliver Everits, sift 
Landon, Charles Griffin, ana Daniel Calver, of Cattletown 5 Jofbua Bofrwick, 
David Shorey, and Robert Perry, of Rutland, Daniel Marfbh, Eljab Ofbouri, 
Hazxelion Spencer, Jeba Lee, William Suiton, Daniel Walker, Barnabas Spens 
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Foleph Barker, Date Seelick, ana Davis Sturges, of Manchetter; Col. . 
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ser, Ameriab How, James Clark, Philip Nichols, Daniel Hill, jun’. Simpfon 
jenny, Soloman Fobns, Jofeph Lewis, Comfort Curtis, Timothy Hill, of Cla- 
rendon ; Seb Cook, and Aaron Bull, of Danby ; Ifaac Fves, ot Walling- 
ford ; Jofeph Pringle, Jobn Smith, Ithiel Towner, and Samuel Richardfon, 
of Breadport ; Abner Wolcott, and fuftice Sherwood, ot New-Haven ; 
ilham White, of Cornwall ; Jobn Nicholas, ot Ferrifborough , Reger 
Stephens, jan’, of Pitsford, Samuel Filer, and Jobn Gray, oi Stlbourn s 
William Powers, of Panton, allin the County of Bennington ; Caled oreen, 
Abifoa How, Shadrach Ball, of Newfane ; Malachi Church, Oliver Chueh, 
Jobn Ames, and Oliver Wells, of Brattleborough ; Joba Grant, ot Chefer, 
Col. James Rogers, of Kent ; Timothy Lovewell, ot Rockingham ; Cream 
Brufh, of Weltminfter ; Zadock Wright, and Fenathen Wright, of biota 
ford, ell in the Gounty ef Cumberland, and many other Perfons, bave vc- 
luntavily left this State, or fome of the United States of Aa erica, and jeined 
the Enemies hereof , thereby not only depriving thefe States ef their perwial 
Services, af a Time when they ought to have afforded their urmef ske in 
defending the faid States againft the Invafions of a cruel Eney, cut ssh fej 
ing on inimical Difpofition to faid States, and a Defign to cid and abet the 
Enemies thereof in their wicked Purpofes. 

AND whereas many Mischiefs may accrue to this, and the United States, if 
Jech Perfons foould again be admitted to refide in this State, 


WHICH to prevent, 


E it ehobted, and it is herthy enacted by the Rebrefentatives of the Freenet 

' ofthe State of Vermont, in General. Affembly met, and by the Autkerity of 
the fame, That if the feid Samuel Anderfon, Fefepb Ancerjon, or any of the 
before-mentioned Perfons, or either of them, or any otner Perfon or Per- 
fons, though not fpecially named in this A&t, who have voluntarily lert 
this State, or either of the United States, and joined the Enemies theieof, 
as aforefaid, fhall, after the paffing this Ad, voluntarily return co this 
State, ic fhall be the Duty of the Sheriff of the County, his Deputy, the 
Conftable, Seleét-men, or Grand-jurors of the Town where fuch Peron of 
Perfons may prefume to come, and they aré hereby refpectively impowered 
and directed to apprehend and carry fuch Perion or Perfons before an 
Adfiftant or Juftice of the Peace; who is hereby required to cali to his 
Affiftance one or more Affiftant or Juftices of the Peace, who are hereby 
dire@ted to give their Attendance, according to fuch Requifition ; and if 
upon Examination into the Matter, the faid Juftices fhall find thar the 
Perfon brought before them is any one of, the before-defcribed Perfons, 
they fhall order him to be whipped on the naked Back, not more than 
Forty, nor lefs than Twenty Stripes y which Punifhment fhall be inflicted, 
and the Delinquent fhall be ordered to quit this State immediately. 


Be it further enaited by the Authority aforefoid, That it any Perfon thall 
continue in this State one Month, or thall prefume to come again into this 
State, after fach Conviction,( without Liberty firft had and obtained theres 
for from the Governor, Council, and General Affembly) and be convicted 
thereof before the Superior Court of this State, he thall be put to Death. 


An 
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Regulating Fifheries, “ Punifhing. Felonies. . 


willingly or wilfully harbour or conceal any of the Perfons above-named 
or defcribed, after their Return to this State, contrary to the Defign:of this 
Aé&:; fuch Perfon, fo offending, fhall, on Conviction thereof ‘before the 
Superior Court, forfeit and pay the Sum‘of Five Hundred Pounds, two 
Thirds thereof to the Ufe,of this State, the other ‘Third to the Ufe of him 


or them who fhall profecute the fame to Effect. 
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: | i An Act. regulating Fitheries, 


DE it enafted, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 

the fame, That no Wares, Hedges, Fifh-Garths, Difturbances or Incum- 

brances whatfoever, (except Dams for neceffary Mills) fhall be fet, ereéted, 

or made, on or actofs any River in this State. _ . 

` Anp if any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fhall by Wares, Hedges, 


Seins, or any other Incumbrance, Way, or Means whatfoever, obftrud the: 


natural or ufual Courfe or Paffagé ot the Fifh in the Spring, or proper 
Seafons of the Year, up or down any River in this State; the fame fhall be 
deemed a common iNufance, and thall or may be pulled down, demolifhed, 
and removed as fuch, by any Perion or Perfons wharfoever. 


AnD upon-Complaint or Information thereof made to an Affiftant of 


Juttice of the Peace of the Janie County where fuch common Nufance is 
erected as aforefaid, a Writ fhall be gratited to the Sheriff or Conftable, to 
caufe diligent Enquiry to be made, for finding the Perfon or Perfons guilty 
of fuch Nufance, and hin or them to bring before fuch Authority, to be 
examined in the Premifes ; and if convicted thereof, he or they thall forfeit 
a Sum not exceeding Four Pounds, one Half to the Complainer or Inform 


‘Treafurer, l : ) aa n 

~ Axs the faid Authority; before whom fuch Conviction is had, fhal 
thereupon command fuitable Affiftance, at the Coft and Charges of the 
Perlon or Perfons fo conviéted, to remove fuch Nufance. 


- Awn ifany Perfon who fhali pull down, remove, or‘demolifh any fuch | 


Nufance, fhaill be fued therefor, he ma 


: y plead the general Iffte to fuch 
Suit, and give this Act in Evidence, “Le 
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An A& for the Punifhment of divers capita] and other 
! a: Felonies. | 


| 


4 


z | l l 

BE it enatted, and it is hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemet 
1 ofthe State of Vermont, ih General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That if any Perfon fhall con{pire, or atiempt any Invafiong in- 
furrection, or public Rebellion againft this State; or haŭ treacheroufly 
and perfidioufly- attempt the Alteration and Subverfion of our Frame of 


Government, fundamentally eftablithed by. the Conftitution of this State, 
y endeavoring the betray 


Power, he thall be put to Death. . 


- 
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. Be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon thall 


gool. fine to. 
harbour ini- 
mical per- 
‘fous. 


No ware. &c. 
to be made, 


Such to be 
defiroyed. 


Offenders to 
be profect- 
ted. 


er, who fhall profecute the fame to Effect; the other Half to the County - 


Authority ta 
remove nu- 
fances. 


Perfons to 
be indemni« 
e fied. 


" Confoirators 
to mifer 
death, - 


ing of the fame into the Hands of any foreign _ 
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Beaftiality 
how. punifh 
ved 


Sodomy. 


Falfe witacfs 


Wilfal firisg 
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Wounding, 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


' Felonies. 


Delinguents.. 
Tuar if any Man or Woman fhal! lie with any Beaft, ör brute Creature, - 
by carnal Copulation ; fuch Perfon thall furely be put. to Death, and the - 
Beaft hall be fain and buried. | = 
Taar if any Man lieth with Man-kind, as he lieth with a Woman, both 
of them have committed Abomination; they both fhalt iurely be put to 
Death. Except it appear that one of the Parties were forced, or undér 
fifteen Years of Age; in which Cafe the Party. forced, or under the Agé 
aforefaid, fhall not be liable to fuffer the faid Punifhment. See 
THAT if any Perfon rife up by falfe Witnefs, wilfully, and of Purpofe 
to take away any Man’s Life; fuch Offender fhall be put to Death. 
Tuar if any Perfon, of the Age of Sixteen Years, or upwards, fhall 
wilfully, and of Purpofe, burn any Houfe, Barn, or Out-Houfe, to the 
Prejudice or Hazard of any Perfon’s Life, he fhal] be put to Death, — 
Or if no Prejudice of Hazard to the Life of ahy Perfon happen thereby, 
fhall fuffer fuch other fevere Punifhment as the Superior Court fhall de« 
termine, and alfo fatisfy all Damages to the wronged or aggrieved Party. | 
Tuar if any Perfon, on Purpofe, and of Malice Forethought, and by 
lying in Wait, fhall cut out or difable the Tongue, or put out an Eye, or 
Eyes, fo that the Perfon is thereby made blind ; or fhall cut off all, or any- 
of the privy Members of any Perfon, or fhall be aiding or affifting therein, 


_ fuch Offender fhall be put to Death. 


Blafphemy. 


Detinguent 
to pay cof 


of prolecu- 
tion. a 


On failure, 
to be paid 
out of the 
treafury. 


Delinquent 
unable ‘to 
pay, to be 
afigned in- 
fervice, 


. Sufficient to anfwer the Charges arifing on fuch Profecution. 


_ Tuar if any Perfon within this State, fhall blafpheme-the Name of GOD, 
THE FATHER, Son, or Hoty Guost, with direct, exprefs Prefumption, 
and high-handed Blafphemy ; or fhall curfe in the ‘like Manner ; fuck 
Perfon fhall be put to Death. i 


An A& concerning Delinquents. 

BE st enalted, and it is hereby enaéied by the Reprefentatives of the Frema” 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That whenfoever any Perfon fhall be complained of, indicted, or -` 
in any wife profecuted for any Matter of Delinquency, or of a criminat- 
Nature, by any other Perfon than a County or Town Informing-Officer,. 
and that within the Town or County where both the Complainer and the 
Perfon complained of does belong, and fuch Complaint cannot be fupport~ 
ed ; fuch Perfon fo complaining, ‘hall pay the Coft arifing on fuch Suit. 

Anp whenfoever any Perfon fhall be complained of, indicted, or in any 
Wife profecuted, for any Matter of Delinquencies, or of a criminal Nature, 
by any County or Town Informing-Officer, of the County or Town where’ 
he does belong, and fuch Complaint or Inditment cannot be fupported, - 
the neceflary Coft arifing on fuch Profecution, fhall be paid out of the 
Treafury into which the Fine would have been paid, had the Delinquent 
been fined upon fuch Profeeution. 2 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That in all Matters of 
Delinguency, or of a criminal Nature, where the Perfon complained of, or” 
profecuted, is convicted, he fhall pay Coft of iuch Profecution > And in 
Cafe fuch Criminal, or Delinquent, have nor Eflate to pay fuch Coft, it. 
fhall and may be lawful for the Court, Affiftant, or Juftice, before whom 


fuch Procefg thall be, to difpofe of fuch Perfon in Service, to any Freemar 


of this Corporation, fo long a Time as fhall be neceffary to procure moa 
UT 


Delinquents. ‘Town Officers and Petit-Jurymen. 


> wa - 
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- Bur if ic fiall fo happen, that fuch Charges cannot be obtained out of 
the Eltate or Service of any Perfon fo-convicted, fuch Charges, if the Trial 
be in the Superior Couit, hall be paid out of the State’s Treafury ; and if 
iliè Trial. be in the County Court, fuch Charges fhall be paid out of the 
- County Treafury ; and if the Trial be in a Jultice’s Court, fach Charges 
` fhall be paid out of the Treafury of the Town where fuch Delinquent 

ec or if tie Has no Refidence in any Town in the County, out of the 


Treafury of the Town where the Conviction is had; and the Court, of 


Juftice, fhall give Order accordingly. o 
| Be it further enatted by the Authority. aforefaid,” That no Perfon fhall be 
twice fentenced for one and the fame Crime, Trefpafs, or Offence. 
| Tuar if any Perfon or Perfons, on his Examination or Trial for Delin- 


quéncy, fhail, either in Words-or-Actions, behave contemptuoufly or dif- 


“infli& fuch Punifhment on him or them, as they fhall judge the Nature of 
l che Offence may require. i 
gréatet Punifhment than Imprifoùment for one Month; binding to the 
Péace or good Behaviour until the next County Court ; putgng’ them in 
thé Stocks, there to fit not exceeding two Hours şor impofing a Fine not 
exceeding Four Pounds.. ae 
| Ann that it any Perfor, who fhall be required to appear and give his 
Evidence, in the Trial or Examination’ of any Delinquent or Criminal, 
dhall refufe to appear, or to make Oath to declare his Knowledge in the 
Cafe , the Court, Affitant, or Juftice of the Peace, holding fuch Trial or 
Examination, may apprehehd and commit the Perfon fo refufing to Prifon; 
there to remain at his or her own Coft, until they fhall give Evidence. ` 


| Provided always, That fuch Evidence fhall riot be conftrued to his- 


‘Prejudice, , : ie ee z o. fy toe ay : . . 
_Awnp that when any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, ar Conftable, fhall receive 
a. Warrant from any Court, Affiftant, or Jeftice, (that hath lawful Cogni- 


dance of the Offence) to do Execution of a Judgment by. thèm given,’ 


a#ainft any Criminal or Delinquent; fuch Officer fhall proceed according 
to the Directions of {fuch Warrant, to do Execution himfelf, or by fome 
meet Perfon by him to be procured, to the Acceptance of che Court grant- 


iñg fuch Warrant ; and for doing Execution ` as aforefaid, a reafonable: 


Satisfaction {hall be allowed, which fhall be taxed as Part of the Bill of 
Coft, to be paid by fuch Delinquents. oe o | 


1 


orderly, it fall bé in the Power of the Court,. Affiftant, Or Juftice, to 


‘Delinqueat 

unabie tò 
pay, colt tò 
be paid owt 


cffome pub. ` 


lic treafury. 


One trial for 
one crime. 
Penalty for 


diforderly 
behaviour. 


Provided always, That no finglé Minifter of Jufticé thal infitt any — 


Provifo. 


Perfonsrefu- 
Geg to give 
evidence, tó 
be imprifon- 
ed. 


Proxife’” 


Sheriff, &e. 
to do exect- 
tion. 


An A& regulating the Choice of Towi-Officers and- 


l Petit-Jurymen, -~ 
E it enaéied, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
” of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That the Select-men of each Town in this Stace, thall fet up a 
Notification at fuch Places as have been or fhall be agreed on by the In“ 
habitants, as are by Law qualified to vote in fuch Meeting; to meet at the 
Mecting-Houft, or fome convenient Place by them appomted in fuch 


which fhall be held on fome Day in the Month of Maic 


sd aa annually, at Ten 
o’GClock in the Morning: 


: ANS 


Town, giving Twelve Days Notice before the presse al fuch Meeting,. 


t 


Selettnei tó 


_ warn towà 


mectings. 
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Town Officers and Petit- Jurymen. 
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gl. fne for 
refufing to 
ferre. 
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Ano it fhall be the Duty of the Inhabitants when met as aforefaid, to 
proceed to chufe a Moderator for faid Meeting, and Town Clerk or Re- ., 
gifter ; then they fhall chufe a Number not exceeding Five, to be Select. 
men, or Towas-men, to take Care of the prudential Affairs of fach Town 5 
alio a\Town Treafurer, one or two Conftables, Lifters not exceeding Five, 
Collectors of Rates, Leather Sealers, one or more Grand-Jurors, one or 
more Tything-men, Hay-Wards, Branders of Horfes, Sealers of Weights 


and Meafures, and every other Town Officer that the Law ofthis State 
fhall direct. . i 


_ And the Select-men of each Town fhall forthwith, after fuch Choice, 
fee that all the Officers be fworn to the faithful Difcharge of their refpective 
Offices, by an Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, or in Cafe no fuch Officer 


be prefent, by the Town Clerk, who fhall make Entry in the Records of 
fuch Officers being chofen and fworn, l 2 


Tren the Seleft-men and Conftable or Conftables, with the Town 
Clerk, and {uch Magiftrates as may be prefent, fhall agree upon a Number 
ef Men that may be thought by them to be their Proportion of Petit-Ju- 
rymen to attgnd the Superior. or County Courts the enfuing Year ; which 


Number fhall be chofen: by the People prefent, and fhall be difcreet Freg- 
holders. : 


Ans the Town Clerk fhall write the Names of the Perfons fo chofen, 
each on a Piece of Papër, and put them in a Box, provided at tue Town’s 
Coft for that Purpofe, and kept in his Office: And when the Conftabie: - 
fhall receive any Warrant from the Clerk of the Superior or County 
Court, to fummons any Number of Men for Jury-men, to attend and 
ferve as fuch at any of faid -Courts, he fhall repair to the Town Clerk’s 
Office, and in his Prefence or in Cafe he be abfenr, in the Prefence of one 
of the Seleét-men of fuch Town, draw out of faid Box the Number his’ 
‘Warrant directs him to fummon ; and having fo done, he fhall proceed to 
fammons the Men for Jury-men whofe Names are fo drawn, but if any of 
the Men whofe Names are drawn, are gone from Home, or fick, or other- 
wife unavoidably hindered from attending faid Court, his Name or Names. 


fhall be returned into the Box, and others in their Room drawn and fum- 
moned as aforefaid. : 


- Ann in Cafe at any Time the Number of Jury-men to be fimmoned is _ 
more than there remains in the Box, the Conftable fhall, at his difcretion,. 
fummon a fufficient Number of difcreet Freeholders to fupply fuch Place. 


And be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon 
fhall be chofen to any of the Offices aforefaid in this Act, and fhall refufe, 
to ferve therein, or take the Oath required by Law, if he be able in Perfon 
to execute the fame, thall forfeit and pay to the Treafurer of the Town 
where he does belong, a Fine of Three Pounds, except fuch Perfon fhall 
make it appear to an Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace before whom the 
Cafe fhall be tried, that he is oppreffed by foch Choice, or others are - 
unyultly exempted. "3 
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An Aa to prevent Nufance in the public High-Ways. 


BE it enačled, ana it is hereby enaftea by the R-prefentatives. of the Freemen of - 

AD she State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the A:.thority of thé | 

fome, That it any Perfon thali wake any fence actois any County Road, Nofincer is 
withou: fett obtaining Leave therefor from . the County Court of faid fa ie 
County ; or acrofs any Town Road, w:thout feft obtaining Leave therefor ERNE 
from the Seleét-men of faid Town 5 it (hall and may be lawtul for any l 
Perfon or Perfons to remove, throw down, and deftroy fucn Nufance, 


| ® fa 
| 
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An A& to prevent unfeafonable Night- Walking, asd 
for the punifhing of Diforders committed in the 
E Night Seafon: - ae | Oe 
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BE it enacted, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 

A> the Siate of Vermont, im General .iffembiy met, and by the duiberity of the 

fame, That it any Perfons that are uader the Government of Parents, 

Guardians, or Matters; or any Boarders, or Sojourners, fhall.convene, or perfans out 

meet together, or be entertained in-any Howie, without the Content or Ap- sfer niue o’ 
probation of their Parents; Guardiatis, or Matters, after Nine o’Clock at clock in the 

- Night, any longer than to Difcharge the Bufinefs they are fent about; or evening, to 

fhall meet together,’ aiid alldciate thenilelves in Company or Companies, be fiued. 

in Streets; or eliewhere, after the Tinie aforefaid, and fhail commit any 

Diferder, or make any Rout at ahy Timeé-in the Night Seafin ; each 

Perion fo offending fhall forfeit Twenty Shillings for-every fuch Offence. 


AND whireas great Diferders and Infolence ave often committed in the 
Night, by diprderly Perfons, to the Difquiet and Hurt of the goad People of 
tbis State.——For the preventing and punifbing whereof, 


_ Be it enadted by the Authority oforefaid, That when, and fo often as any a 
Ditorders ana Damages are done in. the Night Seafon, that upon Complaint Sup ted 
{peedily made thereof, to any Coutt, Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, perfons tobe 
they are hereby impowered to ifue forth a Writ or Writs, for the bringing examined, 
before- him or them any fuch fufpeéted Perfon or Perfons, and examine fim 

or them concerning fuch Diforders and Damages, i 


|. Ano if fuch firfpected Perfon or Perfoins, upon füch Examination, cani 

‘not give a fatisfactory Account to the Authority before whom fech Exa- .—,, 
mination is had, where he or they were when fuch Diforders and Damages oe ee ng 
‘complained of were committed and done, and that he or they had. no Hand eee ee 
in doing the fame, he or: they fhall be Hable to pay and anfwer all fuch è ERr 
Damages as the Perfon or Perfons complaining, fhall have fultained or 
fuffered, as aforelaid ; and alfo fuch Fine or Punifhment as the Court, 
Affiftant, or Juice, before whom the Trial is had, hall fee Caulede order, 
not exceeding Ten Pounds, : M di 
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An Act appointing Stocks and Sign-Pofts:to-be made: . 
-and maintained in the feveral-‘i owns in this State, 


E it. enatied, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen: 
of the State of Vermont, in General Afembly met, and by the Authority of 
Stock the fame; That-every Town in this State thall make and maintain, at their- 
ocks to be ; Á i x TDs 
erted ia OWF Charge, a good Pair of Stocks; with a Lock and Key. iufficent to, 
eh aca hold and fecure fech Offenders as fhalt be fentenced to fit therein, which; 
~ ` Stocks fhail be fet in the moft public Place in each refpeétive Town. -~ 
Anp in the fame Place there thall be a Sign-Poft-ereéted-and fet up, at> 
And figo- the Charge of faid Town; and maintained in fufficient Repair; on which : 
pon. Sign-Poft all Notifications; Warrants; 8c: for Meeting, ac. fhall-be fet up; 
5 - Asp if any Town fhail be at any Time withour a Pair of Stocks or 
Towns ùe- Sign-Poit, as aforefaid, after Six-Months from the Publication hereot, the 
piecting, to Select-men of fuch ‘Fown fhall forfeit the Sumi of Twenty Shillings to the 
be fined. Town Treafurer, and fo the fame Sum for every Month fuch Tewn ‘hall 
j be defective thereof; to be heard and determined by one Afitlant or. 
Juftice of the Peace. i 


tf 
es 


An. Ac: concerning the Dowry of Widows. 
CTH AT there may be fuitable Prodifion made for the Maintenance and: 
- comfortable Support of Widows, after the Deceafe of their Hujoands, 

DE it engéted, aud it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Precmen. 

- of the State of Vermont, in.General Afembiy met, and by the Authority of 
tke fame; That every married Woman, living with her Hufband in this 
Widows to StS oF abfent from him elfewhere, with his Confent, or through his meet 
have 't third Default, or by inevitable Providence, or in.Cafe of Divarce, where fhe is 
of the real the innocent Party, that fhall nut, before Marriage, be eftated by Way of 
efate, &c,  Jointure, in fome Houfes, Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, for Term 
of Life, or,with fome other Eftate in Lieu thereof, fhall immediately upon 
and after the Death of her Hufband, have Right, Title, and Intereft,, by: 
Way of Dower, in and unto one Third Part of the Real Eftate-of her iaid: 
deceafed Hufband, in Houfes and Lands, which he ftood poffeffed of in- 
his own Right, at the Time of his Decéafe, to be to her during her natural’ 
Life; the Remainder of the Eftate fhall be difpofed of according te the- 
Will of the Deceaied ; and where there is no Will, according to Law. 
Provify, Provided always, That this Law doth not extend to the Widow -of thole 
that have cr may be guilty of Treafon. . 7 en 
AND for the more eafy and [peedy afcertaining fuch Right of:Dawers _ 
It is further enaéted by the Authority afcrefaid, That upon the, Death of: 
Widows. any Man poffefled of any real Eftate as aforefaid, which his Widow, by; 
dower to be this A&t as before exprefféd, hath a Right of Dower in, if the Perfon or 
fet outia 6o Perfons that by Law have a Right to inherit faid Eftate, do not, withi 
days. Sixty Dayš next after the Death of fuch Hufband, by three fufficient Frees 
holders f-the fame County, to be appointed by the Judge of Probate (im 
whofe Diftri& the Etate doth lie) and fworn for that Purpoie, fet out and 
alcertain fuch Right of Dower-; that then-fuch Widow may make het 
Complaint to the Judge of Probate in whofe Diftrict the Eftate m 
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which Judge fhall decree and-order that fosh Woman’s Dowry fhall be fet 

out and afcertained by three, fufficrent Freeholders of the County, who 

Thall be {worn faithfully to proceed and aét therein accordingly, to their. 

‘belt SKill; and rhe faid Dowry being fer out-and dfcertained; in either of l 
the Methods aforefaid, the Doings ot fuch Freeholders fhall be returned to - 4 
the Judge who ordered the Dower to be {et out as aforefaid ;.and upon 


` Approbation thereof by the faid ‘Judge, fuch Dower fhali remain fixed and- 


cetta:n, and all Perfons concerned therem thall be excluded thereby, 


(Anp every. Widow fo endowed as aforefaid, fhail maintain all fuch Buildings 


` Houfes, Buildings, Fences; and Inclofares-as fhall be affigned and fet out tobe teft iw 


toher for her Dowry, and thall leave the fame ip good Repair,- repair. 
_Awp if fuch Widow fhall not maintain, and keep in good Repair, fuch. - ~ 
Houles, Buildings, Fences, and Thclofures, as fhall be affigned and fet cut 


C: urt in which the Eftate is, upon Application to them made, to deliver fo - ae g. ths 
much of the faid Houfes and Lands, to the next Heir of the fame, and for cated 
fo tong a Term as in their Judgment fheli be fufficient, out of the Rents or | negr heir, &e 
Profits thereof to repair juch Detects ; unlefs tach Widow will give good i 5 
Sceurity for the leaving fuch Houfés, Buildings, Fences, and-Inclofures in ` 

fafficient Repair. ' - 
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An Aé& concérning Witnefies.to Wills. - om 


ee, ‘Re it enaited, audit is beréby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 


| of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 


_ the fame; Thar no Wills or Teftaments; wherein there Mali be any Devile or 


Deviies of real Eftaie, fhali be held good, and allowed for aay fúch Devife ` Three wit? 
or Devifes, if they are not witneffed with Three Witdeffes; ail of them -acfies to a 
figning in the Prefence of the Teltatot. . Wille -~ 
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An A&G again{t Barratry and common Bairators.. 
BE it enatled, and it is beveby enačted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemèn > 

~ of the State.of Vermont, in Gereral Affembly met; and by the Adibority of aot. Bee for 
the fame, That if any Perfon fhall be proved and adjudged a commom Bar~ a cpmmon 
rator, vexing others’ with unjuft, frequent, and needicfs Suits; he fhall banator. 
pay a Fine of Twenty Pounas into the public Treafury of this Srate, by 
Order of the Court before whom he fhall be convicted ; and before the 
fame Court he fall become bound, with two Sureties, for his good-Béha~ 


. Viour, (for one Year at leat) or on Refufal, to be committed to Prifon;- 


there to remain for faid Time, or till he procures Sureties, as aforefaid. Vexatious 
„And the Court before whom fuch vexatious Suit thall be brought; may,. fits-mey be 
afd is hereby impoweréd go reject. fuch Suit; giving Goft to the adverie- rejected, 


Party. `. 


| © Witheffes to. Wills: .. Barratry and Bartators. | 9 


tol her for her Dowry.as aforefaid, it fhall be ia the Power of the County Widow sès- 


deliver-te the. 
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8o Gaming: Replevins. . Levying Executiang .. 
An Ac againft Gaming. 

BE it enatted, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

‘of the State of Vermont, in General Affeimbly met, and by the Authority of 

the fame, That nə Tavern-keeper, Inn-keeper, Alehoufe-keeper, or Victuals 

ler, fhall have or keep in or about his or their Houfe or Houfes, Out-houks, 

No tavera: Yards, Gardens, or other Places to them belonging, any Cards, Dice, 

roenan m- Bowls, Shuffie-boards, or Billiards; or any other Implement for Ganung 5 


plemenis, dr PO" fhall fuffer any Perfon or Perfons relorting unto any of their Huules, , 
4uffr any tO ufe or exercile any of the aforefaid Games, or any other unlawrul Gane 
gamisg. in or Sport, within their faid Houfes, for any Suin or Sums of M aney, Gerts, 
their houfes, or Liquors, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of: T'w.niy Pounds tur eve y 
ke fuca Offence, upon due Conviction thereof; the faid Fine tò bs difpoied 
of, one Half to the Informer, the other Halt to the T eafurer of tne Powa 
where fuch Offence is com.nitted, 
And every Perfon who fhail be convicted of playing at any fch Ga nes 
Penalty for as aforefaid, or any Horie-racing, on any Wager as aforefatd, m any tuch ` 
perfons con- Ffoufes or Dependencies, or in any otber Place in this State, fhasi cortet 
victed of g3- the Sum of Twenty Shillings, to be difpoied of as aforelau , anahe- 
ming. Monies, Goods, or Chattels, fo played for and won, if the Value thereof 
be more than Twenty Shillings, fhall be appropriatedd to the Uk ot the 
‘Town where fuch Wager was-won ; and the Treafurer of the Fowa where. 
fach Wager is won, 13 hereby impowered to jue for the fai, detore any 
Court proper to try the fame, ' 


a 


An A& concerning Replevins. 


BE it enced, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen - 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, hat every Man fhall have Liberty to repleve his Cattle, or 
Perfons may Other Goods and_Chattels, impounded, diftrained, attached, feized, or 
repicve cat- extended, (except it be upun Execution after Judgment, and in paying of 
tle & goods, Fines and Rates) provided he put in and give good and fufficient Security 
walefs, &c. to profecute his Replevin to Effet, and to fatisfy and anfwer fuch Damages, 


Demands, and Dues, as the adverfe Party fhall by Law recover againit 
‘him, Co 


An A@ direĉting and regulating the levying and ferv- 
o ing Executions. . 


BE it enacted, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
Officer to the fame, That when any Judgment is recovered, and Execution taken out 
demanddebt thereon, the Sheriff, or other Officer to whom the Execution is diretted, . 
and charges, fhall repair to the Place of the Debtor’s ufual Abode, (if within his Pre- 
cinét) and there make Demand of the Debt or Sum due on fuch Execution, 
with neceflary Charges ; and upon Refufal, or Neglect of Payment ot che 
` . ‘ 2 


Ld 


ACTS AND LAWS 


Levying Executions. 


fame, the Officer fhall levy the Execution upon any of the perfonal of 
moveable Eftate of the Debtor, except tieceflary Apparel, Bedding, Tools, 
Arms, Implements of his Houfhold neceffary for upholding Life,’ one 
Yoke of Oxen, and one Cow. : 

Anp the Officer fhall forthwith draw an Account of the Particulars of 
che Goods or Eftate he fhall fo feize and take, and fet up the fame on the 
Sign-Poft of the Town wherein he thall feize the fame; and the Officer, 
with the Account of the faid Goods, fhall fet up a Declaration, that the 
faid Goods, fo pofted, are to be fold at the Place where pofted, at’an Out- 
ory, at the End of Twenty Days, after the naming of the Day of the 
| Ann in Cafe the Debtor fhall not, within the faid Twenty Days, pay the 


+ Drum to be beat at the Sign-Polt, to give Notice to Cuftomers to come, 
ind fhall fell the faid Goods (or as many of them “as ‘hall be heceflary) 
_ there at an Outcry, to the higheft Bidders, and of the Effects thereof fhall 

pay the Debt and Charges due to the Creditor, and fatisfy himfelf for his 


- own Fees and Charges ; and the Overplus (if any there be) fhall be return- 
’ ed to the Owner thereof. 5 n 


fatisfy the Debt and'Charges cannot be found, and the Creditor fhail not 
agree or accept to take the Debtor's Lands, the Officer thall levy the Exe- 
cution upon the Debtor's Body, and him commit to the common Goal in 
that County in which the Execution is levied ; where the Debtor or Delin- 
quent fhall remain until he thall pay the Debr, and all Charges with the 
Officer’s and Prifan-Keeper’s Fees, or be otherwife difcharged by due 
Courfe of Law. a : 
| _AnD every Officer who thall commit any Perfon to Prifon by Virtue of 
a Diftrefs or Execution, thall deliver a true Copy of the Writ or Execution, 
figned by fuch Officer, to the Goaler or Prifon-Keeper ; which Copy, fo 
figned and delivered, fhail be a fufficient Warrant or Order to the Goaler 
to receive fuch Perfon or Perfons, and him or them to hold in fafe Cufto= 
dy, till delivered by a Law, ae oo 

__ And be it'further enaGted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Lands and 
‘Tenements belonging to any Perfon in his own proper Right in Fee, {hall 
ftand charged with the Payment of all juft Debts owing by fuch: Perfon, as 
well as his perfonal Eltate ; and hall be liable to be taken in Execution 
for Satisfaction of the fame, where the Debtor or his Attorney fhal¥ not 


an{wer the Sum mentioned in the Execution, with Charges : And all Ex. 


ecutions duly fervéd upon any Houfes and Lands, beitig returned into the 
Clerk’s Office of the Court out of which the fame iffued, and there record- 


‘where fuch Houfes or Lands lie, (which faid Clerk thall enter in the Town 
Book of Records, taking the fame Fee as allowed for recording Deeds) fhail 


take a good Title for the Party for whom they fhall be taken, his Heirs 
and Affigns forever, 


in the Liberty of the Creditor to chufe one Man, and the Debtor another, 
_ and the Officer a Third, (if need be) to appraife the Land-; and if either 
the Debtor or Creditor fhal] refufe or neglect to chufe fuch Appraifers, the 
Officer thall chufe one or more, as there may be Occafion ; which Appraif- 
ea fhall be fworn-to appraile the 9 according to tlie Value thereof. 


E dud 


% 
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Debt, and all the Cot and Charges arifen thereon, the Officer fhall caufe 


Tuar in Cafe moveable @r perfonal Elate of the Debtor’s fufficient to- 


‘expofe to View, and tender to the Officer, perfonal Eftate fuficient to 


ied; as alfo a Copy thereof lodged in the Town Clerk’s Office in the T own 


| Axpo that whenfoever Execution fhall be levied upon Lands, it fhallbe ` 
_Parties may 
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ACYS AND LAWS, 


Baftards and Baftardy. 


__ And be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Executions: | 
iffuing out of the Office of the Clerk of the County Court, or Superior 
Court refpectively, and: Executions granted out by Juftices of the Peace; 
where by Law they have Authority to grant the fame, may by the faid - 
Clerk and Jufticé refpectively, be directed to any of the Officers proper to 
ferve the fame, in-any of the Counties in this State in which the Perfon 
liveth, or Eftate whereupon the fame is to ferved, is at the Time of grant- 
ing the Execution ; which Officers to whom the fame is direéted, and de- 
livered, fhall duly and faithfully ferve and return the fame according to’ 
the Direction therein given ; which being returned, fhall be kept on File 


_in the Office out of which the fame was iffted. 


. Anp that all Writs of Executions fhall be made returnable within. 
Sixty Days, or to the Court (in Cafe Sixty Days are remaining between 
the Date of the Execution and the next Court) at the Election of hith that 
prays it out; and all Executions. granted by a fingle Minifter of Juftice, 
fhall be returnable in Sixty Days. i 

Awp all Conftables as well as Sheriffs fhall have Power to ferve any 
Writ or Execution tọ them dire&ed, within their own Precincts, and rot: 
out thereof—That is to fay, The Sherif within his County, and the Cons 
ftable within his own Town. . - 


An Aé concerning Baftards and Baftardy. 


BE it enatled, and it is bereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Afembly met, and by the Authority of 

the fame, That he who is accufed by any Woman, to be the Father of a’ 
baftard Child, begotten of her Body, fhe continuing conftant in fuch Ac- 
culation, being examined upon Oath, and put to the Difcovery of the 
Truth, m the Time of her Travail, fhall be adjudged the reputed Father 
of fuch Child, notwithftanding his Denial thereof, and fhall ftand charged 
with the Maintenance thereof, with the Affiftance of the Mother, as the 
County Court of that County in which fuch Child is born, fhall order 3 
and give Security to perform fuch Order, and alfo to fave the Town and 
Place where fuch Child is born, free from Charge for its Maintenance. 
Anp the faid Court may commit to Prifon fuch reputed Father, until 
he find Sureties for the fame, unlefs the Proofs, Evidence, and Pleas, made 
and produced on the Part of the Man accufed as aforefaid, and other Cir- 


—~cuinftances, be fach as the Court who have Cognizance of the fame, fhall 


Piet 
aa 


fee Reafon to judge him innocent, and acquit him thereof ; in which Cafe 
they fhall and may otherwife difpofe of fuch Child. i 

Anp every Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, upon his Difcretion, may 
bind to the next County Court him thac is charged or fufpeéted to have 
begotten a baftard Child; and if the Woman be not then delivered, the 


faid County Court may order the Continuance or Removal of his Bond, 


that he may be forth coming when fuch Child is born. 
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ACTS AND LAWS; 


<- Branding of Horfés, 


t 
Shy wits 


A 


An A& for the afcertaining Town Brands, and provi- 


ding and. 
DE it cnalied, and it is bereby enadted by the Repreféntatives of the Freemen 

© of. the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the. Authority of 
the Jame, That each Town in this State fhall have a Town Brand, to brand 
their Horfes with ; which hall, be the feveral Letters or Figures as are 


regulating Branding and Branders. of 


hereafter and hereby directed,— THAT IS TO SAY, ~ 
Pownal, . P Halifax, = EE |. Thetford, L 
Bennington, B | Whitingham, 4 _ Strafford, -8 
Shafifourys 5 Wilmington, Y | Farle | F 
Arlington, A: | . Dammérfion,. Z | Maoretown, @ 
Sandgate, E | Sownfbend, T Corinth, 9 
Sanderland, 2 f ~Weftminfter, & Newbury, £ 
Manchefter, M Rockingham, . Yy Léiffer, L 
Dorfet, D f Kens, -K Barnet, a 
Ruport, R Springfield, t Gilaball, & 
for m Chefter, 45 Peatham, ~ M 
anby, I | Addifon, X. | Cavendifb, & 
Wells, W Weathersfdd q - Newfane, 2 
Pouliney, T Œ Windfor, ` A- Andover, E 
Clarenden,' C Hertford, n ` Brumley, - E- 
Wallingford, -© “| “Woodftock, 2 Marlborough,- A 
| Rutland, O jį Hartford, Tt Bratileborough, ©. 
Cafileton, = Q. Pomfret, =. Hinfdale, ad 
wsford, 3 Barnard, 7 |. New-Stamford, = 
- Nefkabe, N Norwich, Vv Diftri of ira, O 
_ Cornwetl, U . Sharon, q -~ Harwich, EH 
Guilford, G Royalton, 5 -| Hudbardion, 9 


Every of whick Brands fhall be fet refpectively on every Horfe and 
Horje Kind, on the near or Left Shoulder, `’ SL 
_,| AnD the Inhabitants of each Town fhail chufe a fuitable Perfon to be a 


_ ~~ Brander of Horfes in fuch town; and each Brander fhall be under Oath, 


and fhall make an Entry of all Horfe Kind by him fo branded, with the 
Age and Colour, natural and agtificial Marks, in a Book by him kept for 
that Purpofe, , - l 

Anp if any fuch Brander fhall prefume to Brand any Horfe, Mare, or 
Colt, that is above One Year Old, at any other Place than at a Town 
Pound, or thofe Places appointed by the Town for that Work, (unlefs he 
has firft received a {pecial Order from the Seleét-men of fuch Town fo to do,) 
he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Four Pounds for every fuch Offence, 
one: Half to the Comptainer, and the other Half to the Treafury of the 
Town in which’ he lives. 

Anp if any fuch Brander fhal! refufe or neglect to brand or record any 
Horfe, Mare, or Colt, (except fach as he is by Law forbidden to brand 
atid enter) prefented to him by any Perfon or Perfons, after his juft Fees 
are tendered to him for the fame ; he fhall for every fuch Offenee, forfeit 

- and pay the Sum of Twenty Shillings to the Perfon prefeñting fuch Horie, 
and all Daniages fuftained by fuch Perfon, by him niade to appear, through 
fuch -Brander’s Neglect, . ; _ and 
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>, ACTS AND LAWS. 
84 Burglary, and Robbery. Marking Cattle, &c. Divorce, | 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon o - 

Perfons fhall counterfeit any Town Brand, or caufe to be branded any . 
Horfe, Mare, or Colt, on the near of left Shoulder, with any Letter or 
Ccounterfeit- Figure, being the Brand of any Town in this State, without the Knowlege 
iega brand, or Order of one of the Branders of fuch Town, (under his Hand) he of 
&c toforfeit they fo offending thall forfeit the Sum of Ten Pounds for every fuch Of« 
rol, fence, one Half to the Complainer, and the other Half to the County 
ae Treafury. | l 


An A& for the Punifhment of Burglary and Robbery. 


BE it enalted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Ereerzen of 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of thé 
fame, That whofoever thall commit Burglary, by breaking up any Dwel- 
Any Perion ling-Houfe, or Shop, wherein Goods, Wares, and Merchandize are kept ; 
“guilty of or fhall rob any Perfon in the Field, or High-Way ; fuch Perfon to of- 
turglary to fending, fhall for the firt Offence be branded on the Fore-Head with thé | 
ye branded, capital Letter B, on a hot Iron, and have one of his Ears nailed to a Poft 
topt, && and cutoff ; and alfo to be whipt on the naked Body Fifteen Stripes. __ 
ie Anp for the fecond. Offence, fuch Perfon fhall be branded as aforefaid,. 
and have his other Ear nailed and cut off as aforefaid, and be whiped on 
the naked Body Twenty-five Stripes 7 
Anp if fuch Perfon fhall commit the like Offiince a Third Time, hé 
fhill be put to Death, as being Incorrigible. 


An A& for the marking of Cattle, Swine, &c. E 


Preamble T O prevent Difputes, and Differences that may arife in the owning and 
` claiming of Cattle, Sheep, and Swine, that may be Loft or Stray away, 


Eit enafied, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
Price P B the State of Vermont, in General Affembly ait and by the Authority of the: 
ear mark or Jame, That all the Owners of any Cattle, Sheep, or Swine, within this State, 
brand them, fhall ear Mark, or Brand, all their Cattle, Sheep, and Swine, that are above 
Half a Year Old and that they hali caufe their feveral Marks to be re- 

giftred in the Town Book. 

On Penalty Anp whatfoever Cattle, Sheep, or Swine, fhall be found unmarked, and 
of 3s. per = not branded as aforefaid ; the Owners thereof fhall forfeit and pay Three 
Head. Shillings per Head, one Half whereof fhall be to the Complainer, and the 

other Half to the Town Treafury. 


An AG relating to Bills of Divorce. - 


BE it enaffed, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Preemen. 

of the State of Vermont, in General Ajfembly met, and by the Authority of 

the fame, That no Bill of Divorce fhall be granted to Man or Woman law~ 

fully married, bur in Cafe of Adultery, or fraudulent Contract, Aas bliss 
i i , elertio] 


Encroachment on High-Ways. 


oe - 


. woog i Sp ae 
Defertion for Three Years, with total Neglect of Duty; or in Cafe of. 
Seven Years Abfence of one Party, not heard of : After due Enquiry is. 
made, and the Matter certified to the Superior Court, in which Cafe the 
other Party may be deemed and- accounted fingle and' unmarried. And 
in that Cafe, and in all other Cafes aforementioned, a Bill of Divorce may 
be granted by. the Superior Court. to the agetieved Party, who may then. 
lawfully marry, or be married again. 


ost 


ed 


n AÅ to prevent Encroachments on High-Ways, and 
on common and undivided Lands. 


=| 


É it enadied, 


© 


-Bill of Di- 


and it is bereby inated by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen™ 


vorcemay bé 
obtai ned, ig 


tale, &c. 


_ ™* of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of — 


‘the Jame, That if any Perfon hath within the Space of Three Years, taken 
. or thall take, any Part of any High: Way; or common, or undivided Land 
into his Field, or Inclofure ; or ereét any Fence thereon, -in fuch Manner 
that the faid High-Way is itraightened, and made nartower than before ; 
Or any Part of the common of undivided Land is encroached upon ; the 
Select-men of the Town wherein the Offence is committed; or a Committee 
appointed by fuch Town for that Purpofe ; or a Committee appointéed for 
that End by the Propřietořs of the commonor wadivided Land encroached 
— upon, (which Committees fuch Town and Proprietors are enabled to ap= 
` point) of any thréé of fach Proprietors are hereby direéted and impowered 
to give Noticeor Warning to the Perfon or Perfons fo offending, that if hé 
Ór they; do not caufé thé faid Fence or Encroachment to be removed; in fuch 
convenient Time as the faid Slect-inen, Committee, or Proprietors giving 
the Warning fhall fet, not exceedig the Space of one Month after fuch 
Notice or Warning given ; the faid Select-men, Committee, or Proprietors; 
giving fuch Watning, fhall caufe fuch Fence, or Encroachment, to be pul- 
led down and removed it , a os 
_ Anp if thë Petfon of Perloñs Warned as aforefaid; do not caufe fuch 
Fence or Enctoachment to be removed, within the Time fo to be fét and 
limited as aforefaid ; it hall be lawful for the faid Sele&-men; Committee, 


of the faid three Proprietors, and they are hereby impowered to remove, 


or catife the faid’ Fence; or Encroachment; to be removed. 


Perfons enz 
croachiiig on 
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be warned to 
remove fuck 
encroach: 
ment, 


Such tò be 
removed, 


- Awo if the Perfons offending as aforefaid, fhall. commit’ the like Offence, - 


by taking in the fame, or a greater or lefler Quantity of any High: Way, 

common or litidivided Land, where his Fence has been removed às afore- 
faid ; he thall incur the Penalty of Four Pounds for every fuch Offence; 
as often as he fhall commit the fame ; to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, Ac- 
tion, or Information, by the Perfons who gave the Warning, and caufed the 
faid, Fence, or Encroachment; to be removed ; one Half of the Penalty to 
be to the Profecutors, with Coft of Profecution ; and the other Half to the 
‘Fown Treafury of the Town wherein the Offence is committed: In which 
Trials no Review nor Appeal fhall be allowed, | z 

AnD that every Perfon profecuted for faid Offence, fhall be deemed 
guilty thereof, unlefs he can fatisfy the Court that hath Cognizance thereof, 


that he did itnot Himfelf, not by his Order, nor Cdnfent, caufe or procure 
faid Offence to be committed, ou . 
i A ; Y > 
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And be it enaited by the Anthority aforefaid, That if thofe, or any of:thofe 
Perions that fhal pull down: and remove fuch Fence or-Encroachment, as . 
aforefaid, fhall be fued in Trefpafs for fo doing, by any ‘Perfon or Perfons' 
whofe Fence thall be fo pulled dowg, or removed ; fuch Selec&-men, Com- 


T ed 
ae Re 


mittee, ‘or Proprietors, who fhall pull down and remove faid Fence, -or 
catite the fame‘to be done, may plead not guilty tand give this A& in Evi- 
dence on the Trial ©” e.g 7 s a. 
Ann if the Plaintiffor Plaintiffs, in fuch Action, fhall not prove that the 
Fence removed, when ftanding, was well on the Bounds of his or their’ 
Lands, or-of their Lands for whom the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs hold the 
fame, and fo was not any Encroachment, as aforelaid, Verdict fhall be 
given in Favor of the Defendants ;—In which:Cafe,as alfo in Cafe of Non- 


a Judgment fhaill be rendered for double Cofts in Favor of the Defen« 
ants. Siig og, 8 


An A& concerning Grand-Jurymen. 


BE it enatted, and ii is hereby enatted by the Reprefentasives of the Freemee 
of the State of Vermont, ix General Affembly met, cud by tke Authority of 
the fame, That every Town in this State, on the Day of their annual Towna. 
Meeting for electing Town Officers, fhall elect and chufe one or more fober, 
difcreet Perfons, of their Inhabitants, to ferve as Grand-Jurors for the ens. 
fuing Year, who fhall be {worn by the next Aiiftant, Jultice, of the Peace, 
or the Town-Clerk, ea i oe 

Bur in Cafe any Perion fo eleéted, fhall refufe to accept, and_take:the. 
Oath for fuch Officers provided, and ferve as aforefaid, (uniefs-he render æ, 
fatisfying Reafon to the Town-Meeting, cr to the Authority before whom. 
he thall be called to take the Oath, why he ought not to ferve, as aforelaid); 
he, for fuch Refufal, fhall incur the Penalty of Forty Shillings; and another _ 
Perfon fhall be chofen in his Room, who fhall, upon Acceptance, be fworn: 
as aforefaid. And the Names of fuch Grand-Jurors fhall, by the Clerk of 
the Town, be returned to the Clerk of the County Court within the fame 
County ; and the faid Clerk of the County Court fhall, by his Writ, fom- 
mon {uch a Number of the faid Grand-Jurors within the faid County, as, 
fhal] be neceffary, to attend and ferve at the faid County; Courts. | 

Ano if any fuch Grand-Juror, fo as aforefaid required and fummoned 
to ferve on the Grand-Jury, fhall neglect or refufe to appear, (unlefs. he; 
fhall give fufficient Reafon for his Retufal) shall forfeit and pay the Sum, 
of Thirty Shillings. ) a PU 

Anp all Grand-Jurors hall diligently enquire after, and due Prefentment. 
make, of all Mifdemeanors and Breaches of Law, whereof they have Cogs, 
nizaice, whether the fare were committed hetore faid Grand-Jurors were- 
chofen and fworn to faid Office, or afterwards; which Prefentment they 
fhall feafonably make to the Court, or to fome Affiftant or Juftice of the 
Peace, that the Offeuders may be dealt with according to Law, 

Anp if any Grand-Juryman after he is {worn, thall neglect to make 
feafonable Prefentment of any Breach ot Law whereof he hath Cognizance,,, 
he fhall pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings. | 

Aux which Penalties fhail be and belong to the Town Treafury of the; 
Town where fuch Grand-Juror dwells, -~ 
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|» Anp all Grand-Jürymen fhal) be allowed Fifteen. Shillings per Day for _ ee 
their Time of Attendance, and Six Pence per Mile for their Travel, when. Grand juror 
they: thall be required to give their Acteridance at the faid County Court, fees, / 

tobe paid out of the County Treafury. - bo a . 

-Aw every Town in this State that fhall negle& or refufe tomake choice ~ol, fine for 
‘iof Grand-Jurors as aforefaid, fhall, fer every fuch Necle& or Retalal, incur town’s ne- 
the Penalty of Ten Pounds to the Treafury. of the County. wherein fuch gieéttochu“e 
‘Towa lieth, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information. ` Grand jarore 
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S An A& for the Partition of Lands. 


e + 


E it enatted, and if is hereby. enadted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
~~” the State of Vermont, in General Ajjembly met, and by the Mutbirity of tbe Cimma 

fame, Thatall Perfoas having or holding, or‘that hallat any Time hereaf- lands how 
ter have or hold any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditatbents as Coparceners, . divided, ` 
Joint-Tenapts, or Tenants in Common, may be compelled by Writ of 
Partition, to, divide the fame,. where: the Partners cannot ‘agree to make | 
Partition among themfelves. Toe l tm 

Provided sways, That this. A& extend not:to Town Commons or Profa; 
fequeftered Lands. ne 

And be it enafied by the Authority. aforefaid;: Tiat the Guardians of all” 

Minors fhali, and-are hereby (with the Affiftancé of fuch Perfons asthe Guardians to 
Court of Probate hall for that End-appoint) fully impowered fo make a't for mis 
Divifion of any fock Land, with the furviving Partners or Tenants, as 2° 
fully and amply as the Original Partners andTenants might or could - 
havedone. And-all fuch Minors, their, Heirs, and Afigas, hali be firmly- . 

Boutid and Concluded by any fuch Divifion made by their Guardians. - - 
_ Anp the feveral Courts of Probates ate:hereby direéted, upon the Ap- ATftanto 2 
plication of fuch Partner, or Tenant, or Guardian to any Minor, to ap- appointed, 
‘point any fuitable Perion to affift fuch Guardians in wiaking ‘Divifion as - 
| wp all Perfons having Right ih any fuch Lands'upon fuch Appoint-> m 
ment, hal forthwith come toa Divifica of the fame. P fo PP Panien Gall 
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An’ A& for preventing the Sales. of real Eftates. of 
| Heirefies, without their Confent. a 


RE it enalied, and it is hereby enaRed by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
> the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the Efla ` 

. re mie tos of 
fame, That if any real Eftate, whereof any Woman at the Time of her hein iis not 
Marriage is feized, as her Eftate of Inheritance, or does during fuch Covers to ba Did 
ture become fo, either by Defcent, or otherwife, fhall not be alienable by  withouttheir 
her Hufband’s Deed, without her Confent, teftified by her Hand and Seal confent. 
fét to fach Deed, and acknowledged before fome Magiftrate. ; . 

Anp that all Sales, or Alienations of fuch Eftates, whether abfolute or Such fales ta 

conditional, which fhall hereafter be made without fuch Confent, witnefitd be void, 
aad - acknowledged as eby dec 


aforefaid, are hereby declared and madeé to be ip 
Faéfo null and void, me Are pereoy ipfo 


i , l Provided 
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Limiting Profecutions. Punifhing Lying. 


“oe 


 'Provifo. 


_ An A@ for the Limitation of Profecutions in divers 


Profecuntions 
rocommence 
within one 
year, 


or be roid. 


Provilo. 


Penalty for 
publifhing a 


wg 


ad Offence. 


- 3d Offence. 


A . 


Provided neverthelefs, That if any Wife, at the Time of fuch Alienation 


_ of fuch Eftate to her belonging, did actually refufe to give her Affent to 


fuch Sale made by her Hufband, that then fhe fhall be underftood and `` 
taken to hold the faid Eftate; and neither fhe nor her Heirs fhall be barred 
from Recovery of the fame. . 


a 


Cafes: a oa 


E it enaéted, and it is bereby enalied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemin 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That no Perfon fhall be indicted, profecuted, informed againft, 
complained of, or compelled to anfwer before any Court, Affiftant, or 
Juftice of the Peace within this State, for the Breach of any penal Law, or 
for other Crimes or Mifdemeanors, by Reafon whereof a Forfeiture belongs 
to any public Treafury, unlefs the Indi€tment, Prefentment, Information, 
or Complaint, be made and exhibited within One Year after the Offence is 
committed. S 

Anp every fuch Indiétment, Prefentment, Information, and Complaint, 
that is not made and exhibited as aforefaid, within the Time limited for the 
fame, as aforefaid, fhall be void, and of none Effect. . 

Provided always, That this A& fhall not-extend to any capital Offence, 
nor to any Crime that may concern Lofs of Member, of Banifhment, or‘any 
Treachery againft this State, nor to any Pilfering and Theft; any Thing 
cont aed in this Act to the contrary notwithftanding. 


An A& for the Punifhment of Lying, 


BE it enadted, and it is bereby enatied by thé Reprefentatives of thé Freemta — 
of the State of Vermont, în General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame That every Perfon of the Age of Difcretion, which is accounted 
Fourteen Years, who fhall wittingly and willingly make or publifh any 
Lie, which may be pernicious to the public Weal, or tend to the Damage 
ot Injury of any particular Perfon, or to deceive and abufe the People with 
falle News, or Reports, and be thereof duly convicted before any Court, 
Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, {fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be fined for 
the firft Offence Forty Shillings; or if unable to pay the fame, then fuch 
Perfon to fit in the Stocks not exceeding Three Hours. 

Anp for the fecond Offence in that Kind which fuch Perfon fhall be 
conviéted of, fhall be fined double the aforefaid Sum ; and if unable to pay 


.the fame, fhall be whipped on the naked Body, not exceeding Ten Stripes. 


Anp for the third Offence, double the Fine for the fecond ; or if the 
Party be unable to pay the fame, then t3 be whipped not exceeding Twenty 
Stripes : And yet if any fuch Perfon hall offend in that Kind, and be 
legally convicted thereof, fuch Perfon, either Male or Female, fhall be fined 
‘Ten Shillings each Time more than formerly ; or if-unable to pay fuch. 
Fine, then to be whipped as aforefaid, with Five Stripes more each Time 
than formerly, but not exceeding Thirty Nine Stripes at any Time., dd 
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Provided neverthelefs, That no Perfon thall be barred of bis juft Aéion P E 
of Slander, or Defamation, or otherwife, by any Proceeding upon this Act, SST: 
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An A@ for licencing and regulating. Houfes of public 
Entertainment, or Taverns ; and for fupprefling 
unlicenced Houfes, - : i 
QE it enatted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repréfentatives of the Freemen of - 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That the Magiftrates, Seleét-men, Conftables, and Grand-Jurymen, Authority to 
in| the re{pective Towns in this State, fhall fome Time in tne Month of ominite i2 
March annually, nominate the Perfon- or Perfons whom they, or the major vern keepers 
Part of them, think fit and fuitable to keep an Houfé or Houfes of public 
Entertainment in the faid Town, for the enfuing Year ;: which Nomination 
‘hall be fent by them to the next County Court in that County ; which | County 
Court fhall grant Licences to the. faid Perfons‘ accordingly,. to keep an Court to 
Houle or Houfes of public Entertainment for the Year enfuing, and to no grant cence 
others—Which Licence fhall be in Forcé for one Year, and no more, * 
‘Bur if the County Court are of the Opinion that the Number nominated 
in any Town be.too grear, they fhall have Liberty to leflzn the fame’; and - i 
may allo retufe to grant Licences to fuch Perfons as they fhall, on Infor- Or refofe; 
matioi and Proof made, judge to be wholly unfit and unqualified for fuch 
Truft, fuch Nomination notwithftanding. : ae! 
Always provided, Such Court fhal take a Bond to the Treafurer of the ane 
County, in the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, of every fuch Perfon to: Provido; 
whom fach Licence fhall be granted, for the due Obfervance of all the Laws 
that are made refpecting Tavern-Keepers, or Houfes of public Entertain- 
ment, i l i i 
Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That for the prefent Year, ia heats S 
the Tavern-Keepers thall be chofen in the Month of Fane next, arid fhall ne oe. in 
be licenced by one Afiiftant and one Juftice of the Peace, or by one Judge tase. 
of the Superior Court and one Jultice of the Peace, under the fame Regu- i 
. dations as in future they are to be licenced by the County Court, aay Thing 
in this Act to the contrary notwithftanding. Ann : 5 
_ Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That when, ana fo often as 
the Authority, Seleét-men, and Grand-Jurymen, in any Town ; or where 
there are no Affiftant or Juftice living in any Town, the Sele&-men and 
Grand-Jurors fhall underftand that any Perfon in fuch Town is a Tavern- Pave: 
Haunter, or {pends his Time idly at any fuch Houfe of Entertainments, henuters to * 
they, or the major Part of them fhall, at their Difcretion, caufe the Names have their 
of uch Tavern-Haunters to be polted at the Door of every Tavern in the names pofted 
fame Town, by fetting up a Certificate, under their Hands, forbidding &ç. 
every Tavern-Keeper in fuch Town, on the Penalties contained in this A&, 
- to entertain, or iuffer any fuch Perfon or Perfons therein named, to have or 
„drink any ftrong Liquors, of any Kind whatfoever, in or about their ` 


Houies, until fuch Authority, Sele&t-men, and Grand-Jurors, fhal agree 
‘to take off iuch Prohibition l ; 


~ 
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: Axo that if any Tavern-Keeper fhall, after {uch pofting of any Perfon's 
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Name, and Notice thereof given by any. of the faid Select-men, or Grand- 
Jurors, fuffer or permit any Perfon pofted as aforefaid, to drink any Rum, 
Wine, or other ttrong Liquor, in or about his Houfe, or in any of the 
Dependences thereof, he fhalt pay as a Fine the Sum ot Three Pounds. ` 
Anp in Cafe the Perfon or Perfons, “warned as aforefaid, fhall- not, after 
fuch Warning, leave off and forbear fuch their evil Practices, the Authority: 
fhalt caufé fuch Perfon or Perfons to appear before them, and demand 
Surety for their well Behaving therein; and in Cafe fuch Perfon or Perfons 
{hall not firid’Sureties as aforefaid, then he or they fhall each one pay a Fine- 
ot Twenty Shillings, or fit in the Stocks for the Space of Two Hours, on 
fome public Time or Seafon. s A ` 
And be it further. enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Conftableg. 
and Grand-Jurors in each Town fhall, and they are hereby required cares 
fully to infpect-all Taverns or licenced Houfes in fuch Town, and make 
due Prefentment to the civil Authority, of all Perfons who fhall be found. 
tranfgreffing this At, or any Part thereof ; and alfo warr all Tavern- - 
Keepers, or Perfons licenced to keep public Houfes of Entertainment, to- 


. obferve this A&, and alt other Laws refpecting the Regulation of licenced 


Houfes, and that they do not entertain any Inhabitants of the Town where 
they dwell, contrary toLaw. . 

. Anp if fuch Officers hall find that fuch Tavern-Keepers do not obferve 
the Laws aforefaid, nor keep due Order, then they fhall make Prefentment 
thereof to the next County Court in that County, at their firft Sitting ;. 
and fuch Court fhalf caufe the Perfon fo prefented, forthwith to appear 
before them, to.anfwer to fuch Prefentment ; and if, upon Trial, juch 


“Favern-Keeper be found: guilty, the Court fhall enter up Judgment for the 


Forfeiture of the Bond given, or procured to be-given by fuch Perfon, for 
kis or her due Obfervance of all the Laws refpeéting Favern-Keepers, and- 
for Cofts. And fuch Perfon fhall forthwith, before faid Court, enter into 
a Bond of Two Hundred Pounds, in the Tenor of the former Bond ; which. 
fhall alfo be profecuted in like Manner, in Cafe of a Forfeiture. 

© Anp that whenfoever a Prefenrment is made as aforefaid,-it fhall be 
inferted that the Perfon prefented, had been warned, as aforefaid, by fuch 
Conftable or Grand-Jurymen, fuch Prefentment fhall be fufficient Evidence 
that fuch Warning was given ; and the Officers making fuch Prefentment, 
fhall be ordered by faid Court to attend the Trial, and be allowed to give 
Evidence far the Proof of the Diforders complained of; and fhall-by faid 
Court be allowed a meet Recompence for their Trouble and Charge. 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aferefaid, That no Tavern-Keeper, 
or licenced Perfon, as atorefaid, to keep a public Houfe of Entertainment, _ 
fhall be allowed to bring any Action againft any Perfon whatfoever, to 
recover of fuch Perfon any Sum or Sums of Money, or any other Thing 
whatfoever, for any Kind or Quantity of Drink fold to fuch Perfon, and. 
drank in fuch Houfe, unlefs the fame be brought within three Days after 
fuch Sale and Drinking. 

AND whereas divers diforderly Perfons oftentimes take upon them, and 
prefume to fell ftrong Liquors by Retail in fmall Quantities, without Licence ; 
and to keep Tippling-Heujes, to the promoting of Tippling, Drunkenne/s, Idle- 
nefs, and many other Immoralities; and to the great Prejudice of Perfons 
arderly licenced, and under the Regulations of Law, for the Entertainment of 
Travellers and others legally and orderly requiring the fame, WHICH 
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-Be it further enatied by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon or Perfons 
whatfoever, dwelling in this State, (except fuch as have Licence as afore- 
faid} fhall be an. Innholder, Taverner, or Seller of Wine, Beer, Ale, Cider, 
~’ Ram, or any other {trong Liquors, publicly or privately, by a lefs Quan- 
tity than a Quart of Wine, Rum, or other fuch like ftrong Liquors, or a 
Quart of Metheglin; Cider, Beer, or fuch like Drink, and that delivered 
and carried away. all at one Time, on the Penalty of forfeiting and paying 
the Sum of Three Pounds for the firft Offence, and the Sum of Six Pounds 
for the fecond Offence, and fo double for every Breach of this A& he thall, 
be convicted of Which Fines fhall be difpofed of, Half to him that 
‘complains and profecutes the fame to Effect, and the other Half to the 
Town Treafury;- EE l i 
Anp itis efpecially recommended to thofe who keep licenced Houges, to’ 
X 


WHICH to. prevent, 


pity v 


profecute the Breach of this Paragraph of this AG... 
| Asp when any :Pesfon thall bë duly convidted of keéping a Tippling- 
Houfe, or of felling Strong-Beer, Ale, Cider, Perry, Metheglin, Wine, 
Rum, or mixed Drink, or any ftrong. Drink whatfoever, by Retail in {mall 
Quantities, as aforefaid, without Licence firft had, as aforefaid, for the 
fame, and fliall be unable to fatisfy the Fine impofed by Law for fuch 
. Fran{greffion, together with the Chargé of Profecution ; or fhall not pay 
fuch Fine and Charge, and likewife give Bond for the good Behaviour, if 
it be a fecond Conviction, within thé Space of Twenty-four Hours next 
after Sentence declared’; it fhall and may be lawful for two Juftices of the 
eace, or the Court before whom the Conviction fhalt be, to order fuch 
Offender to be publicly whipped on the naked Body not lefs than Ten, 
nor exceeding Fifteen Stripes for one Offence ; andto reftrain the Offender 
in Prifon, till fuch Fine and Charges are paid, or the corporal Punifhment 
be inflicted. l i 
| An that the Oath of one credible Witnefs thall be fafficient to convi& 
any Perfon of retailing trong Liquors as aforefaid, contrary. to this A&t ; 
unlefs the Perfon fhall, in open Court, pofitively and plainly -affert and de- 
Clare, thar he is not guilty of the Fact charged upon him. of 


~~” 


men in the refpective Towns in this State, fhall, from Time to Timé; 
make diligent Search and Enquiry after all Perfons who are reputed.to fell 
or vend ftrong Liquor by Retail, in {mall Quantities as aforefaid, without 
Licence as aforefaid obtained, and make Preientment of all fuch- Perfons to 
-the next Affiftant or Juttice of the Peace ; which Affiftant or Juftice hall, 
by a proper Warrant, order fuch Perfon or Perfons fo prefented, to appear 
before him, and caufe him or them to give Bond with-a Surety, to the Value 
of Ten Pounds, that he or they, will not fell or vend any. ftrong. Drink 
by Retail in fmall Quantities as aforefaid, without Licence firit had and 
obtained, and be of good Behaviour until the next: County Court in that 
County ; and alfo appear before the faid Court and take up faid Bond, 
unlefs faid Court thall fee caufe to continue the fame; which the Court may 


do if they judge proper. 


os 


Anp if any fuch Perfon or Perfons hall refufe to become bound as a- 
` forefaid, the Authority before whom he or they: fhall be brought, fhall by 
Mittemus commit fuch Perfon or Perfons,to the common Goal in that 
County, there to remain at his or their own Charge, till he or they will 
give Bond as aforefaid. ° ¢ AND 
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And be it further enalied by the Authority aforefaid, That the Grand- Jury- s 
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Anp that if any fuch Perfon or Perfons giving Bond as aforefaid, fhall 
at any Time after the giving fuch Bond, be prefented to-the County Court 
of that County by the Grand-Jurors, on Sufpicion of retailing ftrong 
Drink in fmall Quantities, without Licence as atorefaid, fuch Prefentment 
fhall be taken by the Court to be fufficient Evidence againft the Perfon fo 
prefented, to convict him, her, or them, of the Forfeiture of fuch Bonds or 
Recognizance, unlefs he or fhe fhall be acquitted by a Jury of Twelve 
Freeholders of the Neighbourhood, declaring upon their Oath, that they be- 


lieve fuch Perfon is not guilty ; which Jury, the Party at his Defire and 
Charge, may have the Liberty of. 


An Act againft Forgery. 


BE it enalied, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That if any Perfon or Pertons thall willingly and iallely forge 
and make, or caufe to be forged, or made ; or shall aid, abet, help, or affift, 
in the faliely forging and making any falfe Deed, Conveyance, Will, 
Teftament, Bond, Bill, Receipt, Releafe, Acquittance, Letter of Attorney, 
or any other Writing to prevent Equity and Juftice ; fuch Perfon or Pers | 
fons being thereof duly convicted, ihalli ftand in the Pillory three feveral 
Days of public Meeting, not exceeding Two Hours each Day, and render 
and pay to the Party or Parties injured thereby, double Damages, to be 
recovered by Action founded on this At ; and fhall alfo be rendered un- 
capable, and be difenabled to’ give any Evidence or Verdict in any Court,. 
or before any Magiftrate or Juftice of the Peace. 
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An A& againft fraudulent Conveyances.. 


BE it enafled, and it is hereby enatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That all fraudulent and deceittul Conveyances of Lands, Tene- 
ments, Hereditaments, Goods or Chattles ; and all fuch Bonds, Suits, 
Judgments, Executions, or Contracts, made to avoid any Debt or Duty 
of others, fhall {as againft the Party or Parties only whofe Debt or Duty 
is fo endeavored to be avoided, their Heirs, Executors, or Affigns) be ut- 

terly void, any Pretence, or feigned Confideration notwithftanding. i 
Ann every of the Parties to fuch a fraudulent Conveyance, Bond, Suit, 
Judgment, Execution, or Contraét, who being privy thereunto, that fhall 
wittingly juftify the fame to be done, Bona Fide, and upon Confideration ; 
or fhall alien and affign any Lands, Leafes, Goods, or Chattels, fo to them 
conveyed as aforefaid, fhall forfeit one Year’s Value of the Lands, Leate, 
Rents, Common, or other Profits out of the fame ; and the whole Value of 
the Goods and Chattels, and alfo fo much Money as fhall be contained in 
fuch covenous Bond or Contract, and being thereof convicted, fhal alfo 
fuffer Half a Year’s Imprifonment without Bail :— Which above Forfeiture 
fhall be equally divided between the Party grizved, and the County Trea- 
furer ; except the Purchafer make it appear by two Witnefles, ae a 
ontrack- 
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Contract or Bargain was made, Bona Fide, and on good Confideration, be- 
fore any Seizure made by the Creditor or Officer of the Eftate fo conveyed ; 
and that it was without any Defign of Fraud, to defeat the Creditor of his 
jut Dues. JE 
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‘An AG for preventing and fuppreffing of Lotteries. 
E it enatted, and it is hereby chatted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen. 

™ of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 

the famé, That wholbever fhall prefume, without fpecial Liberty from the 


General Affembly, to fet up any Lottery for the Sale of Goods, Lands, or 


Tenements ; or to fell, put off, or vend any Parcel, Parcels, or Quantity of 
Lands, Goods, or Monies, or other Things whatioever, by Way of Lot- 
tery ; or fhall, by Wagers, Shooting, or any other fuch like Way or Eger- 
cife whatfoever, offer to fell, vend, prit off; or difpofe of any Goods, Mo- 
hies, or other Things, collected or expofed to be run at fuch Adventure ; 
or fet up Notifications to entice People to bring in and depofit or rifque 
their Money or Credit, for carrying on the Defigns aforefaid, and be duly 
convicted thereof, before ary Court or Authority proper to try the fame, 
‘ fhall forteit the Value of fuch Goods; or Monies, or Things fo expofed, or 
propoled to be expofed ‘to Sale, or drawn for ; the one Half to him that 
fhall profecucée the fame to Effeét, and the other Half to che County 
Treafury of-that County Where the Offence is committed. . 
Ano all Grand-Jurois; and others ordered by Law to make Prefent- 
ment of Breeches of Law, are directed (when no Informer or Profecutor 
appears) to make Prefentment of the Breaches of this Act. 
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An AG for tlie Punithment of Man-Slaughter. 


RE it enatted, and it is hereby enafied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
=" -of thé State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That whatfoever Perfon fhall be guitty of the Crime of Man- 
Slaughter, or the wilful killing another Perion,. without Malice, or Fore- 
thought, and-be thereof legally convicted, by Confefiton or Verdict, before 
any of the Superior Courts of this State, fhall forfeit to the public Treafury 
of this State, all the Goods and Chattels which to him or her belonged at 
the Time of committing the faid Crime, and be further punifhed by Whip- 
ping on the naked Body, and be ftigmatized, or burnt on the Hand with 
the Letter M, on a hot Iron; and thall alfo be foréver difabled in the Law 
from giving Verdict or Evidence in any Court in this State. ` 

~ Provided neverthelefs, That if any Perfon, in the jut and neceffary De- 
fence of his Life, or the Life of any other, fhall kill any Perfon attempting 
to rob or murther, in the Field or High-Way, op to break into any Dwel- 
ling Houfe, if he conceives he cannot, with Safety of his own Perfon, 


otherwife-take the Felon or ‘Affailant, or bring him‘to Trial, he.thall be 
holden guiltlefs. 
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i An A& for the Punifhment of Murder; 


E it enatted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repréfentatives of the Freemen af 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
Murderers /2%> That if any Perfon fall commit any wilful Murder, upon Malicé, 
to be put to Hatred, or Cruelty, not in a Man’s jyft and neceffary Defence, nor by 
death. Accident againft his Will ; or fhall fay or kill another through Guile, - 
ae by poifoning; or other fuch devilifh Practices, he fhall be put to 
eath. = 
_ AND «ibereas many lewd Women, that have been delivered of Baftard 
Children, ta avoid their Skeme, and to efcape Punifhment, do fecretly bury, or 
conceal tke Death of their Children; and after, if the Child be found dead, 
ibe faid Women do alledge that the faid Ghild was born dead, whereas it fal- 
Jeth cut fometimes (although bardly it is to be proved) that the faid Child or. 
Children were murdered by the faid Women their lewd Mothers, or by their 
Affent or Procurement : . 
_ BE it therefore further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Woman be delivered of any Iffue of her Body, male or female, which, if 
Ifa baftara 1 were born alive, would be a Baftard ; and that fhe endeavored privately, 
be fund  Cither by drowning, or fecret burying thereof, or any other Way, either 
dead, the By herfelt, or by the procuring of others fo to conceal the Death theréof, 
mothertob: that it'may not come to Light whether it was born alive or not, but bé 
put todestb, concealed ; in every fuch Cafe, the Mothier fo offending fhall be accounted 
anoles, &c. guilty of Murder, and fhall fuffer Death therefor, as inCafe of Murder :— 


Except fuch Mother can make Proof by one Witnels (at leaft) that fuch ° | 
Childwasborn dead. 


An A@ againft breaking the Peace. 


BE it enaéfed, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

i of the State of Vermont, in General Affimbly met, and by the Authority of 

Penal _ the fame, That whofoever fhail difturb or break the Peace, by tumultuous 

enalty for ; . : : f 

breakiag the and offenfive Carriages, threatning, traducing, quarrelling, challenging, 

peace, by affzulting, beating, or ftriking any other Perfon; fuch Perfon or Perfons, 
firiking, &c. {ooffending, fhall be liable to pay to the Party hurt or ftricken jut Damages; | 

l and alfo fhall pay fuch Fine, as on Confideration of the Party fmiting, or 

being finitten, and with what Inftrument, Danger more or leis, Time, 

Place, and Provocation, fhall be judged juit and reafonable, according to 

the Merit of the Offence, as the Juitice or Juftices fhall determine. 

-Ann if fach Offence be aggravated by fome notorious and high-handed 

Highhanded Violences, the Offender or Offenders fhall be bound over to the next 

cffeace. County Court, to anfwer for fuch Offence. | 

Be it further enaSted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Surety of the 

Bond to be Peace, or good Behaviour, as the Merit of the Cafe fhall require, may and 

given for hall be granted, by any Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace in this State, againft 

a . beha- 33] andevery Perfon orPerfons, who by threatning Words, turbulentBehaviour, 

a or actual Violence, or by any other unlawful Action fhall terrify or difquiet 

any of the Inhabitants of this State; and if fuch Ofender or Offenders 

- fhali negleét or refufe to find fuch Svreties, he or they hall be committed 
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| l Breaking the, Peace, o „o 95 


. ‘to the common 
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-Goal of thé County where. the Offence is committed, there 
to remain until he or they fhall find fuch Sureties; or be there delivered by 
dé Courfe of Law. F — 


=- ‘Be it further enatied by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Perfon thall: 
abufe-any Magiftrate, or Jaftice of the Peace ;, or refift, or abufe any She-. 


- 


riff, Conftable; or other Officer, in the Execution of his Officé ; fuch Per- 


: : 1C n ot ms Office s : Penaliy fof 
fotr or Perfons fhall find Suretits for the Peace and-good Behaviour, 


abufing and 


útil the hext Courty Court in that, County ; or on Refufal, may refifling au, 


be committed to the common Goal, there to remain -until the next thority, 
County Court: Which Court fhall take Cognizance of the Wrongs and 
Abufes done to fuch Officer or Officers, by fuch Offender. or Offenders, 
and lay fuch Penalty upon bim.or them (he or they being thereof legally 
convicted) as the Merit of the Offence fhall deferve, appearing by the 


- Cireumftances of the fame, rior exceeding Sixty Pounds. 


AND ‘whereas fomé Perfons do fecretly attempt Mifchief and Hurt to others, 
and do commit great Ouirages upan them, in fuch Manner that Proof cannot 
,. cafily be had. T E ee A 
l FOR thé detécting and-punifbing of whith... -  _ 
BE it further enacted by the Auibority aforéjaid, "That-if any Perfon. 
fhall break the Peace, by fecretly affaulting, beating, maiming, wounding, 


` or hurting another ; the Perfon fo affaulted and injured, making A pplicati- 


on.and Complaint to the next Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, thewing 
him what Hurt or Wound he has recéived thereby,. fuch Affiftant or Juf: perfons fe: 
tice fhalt forthwith grant out a Writ, directed to the Sheriff ofthe County, sretly atul 
his Deputy, of Cofftable of the Town wheré fuch Affault thali~be made, ting,&c how 
commanding them, or either of them, to arreft and bring before him dealt with, 
fuch Perfon fo affaulting, to anfwer fuch Complaint; who; upon Oath oa 
being madé apainft him of fuch Affault, and of the Wounds or Bruies ° 
thereby received, by the Perfon affaulted and beaten, fhall be bound ina ~ 
fulGicient Bond, with Sureties, for his Appearance at the next County 

Court in thatCounty, to anfwerto the Complaint; as aforefaid-; And in Cafe 

of Refufal tó become bound, ai aforefaid, fuch Perfon complaised of. {halk ` 

be committed to the common Goal of the County, there to remain till the 


R < 


ext Seffions of faid County Court: ER 
| 


_ Awp if the Perfon fo bound, or committed, thall not, on Trial of the 
Cafe, fatisfy the Court that he was at fome other Place, at the’Time ‘the : 
faid Affault was made, and was not the Perfon who gave the Affault, he thatk 
bė judged guilty, and fhall be fénténced to pay the Perfon affaulted and ~ > 
ihjured all fuch Damagés as he thall have fuftained by tuch Affaule and Wot able to 
Beating; or in Cafe fuch Damages cannot then be computed, the Offender clear them- 
fhall ‘give Bond, with fufficient Surety or Sureties; to pay all uch Damages feivës, to pay 
as {hall afterwards be awarded by faid -Court at fome other Seffions, tọ. all damages. 
which the Cafe fhall be continued, together with Coft of Profecution ; 
nd alfo pay to the Tredfurer of ‘the County fuch Fine as the faid. Court 9 —-" 

all order, not éxceetling the Sum of Thirty Pounds, and ftand comaiitted 

till Sentence is performed. ra : . | 


f> * 


An 


AUTS AND LABS 


$6 


Punifhing of Perjury. — 
. < D 


Penalty of 
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& 6 months 
imprifon- 
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An A@ for the Punifhment - of Ferjury. 


YE it enaited, and it is hereby enafted by the Reéprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That if-any Perfon or Perfons, either by che Subordination, un- 
Jawtul Procurement, Reward, finifter Perfuafion, or Means of any other, | 
or by thetrown AG Confent, or Agreement, fhall wilfully and corruptlycom- 
mit any Manner of wilful Perjury, by bis or their Depofition in any Court 
of Record, upon. Examination; that then every Perfon or Perfons, fo 
offending, and being thereof duly convicted, or attainted by Law, fhall, — 
tor his or their Offence, forfeit the Sum of Fifty Pounds; the one Moiety 
thereof tothe public Treafury of this State, and the other Moiety to {uch 
Perfon or Perfons as fhall be grieved, hindered, or molefted, by Reafon of - 
any fuch Offence, that fhall tue for the fame, by Action of Debt; Bill, 
Plaint, Intormation, or otherwife, in any Court of Record in this State, 


An alfo be imprifoned by the Space of Six Months, without Bail or 
Mainprize. — wv fe 


Ann the Oath of fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offending, thall not be recei- 
ved in any Court whatfoever in this State, until fuch Time as the Judg- 
ment given againft the faid Perfon or Perfons fhall be reverfed, by Attaint, 
of otherwife. : i : 

Anp upon every fuch Reverfal, the Party aggrieved to recover his or 
their Damages, againft all and every fuck Perfon or Perfons as did procure 
the faid Judgment, fo reverfed, to be given againft them, or any of them, 
by Action or Actions upon his ur their Cate or Cafes, according to the 
Courfe of Common Law. i 


` Anp if it fhall fo happen that the faid Offender or Offenders, fo offend- 
ing, have not Goods and Chattels to the Value of Fifty Pounds, that then: 
he or they fhall be fet in the Pillory by the Space of Two Hours, in fome 
County Town where the Offence was committed, or next adjoining to the 
Place where the Offence was committed ; and to have both his Ears nailed 
and cut off; and from thenceforth be difcredited, and difabled forever ‘to 
be {worn in any Court whatfoever, until fuch Time as the Judgment fhall 

be reverfed. : - 
. Awp all and every Perfon or Perfons, who fhall unlawfully and cor- 

ruptly procure any Witnefs or Witneffes, by Letters, Rewards, Promifes, 

or by any other finifter and unlawful Labour or Means whatfoever, to 

commit any wilful or corrupt Perjury, in any Matter or Caufe whatfoever, 
depending, ‘or that fhal] be depending in Suit and Variance, by any Writ, 
Action, Bill, Complaint, or Information, in any Court, or before any 

Committee ; every fuch Offender, being thereof duly convicted, or attainted 
by Law, fhall, for his or their Offince, be proceeded agairft, and fuffer 
the like Pains, Penalties, Forfeitures, and Difabilities, in all Refpects, ds 
above-mentioned. - 
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ACES AND LAWS: 
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| _ Regulating Pleas. Supporting the Poor. 7 


I7 


-An A& for ordering and regulating Pleas and Pleadings. 
fe R preventing unneceffary Charge and Delays in the feveral Courts of 
Common Pleas in this State ;.and for the more regular proceeding in 

_ Trials thereon, -o . 
- BE it enaéied, and it is bereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemin 
-2 of the State of Vermont, it General Affembly met, and by the Authority:of 
the fame, That all Pleas made in Abatement of Writs or Procefits, in any 
` of the County Courts in this State, fhall be made, heard, and determined, 
and the Iffue in every Cafe joined, and an Entry thereof made, before the 

Jery is impannelied, a S 

An» in Cafe any Defendant will not make his Plea, or 

_ ment fhall be given againft him upon a Nibil Dict. 
` Tuar the general Iffue of not guilty, Ni Debet, no Wroag, or Diffeifin, 
~or any other general Plea proper to the Action, whereby the whole Decla- 
ration is put upon Proof; according to the Nature of the Cafe, may be made 
- by the Defendant ; under which General Plea, the Defendant fhall have 
_ Liberty, upon Trial of the Cafe on fuch general Ifue, to give his Title in 


~ 


join Ifftie, Judg- 


Evidence, or any other Matter in -his Defence or ‘Juftification, as the: 


- Nature of the Action may be; exceptiiig only a Difcharge from the Plain- 
tiff, or his Accord, or fome other {pecial Matter, whereby the Defendant, 
‘by the Act of the Plaintiff, is faved, or acquitted from the Plaintiffs 
` Demand in the Declaration. ` l 

` Anbo whenfoever any Party fhall fiippofe he has mifed-his Plea, whethet 
_ the general Ilue, or fpecial Plea, which would have faved him in his jutt 
< Canle, he fhall have Liberty to alter his Plea; and the oppefite Party 
_ fhall have a reafonable Time affigned him; for making Anfwer thereto +- 
| And if the new Plea be found infufficient for the juftifying him that made 


“i Gt, reafonable Satisfaction fhall be awarded by the Court before which the 


4 


| Trial is, to the other Party, for the`greater Delay which is made thereby, 
| according to the Intereft of Money, Rent of Land, or Improvement.of any 
other Thing recovered by the Suit. 


Provided neverthelefs, That no Defendant fhall, in the Trial of any 


Iffue, and a Judgment thereon hath been piven by any Court, any Thing 
to the contrary before in this: AG notwichitanding. 


An A@ for maintaining and fupporting the Poor. 


BZ it enafied, and it is hereby chatted by the Reprefentatives of the Fréemen of 

the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
| fame, That cach Town in this State fhall take Care of, fupport, and 
= maintain their own Poor.. 7 


Anp the Select-men for the Time being, or Overfters of the Poor, 


= (where any fuch are chofen) fhall have full Power to expend or difburie, 


. outof the Town Stock, or. Treafury, what they fhall judge neceffary from 
Time to Time, for the Relief and Support of any of the Poot belonging 
` to their Towns, fo far as to the Amount of Ten Pounds ; and if more be 
necdiul, the faid Seleét-men, or Overfters, or the major Part of them, hala 

. Bb . ` wit 


= 


ki 


Caufe, be admitted to demur to the Declaration, after.he has pleaded to - 


Preamble. ~ 


Pleas to bè 
made before 
the jury is 
imp:anel.eds 


. D:fendant 
refufing, &c, 
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may give ti- 
de in evi- 
dence. 


Perfons al- 
lowed to , 
make a new 

ea. 


Provifo. 
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ACTS AND LAW'S. 


\ s 


Maintaining and fupporting the Poor. 


een E A 


with the Advice of the Authority af that Town, (if any there be) expend 


S35 neater O 


and difburfe what fhall be by them judged needful for the Relief of the . 


Poor, as aforefaid, 

Axo in Cafe there be no Juftice of the Peace in any Town, the Sele. 
men, or Overleers aforetaid, of fuch Town, may act as fully as if they had 
fuch Advice in the Cate aforefaid, for the Relief af their Poor, and for the 
fupplying them, ar any of them, with Victyals, Cloathing, Fire-wood, dr 
any other Thing neceflary for their Support or Subfiftence. 


Anp if any Select-men, or Overfeers of the Paar, do negleét or refufe 
to give a jut Account, upon Oath, of what he has expended as aforefaid, 


‘and of what of the Town Stock or Money is in his Cuftody, upon Ten _ 
Days Warning, before an Affiitant or Juitice of the Peace, when called to” 


it by the Town, and to return what is not expended to and for the Uie 


aforefaid, ta the Town he or they fhall be committed, by an Affiftant or 
_juftice of the Peace, to the common Goal, there to remain, at his or their - 


own Coft and Charge, until he or they fhall give fuch Account, and make 
fuch ‘Return as aforefaid. 


Tar if any poor Perfon or Perfons, wha have had, or hall have Retief 
or Supplies from any Town, fhall fuffer their Children to live idiy, or 


- mifpend their Time ia loitering, and neglect fo bring them up or employ 


Psor child- 
ren to be 
pot to fer- 
vice. 


Perfors hav 
ing been 
warzed out 
ofany tawn, 
coming to 
want, how 
provided for. 


a 


them in fome honeft Calling, which may be. profitable to themfelves and 


athe Public; or if there fhali be at any Time any Family that cannot or do 


not provide competently for their Children, whereby they are expefed to 
Want, or Extremity; or if there be any poor Children in any .Town, be- 
longing to fuch Town, that live idly, or are expaied to Want and Diftrels, 


and there are none to take Care of them, it hall and may bz lawful for the 


Scle&t-men, or Overfeers of the Pog’, in each Town, and they are hereny 


“impowered and dire&ted, with the Affent of the next A ffiftant or Juftice of 


the Peace, to bind out any and every fuch pour Child or Children, belong- 
ing to fuch Town, to be Apprentices, or Servants, where they hall fee 
convenient, a Male Child, till he comes to Twenty-one Years of Age, and 
a Female, till fhe comes to the Age of Eighteen Yéars: Which binding 
fhall be as effectual, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if any fach Child were 
of full Age, and by Indenture of Covenant had bound him or herfelf. ~ 


- Ax» that if any Perfon or Perfons fhall come to live in any Town in 


this State, and be there received and entertained, by the Space of Twelve . 


Months; and if by Sicknefs, Lamenefs, or the Like, he or they come to 
want Relief, every fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be provided for`by that 
Town wherein he or they were fo long entertained, at faid Town’s own 
proper Coft and Charge, unlefs fuch Perfon or Perions by Law are ta be 
provided for by fome particular Perfon or Perlons ; or unlefs fuch Perfon 
or Perfors, wanting Relief, have, within the faid Twelve Months, been 
warned as the Law directs, to depart and leave the Place: And if tuch 
Warning be given, and the fame be certified to the next Superior Court to 
be held in the fame County, the faid Court fhalj) and may otherwife order 
the defraying the Charge arifing about fuch indigent Perfon or Perfons, 
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SAND LAWS: 


` Providing and maintaining Pounds; &e. ~ 


29 


An Aé for providing and maintaining Pounds ; and 
for regulating the impounding Creatures ; and for 
` preventing Refcues and Pound-Breach. 


` DRE it enatied, and it is hereby enatied by the Reprefentatives of the Freemén 
“of the State of Vermont, iz General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
‘the fame, That there fhall be made, and from Time to Time kept and 
maintained in every Town in this State, at the Charge of fuch Town, a 
fufficient Pound or Pounds, for the impounding and reftraining therein all 
fuch Horfes, Cattle, Swine, and other Creatures, as. fhall be found Damage 
Feafant, or.fhall be by Law liable to be impounded, ` 
| Ax the Select.men in each~Fown fhall from Time to Time, as Need 


7 ‘fhall require, ere and maintain a fufficient Pound or Pounds, as the 
j or fhall agree, at the proper Coft and Charge of faid 


‘Towns have agreed, 
“Town, vee er oe 

o Ax that if any Town be at any Time hereafter without a fufficient 
‘Pound for the Purpofe aforefaid, the Sele&-men of fuch Town thall forfeit 
fhe Sum of Twenty Shillings per Month, for every Month fuch Town is 
unprovided with 4 {ufficient Pound or Pounds, fo agreed upon by fuch 
“Town or Towns; ane Half to thé County Treafury, and the other Half 


to him that fhall profecute the fame to Effet :—Any one Affiftant or Jul . 


‘tice of the Peace, to hear and determine the fame. 
. ‘Provided nevertbelefs, That if any-Town have granted; or fhall grant to 
any particular ‘Parifh, Vicinity, or Part of any Town, Liberty, at their own 
Coft and Charge, to efect a Pound or Pounds for their Convéniency (which 
Grant fuch Towns are hereby impowered to make) the faid Pound or 
Pounds fhall be maintained by the faid Parifh, Vicinity, or Part of a Town; 
and the Select-men fhall not fuffer, or be punithable tor any Defeét therein, 
Be it enatied by the Authority aforefaid, hat every Perfon impounding 
any Horfes, Cattle, Swine, or other Creatures, fhall give Notice thereof to 
the Owners of fuch Creatures, as foon as may be, if the Owner be known, 
on Pain of forfeiting the fame Penalties asare hereafter in this A® ex- 
prefed for ‘fuch Perfons as having Notice of their Creatures being im- 
pounded, fhall neglect to redeem them out of Pound. i 
Tuar if'any Horfes, Catde, Swine, or other Creatures, fhall be taken 
Damage Feafant, and impounded, and the Owner thereof is not known, 
the Impounder fhall forthwith inform one of the Conftables of the Town 
thereof, who fhall cry -fuch Creatures, with their natural and artificial 
Marks, by pofting -up the fame in the Town where they are impounded, 
and in the two next neighbouring Towns from whence it may be moft 
likely fuch Creatures came. ae. 
| Anp if no Owner doth appeat in Twenty. Days after fuch Creatuires are 
cried and pofted as aforefaid, then fo many of the faid Creatures fhall, by 
the faid Conftable, be fold atan Outcry, as may be fufficient to fatisty the 
Damages and Pounding, and Meat and Water, with the Charges arifing 
for crying and felling the fame. l 
Ano the Marks, natural and artificial, of the Creatures fo fold, hall be 
entered in the Towa Clerk’s Office ; together with an Account of the 
Charges arilen, and the Price of the Creatures, and the Sum of the Over- 
plus remaining, (if any be) after the Town Clerk is fatisfied for Entry 3 
i - i an 
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100 ©. Providing and maintaining Pounds, &c. 


© and fach Overplus fhall be delivered to the Town Treafurer, to be kept- * 
for the Owner: But if no Owner appear within one Year, faid Overplus . 
fhall belong to the faid Town’s Treafury. ee, ida sth l 
Provided neverthelefs, That all Horfes and Cattle, that fhall be impound- 
. ed out of any particular Inclofure, and thé Owner of fuch Horfes and ` 
P.ovifo. Cattle is not known, the Impounder fhall inform one of the Conftables of 
the Town, who fhall cry the fame, as aforefaid. ae 
Awnp all Horfes, fo impounded, fhail be alfo cried in the Town where 
the Brand belongs that is upon fuch Horfe or Horfes, provided the Brand 
Uorfes to bz belongs to any Town in this State , and if no Owner appear within Twenty 
cried in the Days after fetting up fuch Cries, and the Fence about the Inclofure out of 
towa where which fuch Creatures were impounded, do pafs the View according to Law, 
ia and is found fufficient by two fworn Fence-Viewers ; then fuch Horfe, | 
BS. Hor fes, or Cattle, may, by the Conftable, be fold at an Outcry; and after. 
Poundage, Damage, Charge of viewing the Fence; and all other Coft ari- 
fing as aforefaid, is fatisficd, the Overplus, ¢if any be) to be returned to. 
the Town Treafurer, to be kept for the Owner: But if no Owner appear 
within One Year, the fame thall belong to the Town Treafurer, as aforelaid, 
Always provided, That if the Owner or Owners of fuch Harfes or Cattle ` 
appear and come within faid Twenty Days, he or they fhail receive fuch 
Horie Kind, or Cattle, paying for viewing faid Fence, and uther Damages 
and Cofts, which by this Act fhall be due as aforefaid. 
Be it further enadied by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon or 
wia Perfons whofe Creature or Creatures fhall be impounded, and he or they 
ie cd notified thereof, as aforefaid, fhall not, within Twenty-tour Hours after. 
S fuch Notice to him or them given, either repleve or redeem his or their 
tle, &z, out Creature or Creatures out of the Pound, every fuch Perion or Perions fhail 
ef pound. forfeit Three Shillings per Head for every Beaft fo by him or them fuffered 
to continue in Pound, and the fame Suma Day for every Day after the 
firt Day that he or they fhall fuffer faid Creatures to continue in Pound, 
befides all neceffary Charges the Pound-Keeper fall be at, in providing 
and giving Meat and Water to fuch Creatures fo continued in Pound. 
Arr of which Forfeitures as fhall become due for Breach of this Order, 
fhall belong one Half to the Pound-Keeper, and the other Half to the 
Forfeitares Town Treatury, ( jutt Damages and Poundage being firft paid) : Any one 
how difpo- Affiftant, or Juftice of the Peace, to hear and determine the fame; and on 
fed of. Conviction of the Offender, to grant a Warrant for levying the fame, with 
Coft, out of the Eftates of the Perfons convicted as aforefaid. 
Be it enatted by the Authority aferefaid, That ali Horfe Kind, which being, 

. fuffered to go at large on the Commons, that do break into any common ` 
Horfesgoing Field, or particular Inclofure, and are there found Damage Feafant, and 
atlarge, &¢ from thence impounded; the Owner thereot (if known) fhail pay for the 

> Poundage Six-pence per Head, and Damages, notwithftanding the Infofii- 
ciency of the Fence: And in Cale the Owner of fuch Horfe or Horle Kind 
cannot be known within the Space of Twenty-four Hours after the im- 
' pounding the fame, they fhall be accounted Strays, and be liable to be - 
` proceeded ‘with as fuch. l = 
- Tuar upon the Replevin of any fuch Horfe or Horfe Kind, or other 
Suit on re- Difpute in the Law arifing on any fuch Matter, when the Impounder has 
pecvin, &c. under Oath declared the Place from whence he took faid Horfe of Horfe 
- Kind, that ualefs the Owner of fuch Horie can fhew to the Satistaction ss 
i i 
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Providing and maintaining Pounds, &c. 


the Court’or Jaftice before whom the Trial is, that the faid Horfe or Horfe 
Kind were not fuffered to go at Large on the Common, and did enrer into 
faid Field or Inclofure through the Infufficiency of fome other Part of the 
Fence not adjoining to the Common, Judgment fhall be rendered againft 
the Owners of fuch Horfe or Horfe Kind, to pay juft Damages, together 
with Coft. os . 1 


- 


. Be it further enaited, That the Fee to be paid by the Owner or Owners 

of all fuch Horfes, Cattle, Sheep, and Swine, as-fhall he taken Damage 

Feafant and impounded, : whereof Three Quarters fhall be to the Driver 

or Impounder, and One Quarter to the Keeper of the’ Key) -fhall be as 

follows, viz.—For all Horie~Kind, and Neat Cattle, One Shilling per 

. Head: for all Sheep, Two-pence per Head : for ali Swine, Nine-pence 
per Head—except where the Law provides ohterwife, 

Anp that if any Creatures, lawfully impounded, fhall efcape, and get 
out of Pound, the Owner thereof being known, fhall pay all jut Damages 
and Poundage, notwithftanding : Which fhall be as recoverable by Action 
‘of Debt, as any other Action whatfoever. e 


kJ 


` Provided, the Perfon or Perfons impounding fuch Creatures, fhall give 
Oath, that he or they took fuch Creatures Damage Feafant. 


And be it farther enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon or 


Perfuns fhall retcue any Horfes, Cattle, Sheep, Swine, or other Creatures 
taken up as aforefaid, out of the Hand or Cuftody of:any Perfon or Perfons 
going to Pound with them; or fhall refift them therein ; or.fhall by any 
Means convey fuch Creatures out of the Pound, or Cuftody #7 the Law, 
whereby the Party wronged may. be liable to lofe his Poundage and Da- 
mages, and the Law to be deluded, the Party fo offending fhail, for fuch 
. Refcues, forfeit"and pay the Sum of Forty Shillings ; and for fuch Pound- 
Breach, the Sum of Four Pounds: Three Quarters of which fhall be for 
the Ule of the Town Treafury of that Town wherein the Offence thall be 
committed, and One Quarter thereof to him who thall profecute the fame 
to Effect 5 and alio fhall pay all Damages to the Party wronged by fach 
Refcues or Pound-Breachh ` ° ` 
_ Ano if either of faid Offences be done by any Perfon or Perfons not of 
Ability to aafwer and pay the Damages and Forfeiture aforefaid,. fuch Per- 
fon or Perfons, being convicted as aforefaid, fhall, by Warrant from the 
Authority before whom the Convičtion is had, be whipped, not exceeding 
Twenty Stripes, for meer Refcue, or Pound-Breach, and fhall be affigned 


"in Service to the wronged Party, to make Satisfaction’ for the Damages he 
fhali have fuftained. ` - 


Anp if it appear that there were any Procurement of the Owner ot 
Owners of the Creatures ; or-that they were Abettors ; or if it be done by 
their Servants or Children, the faid Owner or Owners fhall pay all Damages 
and Forfeityres, as if he or they had perfonally done the fame. 


Always provided, That all Complaints for Breach of this A&, fhall be 
profecuted within Six Months after.the Offence is committed, and not after. 
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102 Refraining Stallions. Raw Hides. 


Renee e SE À et eS eN 


An A& for preventing Stallions, or Stone-Horfes, — 
running at Large in this State. . Os 


, Ea 
pE EREAŞ it has been found by Experience to be dangerous for 
“Stallions to run at Large, and a ready Way of fpoiling a good Breed of 


Horfes. 
WHICH Evils to preveni, . - . 

E it enatied, and it is hereby enaéted by the Reprefentatives of thè Freemer 

Avy flion > of te State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
runnig at the fame, 1 hat if any Perfon or Perions fhali iuffer any of his, her, or rheit” 
large, to be Stallions (of One Year old and upward) to run at Large, on any of the Com-. 
takea up,&*. mions or High- Ways in this State, (whether fettered, hoppled, ar not} it 
` {idl and may be lawful for any Perfon or Perfons, to take up, caftrate, and 

— impound every fuch Horfe, Horfes, Colt, or Colts ; which Caftration fhalt - 

be at the Rifque and Charge of the Owner or Owners. 

“Awp ifthe Owner or Owners are known, the Impounder hall forthwith 

inform him or them thereof; and the Owner or Owners being io iajormed, 

and fhall negleét or retufe to redeem fuch Horfe, Horts, Colt, or Colts, 
Inot re- ‘within Twenty-four Hours after fuch Notice given) by paying nil Cot- 
deemed, to and Charge that Hath arifen by Reafon of faid Stallion or Stallions being 
be fold. taken up, caftrated, impounded, and Trouble ot giving Informatica, it 
fhall and may be lawful for the Conftable of the Town where fuech Horfe, 

Florfes, Colt, or ‘Colts are impounded, to fell faid Horfe, Hories, Colt, of 

Colts; át añ Outéry, after pofting them Ten Days betore fuch Sale ; and 

the Monies that fhal be collected by fuch Sale, after paying all neceffary, 

Charges, Cofts, arid Damages, (if any there be) fhail be paid to the Owner 
or Owners df fuch Horfe, Horfes, Colt, or Colts. l 

-AnD if the Owner is not known, the Conitable of fuch Town thall cry, 

fuch Stallions in the three next adjoining Towns, by pofting their natura} 

and artificial Marks ; ‘and likewile in the Town or Towns where fuch 
Owner not Horfeor Horfes were branded, (provided tHe Brand belongs to any Town, 
kno-#n,tabe in this State) Twenty Days; and if no Owner or Owners appear within, 
ceriel in 3 Twenty Days, to difpofe of fuch Horfe, Horfes, Colt, or Colts, as directed 
towns, &c. = in Cafes where the Owner or Owners Were known, and negleéted or refu- 
fed to redeem them ; and the Monies arifing from iuch Sale or Sales, cif 

any be) over and above all Coft, Charges, and Danages, fhall be pur inta 

the Treafory of fuch Town where fuch Horfeor Horfes were impounded, 

there to be kept for the Owner: And if the Owner of fuch Stallions doth 

not appear within One Year after fuch impounding, the Money fhall be- 

long, and be appropriated to the Ufe of the Town where fuch Stallions 


& 


were impounded. 


+ 


An A& to prevent the felling or tranfporting raw or 
untanned. Hides or Skins out of this State, ` 


E it enafled, and it is hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 

- “ of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 
the fame, That no Perfon or Perfons hall, direétly or indirectly, fell, or 

. traniport 


- ~ 


pes 


ACTS AND LAWS- - | 


* 


Regulating Witneffes and Affidavits. 


103 


tranfport, or fend away out of this’ State, (except it be to exchange for 
Leather) any raw or untanned Hides, or Skins of any neat Cattle, (Conti- 
pental Property excepted) upon Pain of forfeiting the Sum .of Thirty 
'- Shillings Lawful Money, for every fuch Hide or Skin fo fold, tranfported, 
` or fent away ; one Half thereof to the Complainer who fhall profecute the 
fame to Effect, and the other Half to the Treafuty of the County where 
the Offence is committed. ; 


An AG relating to Witnefies, and taking Affidavits 


! ‘out of Court. 
k PrORASMUCH as it is often neceffary that Witneffes in Civil Canfes be 
| [worn out of Court, when by Reafon of living more than Twenty Miles 
, diftant from the Place where the Caufe is ta be tried, Age, Sicknefs, or other 
bodily Infirmity, they are rendered uncapable of Travel, and of appearing at 
Court. ` 
"TO the Intent, therefore, that all Witneffes may indifferently teftify their 
| certain Knowledge, and the whole Truth in the Caufe-they are ta teftify unto, 
k BE it enacted, anu it 1s hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
~~ the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
Jame, That for either of the Reafons before-mentioned, every Affiftant; or 
Juftice of the Peace, may take Affidavits out of Court, fo as a Notification, 
with reafonable Time, be.firft made out, and delivered to the adverfe Party 
GF within Twenty Miles of the Place) or left at the Place of his Dwelling, 
ee Abode, to be prefent at the Time of taking fuch Affidavit, if he 
tam Re x : l 
_ Awnp every {uch Witnefs fhall be carefully examined, and cautioned to 
teftify the whole Truth; and being fworn, the Affiftant er fuftice fhall 
atteft the fame, with the Day, Month, and Year of the taking thereof, and 
that the adverfe Party was prefent, (if fo) or that a Notification was fent 
him; and fhall feal up the Teftimony, and deliver it to the Party (it 
defired) at whofe Requeft it was taken. l 
AND nə Perfon interefted fhall write or draw up the Teftimony of any 
Witnefs in fuch Cafe, nor any Attorney in his Client’s Cauie: And if it 
manifeftly appear any Teftimony to be written or drawn up by any. inte- 
refted, or the Attorney in the Caufe; or be returned from any Affiftant or 
Futtice of the Peace, by other Hand than his own, into the Court where 
` the fame is to be ufed, unfealed, or the Seal having been broken up; alt fuch 
Fefimonies fhall be rejected by che Court, and be utterly void, and of 
none Effect in Law. ; . 
_. Puat every Affiftant or Juftice of the Peace, fhall be, and are hereby 
ampowercd, upon Requeft to him made, to.grant Summons for the Ap- 
pearance of any Witnefs before him, in any civil.or criminal Caufe, where 
the Witnels is travelling out of the State before the Time of Trial, and to 
take his Depofition in fuch Cafe, the adverfe Party being prefent, cr No- 
tification fent hie, as aforefaid.. . i 


a 


Provided neverthelefs, That Witneffes to Bonds, Specialties, Letters of - 


Attorney, and other Inftruments in, Writing under the Hand of the Party 
executing the fame ; or to Accounts, or Teftimonies relating: to. Perfons 
uc of this State, may ‘be fvorn without fuch Notification as atorefaid. 
, - 2 . Tuag 
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Regulating Witneffes, &c. Strays, and loft Goods. 


enn 


3) fine, and 


‘damages, for 


witoefles re- 
fuiing to at- 
terdon fug = 
mons. 


3_ witrefles 
to fake life. 


Witnefles 
provided for 


Ie Superior 
Court. 


Witneffes to 
wills, &c. 


Pexfons find - 
ing ftrays, or 
loft goods, to 
have them 
regiitred. 


Tuar if any Perfon or Perfons, upon whom any lawful Procefs fhall be 
Served, to teftify or give Evidence, concerning any Caufe or Matter depend- , 
ing in any Court in this State, and having tendered unto him, her, or 
them, fuch reafonable Sum or Sums of*Money for his, her, or their 
Cofts and Charges, as, having Regard to the Diftance of the Place, is ne- 
ceflary to be allowed, as the Law requires in that Behalf, do not appear 
according to the Tenor of the Procefs gr Summons, having no lawful or 
reafonable Let or Impediment to the contrary, that then the Party fo mak- 
ing Default, fhall, for every {fuch Offence, lofe and forfeit the Sum of Three 
Pounds, and fhall yield fuch further Recompence to the Party damaged, . 
according to the Lofs and Hindrance that he fhall fuftain, by Reafon of the. 
Non-appearance of the faid Witnefs or Witneffes : The faid feveral Sums 
to be recovered by the Party fo grieved, againft the Offender or Offenders, - 
by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaine, or Information, in any Court of Record. 

Be it enafied by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon fhall be put to 
Death for any Crime committed, but by the Teftimony of Two or Three - 
Witneflés, or that which is equivalent. _ 

Anp that all Witneffes upon criminal Cafes, hall have their Expences 
borne and paid out of the County Treafury, where the Cafe is tried in the 
County Courts. | - - 

Anp fuch Witneffes that attend the Superior Courts, in criminal and 
capital Cafes, fhal} have their neceflary Expences borne and paid out of the 
Srate Treafury. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Executors of 
Wilis, within this State, fhall have Liberty to have the Witneties to fuch 
Wills examined and fworn in the ufual Fotm, before the next Affiftant or 
Juttice of the Peace; which Affiftant or Juftice thall enter the Oath of the 
Witneffes on the Backfide of the Will, and atteft the fame; and the Oaths 
of the Witneffes fo taken, fhall be accepted by the Court of Probate, as if 
they had been taken before the faid Court. 


An A& concerning Strays, and loft Gocds. 


BE it enatted, and it is hereby enafted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That whofoever fhall take up any tray Beat, or find any loft Goods, 
being worth Five Shillings, whereof the Owner is not known, he fhall carry | 
a true Defcription of fuch ttray Beaft, or loft Goods, with the natural and 

artificial Marks thereof, to the Regifter of the Town where fuch Goods or 
Beaft were found, within Twelve Days after the finding fuch Goods or 


- Beaft, who thall regifter the fame, with the Name of the Perfon in whofe 


Penalty for 
neglect. 


Keeping fuch Goods or Beaft fhall be, to the End the Owner thereof, by 
applying to the Regifter, may have Notice thereof; upon Penalty that the 
Perfon fo finding or keeping fuch Goods or Beaft, and failing of his Duiy 
therein, fhall, for fuch Default, forfeit the Value of fuch loft Goods, or 
{tray Beaft ; one Half to the Complainer, and the other Half to the Town 


. Treafury. 


Ann if the Owner fhall appear within Six Months after the regiftring 
fuch loft Goods, or ftray Beaft, and make good his Title, he he 
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> Stráys, and loft Goods; Defamation. 


met 


Reftitution of the fame, he paying all neceffary. Charges for the Pains and 
Care taken about fuch Goods-or Bealt,”~ as the next Affiftant or Juftice of 
the Peace fhall adjudge, 


AnD if no Owner fhall appear within the faid Six-Months, the Regifter 


. fhall appoint Three Freeholders; who thall, under Oath, appraife faid 


- 


~ 


% 


Goads or Beaft, according to the true and jut Value thereof in Money: — 
` Ann if the Owner fhall appear within Six Months next after fuch Ap- 
ipraifement, and make good his Claim‘as aforefaid, and pay. all neceffary 
Charges for the Pains and Care taken about fuch Goods or Beaft, to that 
Time, (to be adjudged of as aforefaid) he fhall have Reftitution of the 
fame, or the Value thereof, at the Election of the Finder, according to the 
Appraifement aforefaid, |... 2. « 
` Anp if.no Owner Mall appear within Twelve Months and a Day, after 
the regiftring of fuch loft Goods, or ftray Beaft, the Value thereof, accor- 
ding ra the Appraifenient atorefaid, fhall (after all juft Dues to the Finder, 
Keeper, and Regifter, are defrayed) be to.the Ule of the Treafury of the 
Town where fuch Goods or ftray .Beaft were found. . . i 
Anp the Sele&t-men of fuch Town, are hereby fully impowered to re- 
cover and. receive the fame, for the Ufe of faid- Town.” ° 
* Always provided, That the Keeper of fuch loft Goods; or Aray Beaft, 
being taithtul in his taking Carc,of them; fuch Goods or Beaft fhall be at 
the Rifque of the Gwher thereof. gk A to 
_ Awp that no Beaft hall be taken up as a Stray, except it be fourid-in a 
{uffering Condition; ot manifeftly ftraying ggom his Owner. 


Kt. 


An A& for the Punifhment of Defamation, . 


` Jy HEREAS Difamation and Slander is a growing Evil, and tends much 
to the Difturbance of the Peace: 

DRE tt enaéted, and it is hereby enacted by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen 
of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 

‘the fame, That whofoever fhall defame or flander any-Perfon or Perions 
whatioever, and be thereof legally convicted before any Court in this 
State, fhall pay a Fine; not exceeding Thirty Pounds, to the public Trea- 
fury of the County in which fuch Offence is committed ; and the Petfon or 
Perfons flandered, fhall have fuch Cofts and Damages as the Court and 


J ti a have Cognizance of the faid Cafe, fhall judge to be realonable 
and juit. a a 


t 


AND whereas defaming the Civil Authority of the State, greatly tends to- 


whom Fuftice is to be adminiftred. 

WHICH great Evil to prevent;  - a 
BE it enatted by the Authority aferefaid, That whofoever fhal! defame 
any Court of Juftice, or the Sentence or Proceedings of the fame ; or any 
‘of the Magiftrates, Judges, or Juitices of any fuch Court, in Refpeét of 
any Act or Sentence therein paiied, “and be thereof legally convicted be- 
fore any of the General Courts, or Superior Courts in this State, Thall be 
punifhed for the fame by Fine, Imprifonment, Disfranchifement, or Ba- 
nifhment, as the Quality and Meafure of the Offence, in the Opinion of 

the Court before whom the Trial is had, fhall deferve: >- 
a aa D i Dd 


bring the fame into Contempt, and thereby te weaken the Hands of thofe by 
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An Ad for the directing and regulating of Civil 
a Adions. a E 


= 


PE it enalted, and it is bereby enatted by ibe Reprefentatives of thè Brerineă 


= of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority of 


the fame, That the ordinary Procefs in Civil Actions ia this State, fhall be 
a Summons, or Attachment, fairly written, fignéd by a Magiftrate, Juftice, 
of the Peace, or Clerk of the Court, mentioning the Court, the Time arid Place 
of Appearance; therein alfo containing a Declaration of the Subftatice of thé 
Aétion: Which Attachments may be granted againft the Goods of 
Chattels of the Defendant ; and for Want of them, the Lands or Perfor 
of the Defendant may be attached—provided the Plaintiff, when he prays 
out an Attachment, fatisfies the faid Authority, by Oath, or fufficient 
Evidence, that he is in Danger of lofing his jut Dues, unlels Attachment $ 
be granted; and alfo give fuficient Security. to profecute his Action tő 
Effett, and anfwér all Damages in Cafe he make not his Plea good. 


Anp all Writs and Preceffes thall be direéted to the Sheriff, his Deputy, 
or fome Conftable, if fuch Officer can be had without great Charge or Ins 
convenience: And in every Cale wherein the Authority figning a Writ 
fhall find it neceffary to direct the fame to an indifferent Perfon, fuch Aus 
thority thall infert the Name of the indifferent Perfor in the Ditection of 
the Writ, and the Reafon of @ech Direction; and if any Writ be otherwilé 


> directed, it fhall abate. ~ : 


Provifo. 


Writs to be 
ferved 12 
days beforea 
court: if be- 
forea juftice, 
fix days. 


Defendant 
not sppsar- 
isg, judg- 
ment to be 
apink him. 


rovided nevertheiefs, That nothing herein fhall extend to affect Sums 
monfes for Witnefles, Warrants to Collectors of Rates, or Warrants grante 
ed by Military Officers. i 
Anp that no Perfon fhall be required to make Anfwer, in any Civil 
Aédtion, real, perfonal, or mixt, except the Procefs, if returnable to the 
Superior or County Court, hath been ferved upon the Defendant at leaft 
Twelve Days inclufive, before the Day of the Courts fitting; or if return- 
able to an Afiiftant or Juttice of the Peace, that the fame hath been ferved 
Six Days inclufive, as afcrefaid: Which Setvice fhall be, if a Summons, 
by reading the fame in the Hearing of the Defendant or Defendants, or 
leaving an dttefted Copy thereof at the Place or Places of his or their. ufual 
Abode; but if.an Attachment, the Service fhaill be the attaching of the 
Defendant’s Eftate or Perfon, and giving hiar Notice by reading the Writ 
to him, or in his Hearing ; or by leaving an attefted Copy thereof at the . 
Place of his ufual Abode, if that be‘within this State: And that all fuch 
Writs as are made returnable to the County Courts, fhall be returned to 
the Clerks of faid Courts, on the Day before the Sitting of fuch County 


- Courts, and not afterwards. 


Tuar in Cafe any Procefs be duly ferved on any Defendant or Defen 
dants, and Return thereof made to the Court to which the fame is made ` 
returnable ; chen, if fuch Defendant or Defendants do not appear, his òr 
their Default fail be recorded, and Judgment entered up againft him there- 
upon ;—Unlefs, before the Jury be difmified, he or they fhall come into 
Court and move for a Trial; in which Cafe he or they fhall be admitted 
thereto, upon paying down to the adverle Party, the Cofts to that Tife; , 
and the Plaintiff fhall pay for entering the Action a-new. š 
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But when it thall fo happen that the Party againft whom Suit is brought, 


is not an Inhabitant, or Sojourner in this State or is abfent out of the | 


fame, at the Time of commencing fuch Suit; and doth not return before 
the Time for Trial ; the Judges of the Court before whom fuch Suit is. 


brought, fhall continue the. Action to the next Court ; and if the Defend- _ 


ant do not then appear (by. himfelf or Attorney) and be fo remote that’ 


the Notice of fuch Suit dependimg could not probably be conveyed to-him 
during the Vacancy ; the Judges at fuch next Court may further continue 
they ction to the Court thence next following, and no longer; but may 
enter ‘up Judgment on Default, after fach Continuance or Continuan- 
ces: And ih fuch Cafes where Judgment khat be entered up by Default, 
after fuch Continuance as aforefaid, Execution fhal be ftayed, and not ifue 
forth thereon, until the Plaintifftha have given, or lodged with the Clerk 
of faid Court, a Bund, with one or miore{{lufigcient Sureties to the adverfe 
Party, in double the Value of the Eftate or Surh recovered by fuch Judg- 
ment, to make Reftiturion, and to refund and pay back fuch Sam as fhalt 
be given in Debt ot Damage, or fo much as fhall be recoved upon a Suit 
therefor, to be brought within Twelve Months next after the entering up 
of the firft Judgment, if upon fuch Suit the Judgment Thall be reverfed, 


Where any. 
party is not 
an inhabi« 
tant, or is 
out of the 
Rate, court 
to continue 
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annulled, or altered ; the Security to be no further anfwerable than for the 


Recovery that fhall be made- upon fuch Suit to be had within Twelve 
Months, as aforefaid. : 
Provided alfo, That no real Eftate, taken in Execution granted. upon 
fuch firit Judgment, fhall be alienated or paffed away, until after the Ex- 
piration of the faid Twelve Months, or after a new Trial had on a Suit 
brought within tne Space of Twelve Months, for the obtaining Reftiturion 
as aforefaid. s o’ eae 38 
| Be it further ena&ied by the Authority aforefaid, Thatif any Perion who hath 
entered an Action to betried in any Court, being called three Times (after 
‘Twelve of the Clock on the firft Day of the Court’s fitting) {hall not appear, 
either by himfelf or his Attorney, to profecute his Action, he fhall be non- 
„fuited, and pay all Coft and Charges to the Defendant, »+nd for the Entry 
‘of the Action, as if the fame had been profecuted in fuch Court. And 


Provifoz 


Party nog 
attending, to 
be nonfuited 


thatthe Plaintiff, in all A@ions brought to any Court, fhall have Liberty — 


to withdraw his Action, or to nonfuit himfelf, before the Jury have given 
an their Verdit; in which Cafe he fhall pay full Cofts to the Defendant ; 
and may afterwards renew his Suit at another Court, the former Withdraw 
or Nontuit being firit recorded. oa 

Be it further enalted by the Authority aforefoid, That there fhall be free 
- Laberty of Procefs, and the fame is hereby granted in all civil Actions, ac- 

‘cotding to Law, at any aqjourned County Court, as well as at the ftated 
‘County Courts. i ‘ 
__ Aad be it further erated by the Authority aforefaid, That all Suits brought 
for the Trial of the Title ot Lands, or wherein the Title of Lands is con- 
“cerned, fhall be tried in the fame County where che Land lies, or Fats aré 
“done concerning which the Title of Land may be in-Queftion, And that 
ral other Actions that may be brought before the County Courts, hall be 
‘brought and tried in the County where the Plaintiff or Defendant dwells, 
Af they. or either of them are Inhabitants within this Stare. And that all 
Suits ‘and ‘Profectitions .cognizable before an Affiftant or Juftice of the 
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only where the Plaintiff or Defendant dwells ; unlefs there be.no Authority 
‘ich may lawtully try the Caufe in either the faid Town : In which'Cafe 


_ the Plaintiff may bring his Suit before an Affiftant or Juttice of the Peace 


in one of the next adjoining Towns to the Place of his abode. 

_ And be it further enafted »3 the Authority aforefaid, That all Caufes where: 
in the ‘litle of Land is nor concerned, and wherein the Debt, Trefpafs, 
Damage, or other Matter in demand, doth not exceed Ten Pounds fhal 
and may bé heard; tried, and determined, by any one Affiftant or Juftice 


- of the Peace; who are hereby impowered to hear and determine the fame 


by Jury or otherwife, according to Law, and award Execution on their 
Judgment given-in fuch Cafes ; and that either Plaintiff or Defendant fhalt 
have a Right to demand a Jury of Six Men to try fuch Caufes. 

Be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Judges of the 
Superior or Inferior Courtsj.Afiiitants; and Juftices of the Peace, thall de- 
termine Matters of Law, ftated and referred to them by the Jury in their — 
{peciat Verdiéts ; which Verdicts the Jury in all Cafes wherein Matters of 
Law are to then fo obfcure, that they cannot clearly and fafely give a 
pofitive Verdict, fhall have Liberty to give a fpecial Verdict therein, find- | 
ing and prefenting the Facts, and thereon ftating and putting the Queftion 
in Law, viz. It the Law be fo, then we fing for the Plaintiff ; but if the 
aw be otherwife, then we find for the Defendant. 

Be it further enaited by the Authority aforefaid, That the Judges of the 
Court, Affifants, and Juftices of the Peace, thall have Liberty, if they - 
judge that the Jury that attend their refpeCtive Courts have not attended 
to the Evidence given in, and the true iffue of the Cafe, in their Verdicts, 
to caufe them to return to a fecond Confideration of the Cafe; ‘and thall, 
for the like Reafon, have Power to return them to a third Confideration, 
and no more. And when the Court have committed any Cale to the Con- 
fideration of the Jury, the Fury fhall be confined under the Cuftody of an 
Officer appointed by faid Court, until they ate agreed on a Verdict : And 
the Court may fet a fuitable Fine, not exceeding Forty Shillings, upon fuck 
Officer or Juryman as fhall be diforderly, or negleé or refufea due Atten- 
dance of their Duties refpectively, during their attending the Court. 

Anp that when the Parties have made their Pleas in any Court, and giver. 
their Evidence, and the Cafe be committed to the Jury, there fhall be no 
After-Pieas, Arguments, Evidences, or Teftimonies, heard or received iw 
fuch Cafe. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon 
fhall be aggrieved with the Sentence or Determination of any Affiftant or 
Juttice of the Peace, he may remove his Cafe, by Appeal to the next County 
Court in that County where the Cafe was firft tried ; the Perfon appealing 
giving Bond, as is hereafter provided. And if any Perfon or Perfons fhall 
be aggrieved with the Sentence or Determination of any County Court, the 
Party aggrieved may appeal therefrom to the next Superior Court to be 
held in the fame County ; or by a new Procefs, once, and no more, may 
review his Caufe in the nexe Seffion ot the fame County Court where it 
was before tried: And if either Party be aggrieved with the Judgment 
or Determination of the County Court, upor Trial of the Caufe by Re- 
view, he may appeal to the next Superior Court in the fame County. And 
if either Party be aggrieved with the Iffue and Determination of the Su- 
perior Court, upon the firft Trial of the Caufe, then he may, by a new 
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Procefs, once, and no more, reviéw his Cafe in the next Seffion of the fame 
Court, chere to be tried to a final Iffue,-provided the.Cafe be brought di- 
rectly to the Superior Court, by Appeal from the firt Judgment of the 
County Court: But if the Cafe be brought to the Superior Court, by 
Appeal from the Judgment of the County Court given on a Review, it 
fhall have a final Iffue by the Judgment and Determination of the Superior 
Court, upon the firft Trial there. SPs oth | 
| Always provided, That all Appeals and Reviews thall be entered during 
the Time of the fitting of the Court from whofe Judgment fuch Appeals 
and Reviews fhall be made, and within Twenty-four Hours afier Judg- 
ment be given: And fufficient Bond, with Sureties, fhall be given in to 
the faid Court, by the Perfon appealing or reviewing, to profecute his 
Appeal or Review to Effect, and anfwer all Damages in Cafe he make.not 
his Plea good :—In all which Cafes, Execution fhall be ftayed until there 
dhall be an Iffue of the Cafe s and the Party who thall recover his Action, 
fhall have all his jut Damages and Coft allowed him, ~ __ 
i Provided uevertheléfs, That from a Judgment given by an Affiftant, ot 
Juftice of the Peace, in a Cafe wherein the Debt, Damage, or other Matter 
in Demand, doth’ not exceed the Sum of Six Pounds; or if the Debt 
‘be due by Bond, Bill, or Note for the Payment of Money or Grain, avouch- 
‘ed by one or two Witneffes, and doth not exceed the Sum of Ten Pounds, 
‘no Appeal fhall be allowed. ` a : X 
> Alio, That when Judgment thall be given in the County Court in any 
Cafe brought there by an Appeal, wherein the Title of Land is not’ con- 
| cernéd, ño Appeal or Review to be allowed. . s 
__ np that upon a Judgment or Determination of the County Court, 
if Suits brought directly there, upon Bonds, Bills, or Notes for the Pay- 
ment of Money.or Grain, avouched by one or two Witneflts, no Review 
' nor Appeal hall be allowed. ; a 

Arso; That from a Judgment of the County Court, in any Aion 
„wherein the Title of Land is not concerned, and where the Debr, Damage, 


E 


‘or other Matter doth not exceed the Suim of Sixty Pounds, no Appeal 
| fhall be allowed. l 


` 


Anp alfo, When either Plaintiff or Defendant thall in any Action reco- - 


ver Judgment upon the firft and fecond Trial, by the Court and Jury, the 


Review fhall bellowed from the fame; any Thing in this A& before to 

the contrary in any Wife notwithftanding. - 
_ - And be it further. enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Appeals to 
_ any of the Superior or County Courts in this State, fhall be entered in fuch 
| Courts refpectively, before the fecond Opening of fuch Court, and not 
after ; unlefs the Appellant fhall pay to the Appellee all his Coft in fuch 
Cafe arifen to that Time, to be taxed by the Court 3 which being done, the 
Action may be entered by the Appellant, before the Jury attending fuch 
| Court are difmiffed, and not after ;—W hich Cofts, fo taxed and paid, fhail 
| mot be confidered nor allowed in 
| Determination of the Cafe, j ; 
And be it further enaited by the Authority aforefaid, That any one Affittant 
| or Juftice of the Peace, fhali have full Power, and they are hereby autho» 
tifed and impowered to take and accept a Confeffion and Acknowledgment 
ef any Debt from a Debtor to his eo either upon or without an 
` ae 
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antecedent Procefs, as the Parties fhall agree ; which Confeffion thall be 
made only by the Perfon of the Debtor himfelf: And on fuch Confeffion 
fo made; the Affiftant or Jultice thall make a Record thereof, and thereon 
grant out Execution in due Form of Law, And if it fo happen that fuch 
Execution fhall. be levied on the Lands of any fuch Perfon confefling as 
atorelaid, according to the Laws dire&ting the levying Executions on Lands, 
fhall be returned to, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County ` 
Court in the fame County where fuch Land lieth, provided fuch Land 
licth in a Town where there is no Town Clerk qualified by Law to record 
Deeds; but if fuch Land lieth in any Fown where there is a Town Clerk, 
qualified as aforefaid, in fuch Cafe, every fuch Execution fhal) be returned 
to, and recorded in the Fown Clerk’s Office where fuch Lands lie; and 
being fo done and recorded, thali be good Evidence of a Title to füch Cre- 
Gitor for whom it fhall be taken as aforefaid, their Heirs and Affigns,— 
Provided no Confeffion fhall be made or takenin the Manner aforefaid, for’ 
more than the Value of Two Hundred Pounds Debr, together with Coft, 
And if any Debtor fhall tender {uch ,Confeffion to a Creditor, and the Cres 
ditor fhall refufe it, he fhall lofe any Coft thar he fhall, after Tuch Tender, 


‘be at in procuring Judgment for his Debt afterwards, unkc{s it appear that | 


fuch Tender was not for the whole Sum due, 
An Act regulating Trials and Appeals 

gW E ERE AS no County Courts kave been cRablifhed in this State, which 

mak es it neceffary that all fach Caufes, or détions, as would otherwife be 
eard before fuch County Courts, foould now be beard and determined inthe 

Superior Court. 

p” it enatied, and it is hereby enačed by the Reprefentatives of the Freemen: 

of the State of Vermont, in General Affembly met, and by the Authority. of 
the fame, That alt Actions of Suits that are by Law directed to be heard- 
and determined by way of Appeals or otherwife, in the Couaty: Courts in, 
this State, fhall be heard and determined in the fame Manner in the Superis- 
or Court in each County in this State, as they are by Law directed to be. 
heard and determined in the County Courts, And the Superior Court fhall: 
have all the Powers and Jurifdictons that are by Law vetted in the County 
Courts, until County Courts are regularly eftablithed in each County in. 
this State. ; 

Be it further enafied by the Authority. aforefaid, That all Actions that fhall. 
by Virtue of this Act be brought to the Superior Court, that otherwite. 
would have been brought to the County Court, and might by Law have 
been appealed to the Superior Court ; if either Party be aggrieved with the 
Judgment rendered in tuch Cafe, they may have a fecond Trial in the: 
Superiour Court, by way of Review. 


An Ad making the Laws of this State temporary. 


E it enaited, and itis hereby enaéted by ihe ReSreftntatives of the Freemen of the State of 
Vermont, in General iffembly met, and by the Autharity of the fame, That each asd 
every Act of this State that have been pafl.dinto Laws by the General Affembly of this 
State, at their Seffions holden at Bennington, February 1779. be hereby declared to be 
temporary Acts or Laws, and to remain in full Force uatil the rifing of the General 
Affembly in O€tober next. oe 
And be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Court, or Juice, thall 
tke Copgnizince ofany Matter or thing in which the Title of Land is concerned, or in 
any Action of Contract mEcre the Parties appear to have made a Bargain, or Contract, 
by Note, Bond, Debts, or Agreementin Writing, or otherwife, any At or Law to the 
Contrary pntwithitandiog 


mp e A A a AL AIOE LECT AA 
SOR E E PR SSE tO ET aaa aaea 


2 
* 


Ea 


